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. » « Truths like these 

Will none ofFendi whom 'tis a praise to please." 

YouN*. 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
.THE 

COUNTESS OF MOIRA, 

Madanty 

Among the illustrious •F£tCy\ who in 

recent times have merited the title of 

Patrons of Literature^ the name of 

^ the Earl of Moira stands pre-eminent 

-4- in honour. That Name will be recog- 

^ 7iised. by posterity with as grateful a 

^ 'Oeneration for the encouragement it 

® has bestowed on science and the arts:^ 

as for the valour which has disti?i^ 

guished it in the camp or the wis^ 

dom which has characterized Jt in the 

senate. 

Permit me^ then^ Madam, ta solicit^ 
for a production in the humblest walk 



^ 
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W DEDICATION 

of literature, the sanction of the 
Countess ofMoira^ whose amiable vir- 
tues and brilliant accomplishments add 
a lustre to the rank in which she was^ 
born^ and to that Name which is now 
honoured in Her Fer son. / 

I am sensible that I incur the charge 
qf presumption^ by offering to Your 
Ladyship a trifle so little worthy of the 
Noble Patroness I have selected ; but 
I trust that the condescension which is 
synonymous with the name of Moira 
will graciously receive even this hiim^ ' 
ble testimony of the profound respect 
with which I have the honour to sub^ 
scribe myself 
- ' Your Ladyship's 
Most obedient 

And most humble servant^ 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



The following pages have beeq 
ivritfcen under a conviction that the 
object of the reader who may ho- 
nour them with a perusal is amuse- 
ment ; and if the author is in any 
degree so successful as to accom- 
plish that, he readily relinquishes 
every loftier aina. 

While, however, he dissents from 
the opinion of those who cOnsidera 
novel chiefly as a vehicle for in- 
struction, he is far from cherishing 
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an indifference relative to the moral 
effects to be produced on the mirid, 
even by a work of mere amusement. 
With the. desire to entertain princi- 
pally in view, he has at the same 
time been studious to guard against 
conveying or strengthening any im- 
pression in the slightest degree un- 
favourable to the cause of virtue : 
for he would rather, infinitely rather, 
be classed with the dull than the 
immoral. ^ 

The favour which has been be- 
stowed on two former attempts of 
the author has rather increased than 
diminished the anxiety inseparable 
from an appeal to public opinion i 
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while the liberality which gave birth 
to the present production creates 
in the breast of the writer a sincere 
wish for its remuneration, in additi- 
on to that anxiety. 

London^ 
January 1806. 
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WINTER IN LONDON. 



CHAPTER L 



A STORM. 



It was tha:t season of the year, when 
evenhig " fills the lap of Earth with sallow 
leaves." A sultry day was ended j and as 
night advanced, the appearance of the hea- 
vens deiioted an apptoaching storm. The 
moon had risen amid black clouds, which, 
floating in' various directions, now adnjit^ 
ted streams 6f momentary light, and naw 
spread wide a still and dreary darkness. 

Among the many, who: with anxious eyes 
watched the dread birth of the impending 

VOL. I. B 
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2 A WINTER 

tempest, thinking on friends exposed to its 
relentless rage, was one, whose lot in life 
was lowly, but whose heart was dignified 
by the genuine impressions of conjugal'and 
maternal love. 

Her husband, an industrious fisherman, 
and her eldest boy had been out at sea all 
day; and, by long-practised reckoning, dame 
Laurence calculated that their little baik was 
still too £ar from home. 

She was sitting at the window of her hum- 
ble hut, which commanded a wide view of the 
ocean, when suddenly a vivid flash of light- 
ning dartefd across the gloom, and was sue* 
ceeded by a tremendous crash of thunden 
Rain fell in torrents, the wind howled dread- 
fully, and the foaming billows of the ocean 
bounded and recoiled with horrible concus- 
sion. 

Instinctively the mother snatched her 
sleeping infant from her knees, and nestled 
it closely in her bosom. — ** God send thy 
father safe home, my dear babe !' ' exclaimed 

.7 



itized by Google 



IN LONDON* S 

she; arid the prayer of her heart was ac- 
corded. 

About ten minutes after the commence- . 
ment of the storm, in an interval between^ 
the roaring of the winds and waves, the 
wdi-known signal of the boat^s arrival stiMcfc 
her delighted ean She answered it .by 
placing a light in the window ; then laying 
har infant in its wooden cradle, she hastened 
to prepare the comforts of a^ humble hearth 
for its master.. The crackling faggot blazed, 
and , the fiam^, reflected from the white- 
washed walls, served as an additional beacon 
to the. fatigued and wet mariners, without, 
who soon entered their comfortable home.— 
" Well, Kate]"~.« Dear George!" and 
several heSirty kisses, introduced this happy 
pair to each othe?*; while their son, a fine 
lad of fourteen, throwing off his wet cap 
and jacket, stooped down softly to kiss his 
little sister in the cradle. 

In a trice their meal smoked on the 
table, where health and content adminis* 
b2 
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tered to these childrea of labour enjoyment 
more exquisite than results from all the 
pleasures which art invents for the victims of 
opulent indolence. 

The storm still xaged ; but the situation 
of their dwelling, and their habits of life, had 
rendered such scenes common to this family; 
and they would perhaps have sunk to sleep 
wholly unmindful of its violence, had not 
their apprehensions been awakened for the 
fate of their fellow-creatures exposed to 
those dangers from which they had been 
providentially delivered. 

They had finished their repast, and dame 
Laurence had filled with tobacco her good 
man's pipe, which he was in the act of 
applyii\g to his lips, when the firing of 
minute guns proclaimed some ship in dan- 
gen 

Letting fall his pipe, and striking the 
table with his hahd,— " That's the India* 
man we saw making signals for a pilots 
Jem,-»^my life on't I*' exclaimed Laurence. 
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r:^« I da«B isay 'tis,, fi^h^^^ said iem^ 
^^Jind i£ it is, boy, Lord have mercy upoii 
the crew.l for sheV in no plight -to., weather , 
such a gale as thfe.'* - 

** Poor soids!'* sjud dame i/aurence. 
The guns continued firing incessantly and 
irregularly, deiiotingiithe increasing peril of 
the vessel. 

- Laurence^s h^t was situated on a solitary 
spot, close to the sea, on the Sussex co^t, 
pot far ficom Brighton* With that prompt 
Rumanity which characterizesr the Etiglisb 
mariner, be and his son flew instantly to 
the beach with lights/ 

Git a sudden, however, the firing ceased, 
and nothing was heard but the dreadful 
howKngs of the storm. 
, " They're gone! They're gone!'* ex- 
claimed Laurence, ^* and the Lord have 
mercy on their souls ?' 

As he spake, a brilliant flash of light- 
ning illumined for a moment the expanse 
of ocean, and at a considerable distancJT they 
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descried a small boat crowded with hunlan 
beings. They now redoubleti their eflForts ; 
they kept up their fires in defiance of the 
rain and wind ; they hoisted out poles with 
lanterns affixed to them, and put in prac- 
tice every method which they could devise, 
to add to the chance of rescuing their fel- 
low-creatures from impending dissolution, ; 
. ' In a few minutes, hawever, their bene- 
volent zeal was chilled, and their generoas 
jiopes annihilated. Loucl, horrid shrieks; 
piercing their ears and hearts, proclaimed 
the fate of those whom they had vainly 
hoped to succour. Yet, still reluctant to 
believe the worst, they lingered nearly an- 
other hour on the beach, and kept up the 
signals of their. lanterns and fires.' 

At length, drenched with rain, fatigued, 
and dejected, they returned to their hut, 
wondering with simplicity at the ways of the 
Omnipotent, yet piously acknowledging his 
wisdom and his love. 

Sc^cely had they tlirown off their wet 
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garments, and pace more seated themselves 
by the fire, when a loud tz^ping at their 
window again alarmed them. Dame Lau< 
rence opened the casement, screamed with 
terror, and fell, half fainting, into- her 
chair; while the fisherman lifting up the 
latch, the object which so terrified bis wife 
entered the hut 

It was an object. whose sudden appear- 
ancls, under such drcumstances, might have 
occasioned a momentary terror to stronger 
intellects than those of poo^; dame Laurence; 
A tall thin figure, whose skin wais of thd 
darkest bronze, with no other coverii^ than 
a* pair of trowsers^ and whose' long black 
hair. bung, wet upon his back, stood before 
them, ^holding in his arms a little ihfaatf 
apparently t deprived of life. Terror, sur- 
prise, and every other feelings fled before 
the instinct of . humanity, which wanned 
.the hearts of the Laurences, No verbal 
appeal was necessary to arouse their eflforts* 
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Air the Exertions thut thek immble skill 
sugge^ed, and all thb nieahi which their 
scan^'^ores a^orded, were prot^pciy used 
for the re^animatiofi: of the little stranger ; 
^s^ they at length rece&red the inestimable 
remunerattpn of success. They rvtrere blessed 
ili^itb the jpy of .baholdiiig the Iks^le Ups of the 
babe quiver with returning Ii£&, and saw his 
bearutieouf ^ye^Pinen again* to light, ./ 
' IjLelleved in some degr^ee from their in- 
cessailt attention to the infant by these sym« 
ptoms of bis recovery, the Laurences had 
lieisure to survey minutely bis preserver.. 
He ivas one of that class of the natives of 
China who are sometimes hired to assist in 
the navigation of .ships fron^ India* His long 
black hair, hanging over his shoulder, swept 
the brick floor on. which he sat reclining 
bis head uppn his band;: He seemed to 
suffer pain ; butj as he could not utter a syl« 
lable of English^ the poor creature endured 
his agonies with. suUea ^ence, having oh* 
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stmately resisted, with violent gestures^ every 
importunity of the Laurence$ that' he wouM. 
take such restoratiyes as they possessed. 

Dame Laurence having changed the in- 
fantas wet clothes, which were of the finest 
sort, for such coarse linen as her own child 
wore, now placed him in her bed, which 
stood in a comer of the room. The re- 
covered little urchin smiled in her face, as 
in cbnscious gratitude for her care, " Thou 
be'st a lovely babe,*' cried -the kind-heart- 
ed woman,-" and Til be bound art 
some grand body's child. — These check 
things of my Sally's are wide different from 
what you wore last, to be sure; and thesft 
rough sheets are not such as you're used 
to;— but though they ben't hollands, nor 
laces, nor lawns, they will keep thee 'Ci^arm 
from the weather, poor darling! and so 
God bless thee, I say J'* 

As she spake she kissed the littlef creature; 
who, ignorant alike of the losses it had 
35 
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sustained^ and the dangers it Jiad escaped^ 
Numbered as peacefully as if it reposed on 
<down, and had been rocked to rest- by a 
vratching mother. 

The Chinese, meanwhile, continued to 
exhibit syrhptoms of increasing psdn: he 
threw himself at full length upon the fioo^, 
placed both his hands upon his head, and 
from his gestures gave reason to conclude 
that in his escape from the wreck he had 
received some injury which threatened to be 
&tal. 

The Laurences became alarmed. It was 
now considerably past the midnight* hour, 
and their hut was a mile distant from any 
odier habitation. Should he die, what ac« 
count could they give of the child ! If his 
life could be saved till the morning only, 
some of the gentry at Brighton might im* 
derstand his language, and learn to whom 
the poor Jwby belonged. But if it should 
.pfsovejbat th^^ 'two were all that were 
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saved from the wrqck, and the Chinaman 
should die, what \ras to become of the poor 
little boy! . 
. Such was the argument of the fishermm, 

, \fho at one moment was on the pomt of 
setting 9ut for Brighton immediately, and 
the next declined it till the morning. With 
much difficulty they at length prevailed over 
the poor creature's obstinacy so far as ta force 
a small quantity of spirits into his mouth, 
and placed him on a bed by the fire. He 

.still, however, remainied &llen, and appa- 
rently insensible, betraying no symptoms of 
anxiety either about his own fdite, or that of 
tjbe infant. In this. state he continued du-^ 
ling the remainder of the night. Laurence 
and his son, who were exhausted with &> 
tigue, and whose labours would inevitably 
return with the dawn pf day,, were com« 
pelled tp s^ refreshment from deep ; but 
the kindr hearted hostess watched by the side 
of her patient, and afforded him all the relief 
in her power* 
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• Jwt SIS' moraing dawned, the affrighted 
dame awakened her husband with. an excla^ 
mation that " the black was dying.'* Lau- 
rence 2nd his son instantly arose, and wit-r 
i^essed the last agonies of the e:spiringr 
CUnese. 

. ** What now is to be done?" cried Laii'. 
rence* "' Consult your betters, to be sure,'*"' 
answered the wife. ** You are going up to* 
the squire's: he's a- justice of peace, you^ 
know, and will ^e orders what's best^to^- 
be done. We have diwie our duty, to the- 
best of our power, dear Gfeorgj^, and GodV 
will be done!" 

*^ True, wife, trute,*' replied George; 
'f you speak right, and so it shall be.* 
Sqtiire Dickens is as rich as e'a* a lord in 
the land ; aiid mayhap he may do for the 
poor babe, or find out his own natiiraf' 
parents^ Come, Jem, quick, trim the boat,>. 
and Til be down with you in a» whiffr"^' 
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. CHAPTER U. '- 

THE FOUNDER OE A f AMILY. 

jyiR. Sawyer Dickens, die gentfemm to 
whose vilh the Launences now steered their 
Ettle vessel, laden with fish for his table, was 
tmiyevsally known as one of the wi^althiest 
commcxaers in England. 

There were not wanting, however, some 
persons with. strong memories, who recol- 
lected that the origin of the wealthy "banker 
was far from sptendid. In truth," the'first 
jffoperty acquired by the father of Mr. 
Dickens was obtained by the application 
of his. talents and industry td the useful 
emptoyments of cleaning boots and shdes, 
and knives and forks, at a public house ixi 
tlie neighbourhood of Newgate Market. 
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Ned Dickens was indebted to Yorkshire for • 
his birth, parentage and education, and was 
a firm and sincere professor of that cele- 
brated creed, . " that perife get shillings^ 
And shillings get pounds.** This feith en- 
abled him to endure with patience aiid hu- 
mility many a cuff and kick, and cheered him 
under many a cloud of brickdust. Thus a few 
years' devotion to these pursuits enabled Ned 
Dickens to become a creditor of the nation, 
to the amount of fifty pounds Five, per 
Cent. Stock, and promoted him to the rank 
of waiter. The same saving faith still urged 
him onward in* the rich man's progress, and 
shielded him from all temptation to turn 
adde. ** A penny saved *s a penny got,'' 
often rang in his ears, as he cast his little 
eyes^ upon the spruce garments of a brother 
waiter at a neighbouring coffee*house, and 
then surveyed bis pwn old suit of greasy 
corderoy. 
. To all this personal merit. Fortune added 
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her blind boon^ by rendering the eating 
circumstances precisely such as best agreed 
Mfith his peculiar genius and disposition. 

His master died, and bequeathed all his 
right and title to the house^ and the good-ivill 
of the trade, to his beloved widow, and his 
hop^ul heir Tommy Jones. 

Tommy was what at that period iros 
termed a natty spark of eighteen, and the 
widow Jones was one of the numerous class 
of foolishly good-natured mothers. Ned 
was three years older than Tommy, and was, 
at the death, of his mast^, worth nearly two 
hundred pounds. 

Vauxhall, SadlerVWells, and the Dog- 
and-Duck, became theexchequers into which 
Tommy Jones, assisted by certain fair friends, 
regularly paid the receipts of his mother*s 
bar. These, however, were soon found > 
inadequate to support the frolics of. this 
spirited youth ; and Ned Dickens's coffers 
became the budget from which his young 
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master, with, due humiKty, and at ample 
discount, drew his supplies. 

The thrifty Dickens kept a good ac- 
count. Thus the idleness and foily of the 
master enriched the servant ; and by the 
time that Tommy was two-and-twenty he 
had broken his mother's heart, and spent 
his last shilling. He then enlisted himself 
as an East-India, soldier, and Mr. Edward: 
Dickens succeeded him as landlord of that . 
house, which, a few years before, he had. 
entered a pennyless and almost naked boy.. 

Whh the attainment of such an eminence 
as this above the level of his ancestors,, 
many a plodder would have been content. 
Not so Edward Dickens :V— he was destined ~ 
to be t|ie founder of a family ; and this 
little elevation served only to open to him 
the brighter paths that still- towered above 
him. He did not halt. At five-and-twenty 
he considered^ that matrimony wouki have 
been an expensive clog in his progress, and he 
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co«$eguentIy fj^st^ei }^tl\;a Joseph's virtue 
^11 thie b^whcl^g ..liffes.^ of the widows and 
daugji^ters ^ .which wer^ daily, surrounding 
hiift. To disQoVer . poor Hitjchers, poor 
bakers, poor distillers, a»d pogr. excisemen, 
Hi^s Ned*^ cop^tant study, fcom a persuasion 
that his own ready jcash would ' produce 
jRprfi^pjro^ in p^portiQji Jo tb^ greater n^ed 
pf^he«?M9thwbftrn,h.ebargaifvedt ' 
,, [T^e ftcetie of ^tipxi ixow grew confiriedi 
|n p/9Q9i^^]PC mth his stimulus to exertioGu 
Fortune^ again be&ieoid^ng him, socm opened 
a wi4^ fi^Vi tp his talents. A'djoining to 
Im p^jihppse w$ts that of Mr« Jteton, an 
gn^inent man in hb tradje» which was that of 
importing rum and btoidyia puncbieon« 
and pieces, and retailing the same cotn-» 
modities with a little British addition, in 
quarters of gills, to the gardeners, butchers, 
fishmongers, and their fair assistants, who 
resorted to Newgate market. In this traffic 
Mr. Barton was rapidly acquiring wealth; he 
was already a common- coiuicil man of th^ 
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>vard, and would, in ail probability, have 
been lord mayor of London, but for the 
^ carelessness o£ his house-keeper, who one 
night forgetting to take off his cravat after 
his return from a turtle-feast, the poor man 
paid his life a forfeit for an inordinate in^ 
dulgence of his appetite. 

Next morning, no sooner was Edward 
Dickens informed why- the shop was hot 
opened, than he flew to the nephew of ^ his 
neighbour, who was his heir at law; and who, 
being a thoughtless young man, th^ an en- 
sign in the guards, very good-naturedly pro- 
mised that, if he had the power, Mr. Dickens 
should have the lease and good-will of his 
uncle's house at a fair valuation. 
* This hicky hit, as some called it, but this 
quick foresight, as he himself justly thought 
it, proved a considerable advancement in 
the fortune of Mr. Dickens ; for, as young 
Barton lived chiefly at an hotel in St. James's 
Street, he knew nothing of the value of his 
jincle's concern, and very confidently left 



Digitized by VjOC^Q iC 



IN LONDON. 19 

the regularion of the whole transaction to a 
fashionable auctioneer, who in his turn 
being engaged to sell some pictures and 
porcelain at the west end of the town, sent 
a young disciple of seventeen to value the 
concern, against a deep old practitioner in 
the city, whom Dickens, had engaged. It is 
an axiom in mercantile morality, . to. buy as 
cheap and sell as dear as posable. Therefore, 
though the stock and btidhe^ of Mr. Bar- 
ton was certainly worth three thousand 
pounds, it is not right to infer that any 
thing like a bribe was the cause of their 
being aissigned over to Mr. Dickons at one. 
. Such was the fact ; and frpm that moment 
the thrifty Yorkshireman Slcquired hundredat 
with more facility than he had beifore gained 
pounds. 

On lus fortieth, birth-day Edward Dick- 
ens arose wprth forty thousand pounds. Hig 
residence \lras then a small house on Garlick 
Hill; where, with an establishment con- 
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sisting of a honse^ke^er, one rriari-serronf ^ 
and a el^rk^hom he had taken from a cha- 
rity-school as an. apprentice,'* fee transacted 
more' bu^nesi^ and gaiDredmore thaugands, 
than ihany of his fraternity w^o kept their 
country house and carriages, and left the^ 
cares of their busmess to siisitsen careless- 
clerks,' and an kHe jfag-g-fwg-.partner. 

It was at that '^qioch of his life that business- 
introduced Mr. Dickens to the acqiKuntance 
of Hannah Sawyer, a well-looking worman, 
a[bout his own age,: t&e widow of the chief 
partner in a bank at Bristol. He soon dis^ 
covered that her hu^)and had died worths 
at least twice as much as he himself pos*- 
tessed, and he instantfy persuaded himself 
that he had never seen so desirable a woman 
as this widow. 

' Expensive as it was, he insisted upon 
lodging the fair prize in his own house du- 
ring her stay in London, and, for more 
reasons than he confessed, persisted in ac* 
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t:otnpanying her and one of the surviving' 
partners, to Doctor*s Commons^ with poor 
Mr. Sawyer's will. - 

His visage lengthened as he heard the 
clauses read, which condemned fifty thou- 
sand pounds of the widow's property to the 
strong boxes of the bank at Bristol, during 
the continuation of the present partnership* 
(which could only be dissolved by unarii- 
Bious consent)^ and for which she was only 
to receive a proportionate rate of the profit 
arising, from the bank. Still,, however, 
there remained thirty thousand pounds un- 
appropriated,, and the whole was at her own 
disposal, with only the above restriction* 

In vain the gentleman who accompanied 
the widow from Bristol crossed-in between 
^ihe object of his own hopes and thebrandy- 
^ merchant ; — ^the latter was the favoured ad- 
mirer. ^ 

Mrs. Sawyer had been advanced to the 

honours of a* bride to the Bristol bankery 

.fronr the capacity of a maiial servant. In 
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one of those deliriums, which sometimes 
$eize old baqhelors who have scoffed all 
the days of their youth at matrimony^ old. 
Sawyer, at the age of threescore and te^> 
took Hannah, his house-maid, to wife. 
She had tenderly nursed the old man in« his. 
fits of , the gout, for the space . of twelve 
years, and was rewarded for her attention by 
a bequest of eighty thousand pounds. . This 
fortune, and her own fair hand, Hannah^ 
in less than a month, was prevailed upon to 
bestow on the ," discreet,*' the " sober," the 
"jolly-looking" Dickens, in preference to the 
"conceited,** "boyish," "pragmatical" Mr. 
Willis,, the junior partner in the house' of 
.Sawyer and Go. 

Thus invested . with the privileges of a 
master, the bridegroem repaired to " the ' 
bank at Bristol, and was in all due form intro- 
duced to* the parmers. 

Though the education of Mr. Dickens 
had not extended beyond reading the cate- 
chism, he had taught himself to write the 
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word " received," and he could sign his own 
name. For a slight knowledge of figures 
he was indebted to his love of money, which 
rendered it indispensable to know how to 
keep or to check his accounts. His interest 
in the banking concern now caused him to 
regret the want of a more liberal education, 
as it puzzled him exceedingly at first to 
comprehend the arcana of the innermost 
counting-house. So powerful, however, was 
his love of gain, that his naturally keen 
penetration, and quickness of apprehension, 
soon enabled him to form a just estimate of 
the value of the opportunity which Fortune 
had thus again bestowed on him. 

The first use . he made of his knowledge 
was to cajole the two junior partners of the 
house into an abandonment of their shares 
in his favour, for what appeared to them a 
splendid remuneration. The two others, he 
calculated, were old j and though they both 
had children, he strenuously objected to 
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the admi^ion of any of thdir progeny Into 
the Bristol bank. 

In the mean time his bridei, who was a 
woman of plain good sense, without any^ 
thing remarkably vicious or virtuous in her 
composition, brought this man of wealth a 
son and heir,' who was baptized, in honour 
of his mother's first husband, by thie name 
of Sawyer. '■ ^ 

In paying this .compliment to his spouse, 
Dickens, however, had a latent motive ;-^ 
for^ as the firm of the bank was still Sawyer 
.and Co., lie looked forward the fifth part 
of a century, when it might still be Sawyei* 
Dickens and Co., with his ton at the head 
of the house. 

The same cunning maide him appear to 
yield to his wife in consenting to retain the 
coach arid black geldings which old Saw- 
yer had sported before him. * For though 
the provender of coa,chmiari'and horses often 
cost him a sigh, yet he understood enough 
8 
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ofba^ng to know that it would injure his 
ct0dit to put down an equipage, and be was 
t;herpfore compelled to go to church iix his 
^Qacft. ' Similar, motives' induced iim to re-' 
tain the same household establishment, and 
tp culdvate the same expensive connexions 
ll^hkh: jiis predeceissor had courted* 
. The experience of every day now broiighh 
fj^e^h joy . to Mr. Dickens, Seated in his 
counling-house, with all the consequence of 
wealth, this Bristol Plutus, who^ a few years- 
back^ had followed, almost bsCrefoot, the 
' York waggon to London, now received th^ 
bows and the cringii^g applications of mer- 
chants, peers, and even statesmen^ for: the 
loan of small parts of that wealth, which h^ 
had accumulated and acquired. With what 
rapture did bis keen eyes regale them- 
selves upon;, the boncfe, deeds, mortgages^: 
and other securities, which the folly, the^ 
extmyagan'ce, or the misfortune of othera 
poured into his coffers ! Every aigh which^ 
the embarrassed man breathed in his hear* 
VOL. i; c , 
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sig was a plaudit to hk pradence^ and the 
tears which r^>entaat prodigality d^ed in his^ 
^ght fitored nutriment to the selfishness^ 
which had in^ared lam with the love of 
hoardoig* 

The climax of his prosperity however waft 
yet to come* One of the oldest and wealthiest 
banking-houses in the n^tropoUs was re« 
duced to the most imminent daknger ^ bank-^ 
f up^, by the imprudent speculations of oner* 
0f the partners, who had employed immense 
sum& in a foreign concern, which smns ac«^ 
eident' prevei>ted from recurring to the bank 
at the expected period. The some cause* 
which occasioned thi^ disastrofis disappoint' 
»ent. operated upon the mercandle interest 
in general, and money was not to be obtained 
at any pi^mium or on any security. The 
expedient of the goveminent becoming pawn*- 
brokers had not at that time been thought 
rf: no influence^ however powerful^ at that 
period, would have availed the unprincipled. 
Of «nf<»ftunate ^)eculator, by procuring from 

8 
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the country at large a loan of commercial' 
exchequer bills to prop an individuars credit/ 
The general dismay and digress of that pe^* 
riod were, to men like Mr. Dickens, sub*' 
jects of seltgratulation, and sources of still 
farther gain. He, among the few whose 
hoards ^labled them to avail the^iselves of - 
fluch an opportunity, and who had know- 
ledge enough of money afiairs to perceive k> 
aware that the gloom was temporary, pur- 
chased the national funds, then beyond all 
precedent depressed, at such prices as almost ; 
doubled his immense property. To crown 
the whol^ the c^ef partner in the banking- 
house alluded to, as a lajst resource to save 
his tottering credit, applied to Mr. Dickens^ * 
Estates in Cumberland, of far greater va* 
lue thaii the amount of all their wants, 
were pledged, as a security that the bor- 
rowers should replace, at a stated time, m 
the funds, as much stock, at whatever price 
it nnght be purchased, as was now disposed 
of to suj^y their need, and for the, use of 
c 2 
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nrfaich a^emiiunwas givenso iafammifily^usiu • 
rioos tliiat k wag never named By tlus traias- 
action the credit of the bsuiking-houee was 
sa^edy aind, while many of lesser note were 
shattered to inremediable ruin by thepres* 
sure of t^e times, the house of Darlingtoai 
and Ct>. stood- firm^ or rose, if possible, . 
more proudly eminent tbaxlit was before the 
g^tierfill shockii 

Mr, Darlington was a man of worth', 
and honour. He . Was dfescended ftom th* . 
ypunger branch of a noble family^ and was 
in «very respect worthy of his nobility. He 
had a son, a partner in the bank, whose 
sanguine temper had be^ the cause of their 
eoibarrassm^nt, and he had a young gnd 
lQvaIyj<laughter. 

Time in his ceaseless flight so<hi stole ^ 
away] th& m<xiths between the day of 
borrpwirtg.and the day of payments The 
y Wtlger . D^lingtoiij whose indiscretion 
h*l so nearly proved fatal to the house, 
With-it zeftl b^rtowable to his niemcMy, de- 
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li^?i^ii€d^o Mpdr^as much a$ possS>le t^ in* 
jury he hadoccasioned, by visiting, in person, 
the plantaiaon&lie bad purchased in the West 
fadies; and inspecting, ^th i»6 own eyee, t-he 
aecounts of his age&te^ which his hopes 
l^cpipte^ tum^o helidve exaggerated, if ifioC 
iUse. These €lukdo¥Fy iiepes, however, 
vsmifilied befot^ the &tal truth. He 
feimd fal& aftiirs eveii wome than ^ey 
^d beef^ r^resented; etiU greatlar. lossei 
l^teaienetf Uni — hs M^dafei epirii ee^ 
Hot ^GdbffiiS to. the blow of stem, adv 
irei^d^ty — resiOFee was felSoswel fiy- dei 
il^M&r-^e ^kened and* died upon ttie 
^aciiaiiom 

Tl#s calamity in a asiome&t dissoIiNsd far 
wep^ all Ae ^m&^ hopes of tfce- imfertui 
aate £ither« The bonds- to Il&. Bieke&i 
thus \^epe ^nfeited )-the iftortgaged land*-, 
43ie cuan^en (rf hislbreftrthefs, and, in feet, 
the key to all the property which Darlmgtoa 
possessed was thus iiii the custody of Dicle^fts-^ 
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for 09 his. mercy th^ credit of the bank no^ 
poised. 

The Bristol banker was soon apprised c^ 
t^iis state of Parlington's affairs,- He felt no 
{surprise:, in fact, excepting the death of 
young Darlk^ton, he had looked tp.just 
such .a terminatipn of the. transaction ; an4 ^ 
th^t event, however xi;i^Iancholy to th^ &* 
tha*, w;a3 to hipi a source of father. satisfiicr * 
don. ; ]i^|thout Idas of. t^e he.r^poji]^; t(^ . 
Loncjon, taking .?ia$h Jiini hi8iSo|t>.S»,wy«r 
Dipkens. r Koowing; by ^xp^eAce tl^ im? 
portani^ of a good e^Uicatipn> . ZHckens ^hail . 
i^fermined to. besto^ir iq)on^.tiysihi& o^ly 
child as much learning as he had capacity te 
T^eiv^. , For this purpose he. had profiled 
him, at home,, with the best tutors: ia^IJ; 
^he branches of education, fear^ig that at 
a ^ school he nvight imbibe habits . of ex? 
pense, and . idle notions of generosity,-*-^ , 
danger from which he well, knew , he , W]aa . 
secure at home. . . . - 



itized by Google 



• Tfrus, at the age oF eighteen, Sawyef 
Dickens was as well stored with acquire-^ 
nieiit& as most boys of the same age educated 
ev6n at thfe best ptiblk: schools. His dispo- 
^tioift was mariced by nothing remarkably 
vkious, nor did it disp&y itself in any acts 
of genew^ty or kindness*^ If any trait of his 
mind was at that eariy pe^idd more conspt 
ctious than another, it was that sort of fteling ' 
which has frequenriy toeeh dieno^inafedj&wr^e 
pridcy and which perhaps cannot be more 
fiignificandy expressed From his father aiicf 
his mother he -received lessons upon the im- 
portance of wealth ; and indeed, from all' 
that he saw and heard around him under 
thdr roof,, he cotrld not fait to imbibe a con- 
victfon of the omnipotence of riches. 

Sudi was the youth whom Mr. Dickens 
conveyed with him to town. Their chaise 
stopped at Mr*Darlington*s house, in Caven- 
di^-sqtiare, just as the unfortunate man Was 
endeavouring to console his daughter for the 
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death of ber brother, and the probable cpnse^ 
quences of his debt to Mr. Dickens. He heard 
the carriage draw up, and saw from the wm* 
dow bis unwelcome visitors. ** GocxJ God 1" 
exclaimed the agonized father^ di^w^ng^iiii 
trembling girl to his bosom, ^' . he is here } 
the wolf is already here, my child } he i$ 
come to devour your hxker !" Ere he h^d 
recovered frpxa the shock, the §eryant aa;i- 
nounced Mr* Dicl^ens. Politeness and de* 
licacy wexecavjare^ the Bristol l^anker; 
he followed the servant, and ipi f. ^^^inent 
he and hk ^n wer^ in the room. Amdli^ 
clung roimd her father, and lopked w^tb 
terror pn the intruder^. Darli^oa hel(l 
his hand to his forehead, and was dumb.— -^ 
Dickens, without ceremony, walked up to 
him, and tsJdng the other hand ^^pc^ it in 
a friendly manner; ^hile Sav;ryer, riveted 
to the spot where hq entered) was struck 
yinth awe at the sight of distress and 
beauty. Repulsing this freedom, Mr. Dar- 
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ImgioiH ificb an- efe^ co^ceafing 1^ fesP. 
der^ feeHng«, said, with d^nky^* ^^ Yoti are 
here^ Mr. pick^fle^ Fa^r unexpectedly.**. 

** Mr, Darfington, J am not a man of 
iS^ords^** r^pli^ Dickens-; ** I taiow ymt 
ikuation^^ tod I s»n come he!:e on purpose 
to save the credit of your houee." 

" Sir!" said Mr. Darlington^ with an? 
cnipbask &1} of nieankig, and an expres^ve 
glance of the eye. 

" You. dovbt,** said Dickens. 
* *^ Yes, sir,'* said Darlington, " both 
your will and your power. Could the credit 
of a banker be sustained in London while 
his family domains are in the hands of his 
creditors ?'- ' 

•' Certainly net,*' replied the otHer ; " but 
these are not subjects- for children,** looking 
on Amelk. 

"My daughter's distress, sir, is for a? 

tess that can never be retrieved: mypoo)r 

tooy's zeal has cost him dear." He wa^ 

conxpelled to. cover his face with his haod^ 

c 5' . 
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H^>p)W#f fdt ;a mwwifj; .thjn dcHrtinued t-r^ 
5* Mr- PJckens, you are 4: father—judge if 
thid vUit 2tf presesit.caiL be acceptable." . . . 
' 'f MrvDarUngton, I am a father, and I 
i^ffo my feelings as w^l.ad cHh^s^ as. my 
a(:Uaii$ shall prove ; but in this w(;»rk}» sk^ . 
we all know feelings must submit to circuix)' < 
stances.'* 

^'. Sir P' said Mr. Darlington^ with mingled , 
- sorrow and contempt. 

"I would be plainer v^th you/' replied 

Dickens; " but ^*' and again he cast 

h|s eyes on Amelia. . 

' *' Retire, my love, a few minutes," said 
,Mr. . Darlington, handing his daughter to 
the door. " Go into another room, iSawr 
y^3f,'^ said Mr. Dickens to his son ; ind the 
tvyo.fathers were alone.K 

" Mr. Darlington,*' said Dickens, smooth- 
ing his ;chin.v/ith his right hand, while- he 
placed the other in his breeches pocket—-^ 
.*' Mr. Darlington, as I said before, I am 
iu>t a na4n oi words ; J know precisely youy 
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atuation, Mr. Darlington, and every twist 
and turn of your aflFairs, Mr. Darlington.' 
1 grieve for the loss of your son, who was 
certainly a Very .promising youtig in^, but 
for this unlucky business.- — But to the point, 
Mr. Darlington : you have still a daughter 
left, Mr. Darlington, and a veiy fine young 
creature to be sure she is. Now, Mr. Dar- - 
Kngton, two hundred thousand pounds is not 
to be picked up in the streets ; and if it be' 
uot forthcoming, why, you know, I may 
foreclose iii a few days, and the thing would 
soon get wind ; and then, I leave you to 
judge, Mr. Darlington, what would be the 
consequence : bad news flies apace, and 
a run on the bank would be the upshot,? 
as you must be aware, Mr. Darlington. 
Now I have been calculating and reckoning 
these points, and what's the end on't? 
Why, this, to be sure : that if it was not 
necessary to raise this sum of two.hun-'- 
dred thousand pounds directly, why, in t.me,' 
things might come round } next year's crop 
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iji the West Indies m^y apt be so bad as. tbei 
last, and the year after that inay be better still; 
so that, if appearances could keep as ihey, 
are, — :why, people need be no wiser thai^^ 
they are, you know, Mr. Darlin^on ; and 
they will bring their mon^y to your counter 
the same as if it was as safe as ever, Mr^^ 
Darlington." 

The various emotions which, t^is hainngae 
created in ,the breast of Mr. Darlington are 
indescribable. Frequently w^ he on. the: 
point of stopping it short ; but, desirous of 
hearing the conclusion, he suffered him to pro^ 
ceed thus far, when the insinuation contained 
in the last sentence put him off his guards 
and he exclaimed — ^^ Oh, Harry I oh, my. 
son ! now — ^npw I feel the wounds you have 
infyicted : I am compelled to listen to an in- 
^uation against my honour and my honesty I 
Your Wealth, sir, and my misfortunes have 
given you the power of ruining me, but not 
of insulting me with impunity.'* 

** Insult ypu, Mr. Darlington I Why,, your 
" ' ' 8 ' 
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quefortun^ have turned youf brclin* IHn 
suited you ! — ^I .came a hundred and twenty, 
miles to hush up matters^ and put things 
straight,— and . this is called insulting ! Thki 
may b^ fine logic, for aught I know, Mr^ 
Parlington; but I'm sure it'is.nOt accorjding 
to mjf notions of business^" 
"^ ^^ What is it but insult, sir, to suppose 
$h9t the house of Darlingtc^i would receive 
the money of its customers, when I know 
fi^at its bankruptcy may taj^e place dt any 
Jiour ypu please ? No, sir — w> • if sych i$ 
your intended clemency, I refuse it. Fore- 
close instantly, sir ; take possession of Dart 
lington-hall as soon as you pleasie ; adyer^ 
tise it for sale by apction, if ypu will. It 
may occasion me to shut up my doprs m 
Lombard-street ^ but it shall not' make m^ 
a villain !'* 

Mr. Dickens stared with astonishment a( 
the warmth of Mr. Darlington ; for, in truths 
he never meant tp convey that meaning by 
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his speech^ ^hich the quick sense of honour 
ill Darlington attached to it. 
• " One wrfrd, one word, Mr. Darlington, 
and I have done/' said Dickens. ** You 
teive run your head against a post, as the 
$^ying is ; that 's no fault of mine ; I had no 
smeaning to offend you. To come to the 
point, for I have always found plain .dealing 
the best road, my meaning was this — ^Yotr 
are under bond to pay me two hundred thpu- 
sand pounds, next month, or the estates in 
Cumberland are mine. ' Now, I know you 
can't pay me without shutting your doors in 
. Lombard-street, as you say ; and if it comes 
to be known that I have foreclosed the mort-- 
gage, because you can't redeem it, why, it 
comes to the s^me thing ; for your credit is 
gone, and then where *s your bank ? Now, 
Mr. Darlington, don't be offended again^ 
Mr. Darlington ; though I am what I am, 
throughhard workingand dose saving, — and 
tiiough your family, as I have heard, be^ 
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cdme'of Ibrds and carfis,-— y«t, Mr. Darling- 
ton, my ti;^ hundred thdusand 's as good ad^ 
a. duke $ ; . said all I say is. Why, there it is^ 
and more to that, if it is wanted ; there ^9 
Uie use of the BnalQl bank besdbs. ^^loklrfbr 
^hat? yoiiiwillsay. Why, for a.fair slore 
of the profits; a fair honest share; Mr; 
t)arUngton ; Edward Dickens is not the mai> , 
towant more than his owii/*' : . 
. Mr. Darlington was staggered. "If^sir/! 
iaid he, " I have misconstrued your meaiv 
iijg, I beg your pardon. Now if I under- 
stand you. rightly, you are willing to le^ 
the money advanced remahi in the bank, 
upon being admitted to a I proportionate 
share of the profits ; that . is, you propose 
yourself as a partner.'! 

" Not quite so : I am in years, Mr. Dar- 
lington ; my son is coming on apace—* 
eighteen, years old last March the fourth; 
He is a sharp lad, has the best of larning; 
the very best, Mr. Darlington, that money 
CQuld buy. You. have a daughter^r '' . ; 
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^ Sir ! forgive the ihterruption/* said Mr* 
Darlington, *^ yoo do not mean, perhaps, to 
wound me; but a proposal so abrupt, to 
place the scm of another in the sitoation 
which the death of my own has so recently 
Hxade vacant, is not of a itatrnt^tp be at^- 
tended to immediately^ I thaak yon, how^ 
ever, for the confidence your pmposai evin. 
ces. Nay, I will not absolutely refose it ; 
butlsee^amany otetaclestoit, that, inre^ 
quoting a Mtlle time for consicfenrtioii, 1 
would by no means have yon withhold such 
proceedings as your jitdgment directs, from 
any notion of my consent which such a re* 
quest might. imply. You shall hear from 
me, sir, as soon as possible ; but for the 
present you micst excuse me.^' 

These sentences were uttered with the in*- 
temi^tioQ of sobs; and then ringing the 
bell for a servant, he left the room without 
waiting an instant for Mr. Dickens's reply* 

" Oh, Harry Darlington !'* inwardly ^a^* 
culated the distressed father, as be tottered 
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to his library, " oh, hu?nan happiness ! — 1 
havfe nurtured a son from infancy to xmn^ 
hood — I have seen him qualified to occiipy 
with honour the place of his father and 
grandfather ; — he is vanished ! In an iii^nt 
the hopes and affections that sweetened mj 
life are dissipated like - the dream of si^ 
hour ! Thou art gone, my poor Hj^rry, fot 
ever !....And the son of an ale-house w^ter t 
—Good God! is it he /shall ris^ up in (^ 
pl^ce ofaDarlingto^?'^ ^ 

Thg angvish of this worthy n^ igas e«f 
treme^ and the ajppesy-^ce of bis dfugjbt^ 
ipho SQught to alXex^^ his jBcm (^j kk: 
creased hii?.di?ti:^ 

lo tKe n^teafi time I)kkensan() ^^f^ §Qn\^94 
quitted the house j the former with n<| 
slight degree of astomshment at th^ conduct 
oif Mr. Darlington. 

" The thing, howeyer, must take ths^tr 
course," said he to his son ; ^' I ani sime, 
it must, Sawyen~There 's no loop holci- 
Eride 's in the way : he thinks we are mt 
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grand enough in family connexions : — ^bul 
v/e are in possession of that that will buy 
titles, boy.— ^He is a good meanitig man that 
Darlington, but a little weak in the noddle : 
crying and pouting about what can't be 
helped ;• all idle nonsense. Well, let him 
dione ^ bit— must come to, Sawyer. We 
have Jbim in a bag j of two evils he'll choose 
the least, I warrant. Won't relish bank- 
ruptcy.. See if any of his grand cousins will 
raise two hundred thousand— not amongst 
them all together. Let him try the city— - 
liiany a one willing to catch at such an open- 
ing ;. but where ^ their hundred thousands ? 
Yes, yes, I foVesaw all this ; must come to- 
m at last, and then. Sawyer, you are made 
for ever. The best accounts in all ,the city 
-^receivership of the county — treasurership 
accounts — government accomits; I know' 
what I am about,, my boy; and I am sure 
Sawyer Dickens is hot the undutifiil son or 
the snivelling fool that would baulk the 
plans of his father.*' ^ . 



itized by Google 



IN LONDON. 43 

As this votary of wealth now prophesied,, 
precisely so it came to pass. Altera variety 
of struggles between pride and shame -—be- 
tween the instant disgrace and ruin of bank*, 
ruptcy, and tne more remote bumilis^on of. 
adding Sawyer Dickens to the .fircn^ the 
iieart-broken Ikiiington acceded at , length 
to the latter. Sawyer. Dickens was imme- 
diately admitted, upon the most liberal 
and polite terms, as -an inmate in 4he 
jioose of: Mr. Darlington, and attends the 
l»nking«house in the capacity of apupil^ 
;who was^liereafter to become a principal in 
l^econeem. ." . ^ * > .. . . 
'. It iras the^subscance of one clause in the 
•fticles of this agreement, that if, on or be* 
fpre a certain day. Sawyer Dickens married 
Amelia Darlington, then and in that case 
the said sum. of- two hundred : thou^md 
pounds, now belonging to Ed^^trard Dickens^ 
vnxh all other slioire, interest^ and concern 
w^mevei: .wfaich^he nowpossessedinthehouse 
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,6f Darlington and Dickens^ sboujd be and 
b^ome the joint property of the said Saw- 
.yer Dickens and Augustus Darlington, and 
Aesurvivw of them, foreyer. The intent 
of this clause vas obvious, and that intent 
vrsis ansFered. . Thft credit, the £Qrti;ines of 
Dariifigton now rested entkely.cai the ca&- 
jaeiuon with Dickens, and the filial anxiety of 
JimfiiaL soon discovered that importantsecreL 
At the same time, Samyer. Dif keaa^ 
^yskh kka bs}M^ jcieimieed thd nMmawitt 
^yqitages that nctust accrue hav^ a. job^ 
latiitf^ip ymh the family :of. DadtngtcM^ 
in the event of his death, ttol. urgctt 
avith oapootuoi^ his {flrcte&ttdas /losithe 
g^entle Ametia^T—They vvere marned«n» 
Mr. DarUagtoa lived, to bhfss their, nupr 
tiab, and then> simk with resignadon to 
that grave, which the. indiscretions d 
^ beloved son had prematuxely prq>9red« 
. The heart o old Dickens was now without 
a wiJ^ : be beheld the work of his hand% 
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and rejoiced. From penury itself he haA^ 
ansen to a level, in point of fortune, with the 
richest men of his age, and he saw his son 
firmly established in a concern that added : 
every year immense accumiiladon txx his al- 
ready overgrown fortune. He Kvedtasee/ 
that son the &ther of a ' son, and then, his * 
career of avarice was closed for ever. 

: Through life he had suffered no pain, he 
had enjoyed no pleasure, from the intellec- 
tual part of his being : for in him this m:cu- 
mubtion of wealth was nfot a passion^ .'But 
merely an insdnct, which afforded him oidy 
a similar enjoyment to that, wHich the in* 
diligence of gluttony yieWs to ite gitnrelHng: ' 
v6taries. In death he experienced neidier 
mental terror nor hope ; his corporeal suf- i 
ferings engrossed his whole essefice of bdny,( 
except that in short interval of easi he 
would exhort his son to preserve and to in- 
crease that wraWi,^ which it ha^i becii the 
chief end of hisr exiteerids to ci^teL The 
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A«idow Dickens survived her'hufibarid only a 
few months ; and these three deaths left 
Mr. Sawyer Dickens, as before stated, one of 
the wealthiest commoners in England. 

Education had given him advantages to 
which Us fatha: ever remained a stranger: 
and his introduction, at an early period of 
life, to the polite and intelligent circle of 
Mr. Darlington's acquaintance afforded him 
a view of the world never .'seen by hk sire. 
The amiable qualities and the refined accom^ 
plishments of his Amelia were also charms, 
that wrought an almost magical effect upon 
the nature of a Dickens. Insensibly he be- 
came the weli*informed man, the polished 
gmtleman, and, by degrees, the combined 
influence of his manners and his purse 
introduced Mr. Sawyer Dickens into the 
very highest, circles of fortune,' rarik, and 
'fashion. ' 

He had attained his thirty^second year, 
and was in the zenith of his influence and 
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notoriety^ iii the year seventeen hundred 
and eighty-Eve, the summer of which his 
family had passed at Brighton; and it was 
to this family that Laurence and his son: 
were now sailing. 
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. CHAPTER III. 

AN ACT OF OSTENTATION. 

^ JVXAMMA, mamma !" said master Dick- 
ens, running to his mother, " I have heard* 
such a strange story about a poor little, 
child and a blackamoor !'^ 

" Indeed !'* said Mrs, Dickens, " and 
what is this wond'erful tale?** 

He then related, in his childish manner, 
the story, 

" i^nd pray, my love, how did you learn: 
this history?*' 

" Oh, mamma, Sally, the nursery-maid, 
told it just now: the groom told her all 
about it, and he heard it himself from the 
good fisherman. Wasn't it very good of 
liim to take care of the poor little baby ?'* 

" Very good, indeed, my love.'* 
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' ' ^ ^at mataot Mn Bkkens aQtsced i(he 
isbrarjTt 

^^ AngujBtiif iuis been i^tb^ a strain 
adviBBtiire (bat happened iduriBg tht stoatm 
^ast jfgbi^" 9ai^ Mrs. DickeDs. .- 

^' I have just heard the iwhale so^r/' ce^ 
|»Iied Mr* IKckoas^ ^ aad^ i idsQ'e:^, with 
-cdnsUexaUeiOBAieHishments, i&3omLaTaur, 
fi8^Iis was l^ing ^ hair.*^ 

They were now joki^d by seve^l of i^ - 
company then oii a vkil at ch^ irtUa, who 
had all i^oeivecl difereni accounts of Lau- 
tenor's sim|de mnradve to the groom. 

yht ^weather was fiiie^ ahd it was just a 
pleasajnt dbtive from dieir ^a to Laurence's 
kut f ^d as tio pardciilar engagement: stood 
for tb|t mortiiDig^ the irh^le party resolv^ to 
make the ixidiilgence of lliar euriosit)t the 
tUveriksement t>{ the moment. 

The splendor and rank ^ di6 peuty who 
dow arimd at the fisherman's hut occasioned 
eonsidctaldiKembarmsgiiient tothe.asto^ished 

VOI,. 1. D 
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inhabitants. Damef Laarence vr^ sitting in 
her garden with the in&nt stranger on het 
lap, while her own child was {ilayipg^BLt her 
feet. Laurence and his son wiere mondii^ 
their nets, which were hung oh tiiie palmg 
of the gaxden to dry. 1 I " 

'< So, my good i^ow," ^lid Mr. Dickens^ 
^ you hare had a strange adventure herei'*^ 

" Is this the child?" inquired Mrs.. Dic- 
kens, taking the in&nt in her arms : '^ What 
a beautiful little creature!'* 

The ladies of the party thrcinged to^md 
her, while the gentlemen entfered tl>e,hut 
with Laurence to takp a view (A th^ corpse 
of the unfortunate Chinese. ' Every in^divi- 
dual, preisent iorm^ bis own cbn^otune 
upon the subject^ arid aU with eqiuial p^oba^' 
bility. That the vessel had foundered was 
beyond all dojjbt, no signs of a wreck be- 
ing visible; and that the boat whk}:^ Lau- 
rence had descried in thie «tonn .had upset 
was equally certaiuj as it had been' ro-el with 
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at sea, keel upwards, that morning; but 
there was aoiname ihscribed <m it, nor a&y 
4itng pecutiarin:its.fQrmatioR, that could de- 
BaigBMte the ^p or kmd>o{ ship to which it 
had belonged. 

The aippeaimiBceof the dec«?ased was, how- 
cveryin > all respects that iof^ a Chinese ser- 
vant or sayigator em^doyed* on board East 
India vessels ; andLaarence faimsdf had no 
doubt but that the ve^l wi»kh. foundSered 
was the^ Indiamah which 'he had seen in. the 
early fort of the evening. ' 

Turning fifom the ilMated Chinese to the 
infant whom 'he had saved^ the company 
now ^Khausted conjectures agaiin upon whe- 
ther he was English or French; of poor. ot 
wealthy or^^ ; of noble or .mean birth ; the 
little ioAoeent htms;^ smiling all the while, 
as if in mockery of their idle guesses. 

** Wdl, but what is to beccnne of the 
d^ar lit^ creattire ?^ said Mrs. Bickens : 
** Be he of whatefer country he may, rkh 
* n.2 
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mpoor^ neaiar»)ble9liaeverBU(raiBoi3e 

. VaiioKS ^esiRareia9ttiied,l>mCthe m/nmige 
tifiifidiwiii^watta toxins o^ attweisvie 
months, or rather more. 

^gsa file qneBtkn msn stavted, Whzt 
vrasCO'be djDBetmth thsiittiefciaiding of 
ifaefieft-? One cf ijhte prtjit leaj|;th^ {ico- 
posedit ffidsBcanptiaii fbor tbeparpoee of ad- 
ffertiBiiiig the eiriteiice of the diild, of «ew 
dffivoiuaDg totraoe iUfi pansnts 4ir friend; 
or, if necessary, to. B&ppmt him Jtamg his 
inaapaci^ to prbnde Ifer faiimdf. 
' ^ jAl SicKt eAsriient idea,^' nnd a ^toad- 
gatBT of Mr« iDidaens : ^^ i second lint mo- 
lJon.«idi all my heart. Mere 'saoy ^^tiinea 
to b^gin; mbf i .<beg io ipropise that Mn 
Sovnper Dickens be rocpiested :tc» be trea- 
surer.**. 

'^' Yioii save Aiteitdy xftdigin^, or,*' said 
^ 'i&aA of 'vm2Uhy \vitii a .floeer, Siighfy 
fii|iied i3t m compltmesit whkh, unfbrtu- 
1 
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Aaiei/ fof thft apesitcer, bad toa mucli dF 
ftraiie tn it to pknae Mr. Bkkesis^ ymha wast 
eidfiKWNwiiig aft tlsMb efioch: m' -ndc &o 
tenlnr a»'iim€& » poaaMe in tbe i&amfaar 
^ pailiMiefil* 08feeM8ridcm.aiy p^iMiidDRieH 
SoM oonhinfd dKBT ioflktiit : opetagtiBBtES trpoii 
Ilk haiQ^ sod' far baottiiiBed^ ^ii.a.|mrsi>4 
yrondrapaife^: to isy/ ^ lisureadMKfy.Bia^® 
ii|^ ti^' mnd^ntQ M^ofcl d^ t»:be t^ 
duty of a man Cff Wf^htMiM oa: d^^ oci# 
calkm; aadlitidl7lk»k»thitf^wiAmit;the' 
mA ot ^rottr gnbct^ 'W^ I mtf venture tcr 
9]rtbitihelittklxil^dtui^&^^ Then, 

tembg t<i Mrs^ ISiekns» ^ What da yoa 
sa^, any lovjeS^ — ^Would k iwn ii&to pconide 
fcrthechadr 

'^Tbat 's Very good indeed^'Veaid the 
^coi&apt ^^K) proposed the triiia3«i6isfaip9 
^^ when ai^ the \vorld luuDiis that Mr^ Sawy to 
Dick^s might build an boepitei in. ivcf^ 
county, and tiien be the richest usaiu in 
i;nghmd-** 

Whatever might have been thik mcdvc^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



5^ A WlHTER 

which inspired , Mr. Dickens, his atfiiable 
wife instantly embraced the opportimi^ of 
exercising the benevolence which constently 
warmed her bosom. With a sm^i^ <3^ 
. manners peculiarly her own, sh« expr^sseiScI 
how delightful a gratification Ae proposal. 
of Mr. Didiens afibrded her ; and added, 
diat she would zealously assisl is any meuts 
of discorenng the father or any of die kin* 
dred of the in&nt 45traBger^ .. . : > ^ ^ 
It was now pjrbposed jto i%tum to the 
TiUa ; and the whole party woe quitting the 
Ijttle garden of the Laurences, whenMr&iK 
Dickens, fingering behind^ slipped a present 
kito the bands of dame Lauraice. This ex»^ 
ample electrified the party :— ^purses were 
drawn put Jh an instant, as if by word of 
command, and se^eeral golden tokens of thia 
adventure were left in the bands of the be* 
nevolent fisherman.and his .family. 
J . The f^tronage of Mn Sawyer Dickens con- 
ferred immediate notoriety upon the .name* 
less little stranger. His story, interested all 
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the : lowers of marvels aod mysteries, and 
afforded to the cimoua crowd wh^ ^»ted the 
mariaeneElia mo6t froitfal 'materials for ro- - 
mantic conjectares : to mere conjecture, in- 
deed, the oitgin and history of th^ in£uit 
eontinQedto be c6nfiMd. 
: The ssa«m at Brighton cloeed ; the Dick- 
csises returned to CaTendi2lh<^uar6 ; the 
noieelty of tiie adventure gradually faded i 
wtAibe story of the Chinese and diild gave^ 
plibee;ta mm^ «cw object of pubUc curi- 
osky» 

Mr. Dickens^ wholly engrossed by the 
pursutt of two objects, the increase of his 
Wealth and the acquisilion of a title, had 
almost forgotten the subject of his-t)8tenta» 
tious boumy, when be bne day accidentally ^ 
caught the Iktl^ orf^an in the arms 6f Mrs. 
Dickens* - 

«* Is that child here still ! '* exclaimed he. 

**Pbor little thmg, where should it be?*' 
said the tender-hearted Mrs. Dicktts. 
- "Surely; naadam, your- own childr?!^ 
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^aw daiiim.^iioligfc uptia ydnr dme and 

the child w mfi-h&i, Tv1ie»I uodtstotA to-, 
saripe U»frott the iirorJo-ho^ 

'» Wlttt must he dofte.iykli the poorfei- 
low then, Mr. Dick«w,^ , I hate a bon^nid^ 
tiMitlie)iiigMtorv,d0k>pmfJMr^ fttti 

^' Stod'btiilr 49: sonir oU:!BiQaita £0 m»sr ;. 
fol^h^ ht^ ptocmded vrUhiifoctesrat^ iibtOHi; 
sapeirfliiiiiea;^ How old d^ jmi 0ip|mte 
him to be ?'^ 

V Atoo|il(^^.y«ar» oWr'- 

(H' ^x years^al^ tb^ W0'H|;9t:hii|i>ii|t<^sCiN(e 

Awa^ wbixled Mi. Dickgsifi. Hit tsw^U 
Ijent.la4y €H»ee n^i^ i^cdi ih€ i^hiU eifr hiejc* 
lap* " Poor orphan!" exclaimed ^bfj^ 
'' H^w 9wet^ af e ^y ka^^M^iM^ I . hew 
btil]iint\fy€iyhl»rt thy kiiifb«qp«y<s$F Ah ! 
how is k »m Vith^ t&y fsu^im I Axe ik$ir 
qjr^jeloaedlipf evw j or in^ tjbc y nfw seream. 
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ii^'vidi teors^ vrufig bcm hearts disi throb 
with a pamfbl anadety for the&^«^^t-*-P6or 
b^ber CDRtiaued she, kiattog bkiagam as h€ 
cariied liis little fingers fDiimd one off: h^r 
owfli, *^^bou hast been 2^081 tnnaculoafily 
leecned ftxim die stormy ImUows ef the ocean? 
may ^ same oma^ioteitt faaad stiil be ese^ 
erted to preserve thee firom ail the daiigeKnit 
Biorms and all the £sMal shoaJe^of tUsi iife'e 
idee and error I The iate that dii«ceed thee 
to my arm^I eansibt but regard as a cWarge 
from Providence to supply the pkce^pA^ 
yenib ta theie; md to i^'ittmodt' of my 
poorer 1 ^t fischsu^ tbie tnm.'^'^ ^ 

This solftoqtty tras foikwed^by! a ttaiftiof 
thoogbt relative to the^ persen vHA ^iMm 
die should intrust her Ktfle chat^^ . . ; 

While endeawurbg to fecollset' sudi u 
perMn, sheiiMai^tasedfrMfrlwrreiieiie^by 
liieamioiiiKemeiitof Mis.'£iifieh(. : a : 

Mri. Eifield Wae the imlMi 4^ 
•eiaii/who had just em«^ from die oi»» 
scuHty to if^hleh telttts mti^M^rhiemd itt 
ds "• 
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<lpoAiedi in dnt prafefisbn^ and wbo liiid* just 
risen above this incunsbrance of defats-^bich 
an expensife education, and the vaei^sAf 
of nhaimainilig a^ genteel appearaiKe, tol 
loaded faim vitb, nirfien^ in the • diifcharge of 
hit dutf.aa phyddan to a diapeiisary-, he 
took a typhtis.iiiver, and died* In his life* 
lime Dr. £nfiekl( had been emmently* ser* 
.viceabidioMr8».DiclDeaiis; and when^ after 
Iriadteease^it wis {otund that all the property 
iie^ kft ;waa scarcely sufficient to satisfy the 
4^Aands of creditors, she interested herself 
, m pt<>n30tiiig a silbsciTptioii kf his widow 
and her itHbtai Utdt girl. By her influence 
ftnd e^eiti^ifs, ja sum was coUected, which 
jpitfcbastid wgk annuity oi one^ hundred 
pounds, for their twolfirel ; and to this good 
deid Mrs. Dickens added another.^ Among 
^hedtber additions and impro^enittts which 
Mr. Sawder .Ditkens was^ making upon his 
.Cuihb^Iand estate, he had thin lately. erected 
jeveialnewcotts^esjwithaiviewtostrtegth* . 
*jm kb interest hi: ^he county ekciion. One 
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'of iSiass^ oottages Mrs. .Dkktd? imd beg^ 
for Imr prot^ee, Mrs. Enlield, wheret 
lez^^tae^ $be maght reside, aod obtaix^ 
fiiftm Jkec small axmuity many mdre coiQfc»ts 
diantfae same sum wooU pfdcui^ in tbe vi* 
pDicy (rf London. ' Foi" this cottag^e: Mrs* 
Enfield: ms the next day to mt out^ and 
die ted now calkd to take leave of her 
kindwheiute^ patr^iesa* 
' Shie vv^ at wdman of handsome fprm, 
aboot thirty, ^h^a face magrked by sensibi- 
lity, bm iKitbeut iM^uiy. She was dressed 
iafiam daep mpoming, and carried iot her 
arms her little girl about twelve months old. 
r **l ;hasfc intruded upon yon, my dear 
ipUam^ibeiare I levre town, to off^ you 
oace fl&ore tiae assoi^ance pf that gratitude 
whicbliteepiy feel for all your goodness^ 
Imt wfakh; indeed I caaqot express/' 

^My dear. Aba. infield, you stf e very good 
ko look-in upcm; nm ; but p^y do not cause 
nie to repent, the Uttie services I have been 
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^ tt> faidif yotty by thii$ cepealedlf 
ifiUtkkig nki d«hamed of thcnw Da take il 
i^hair. 1^0d mi»r know, I am in great Mm« 
Ne^ Mrs. Enfldd, about tUs little pec, who 
has teiually fa^ened hnmrif so sctongiy 
lipM ihj affottkm^, diat he, kk sotit d^oi^ 
^Vals «iy own cUttdreou You iai<M Jtfir; 
Dkkenft'^ poM?fe dlspcnkkm^he Ja< juM 
been commanding me to aeid. t|ie poor &h 
low awby — sokl indeed i befiereiie is tight. 
It would cenamly bean act c^ iiipisdce: arfd 
folly to bring up th« chfld upon an eqtsd 
fity with-ourown (Shildieii, uriien their iii^^un^ 
pro^pe^ts ml^ are so different :— tliey bom 
to die first fortunes ki tlie kingdcaa; add lie^- 
poor feltovr, the heir ^ tidthing, bm Mlgt 
Nature bestow^ upon att her setis. lEeitfae 
difficulty is to procure him a proper kayluna. 
I have never trussed My.6wn cMUren fiaanl 
ttnder my dally inspection ) aabd,do yoKtkBtbw,. 
I can't he^ thinking that the apiiscs of Una, 
poor orphan's par^ts (sdppteiti^ them to be 
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00 more) expect froth meafi4miiji'!» if ke 
were tof oim! . But Mr.BidKxte will be 
obeyed. If I knew aay body— ^*' « 

The gratefbl heart of Mrs. Ei^Sehi beat 
^di pleasure, as a thought instantatneoosl]^ 
stmekheir. ^ ' 

^^If I coald flatter nlyailfr; said she^ 
^ thai you wckM iftinkf kipi j^rapeiiy con^i* 
fided to my care, dear itabdai% l^cW'hfl^sfy^ 
wOuId it render yow porar ^dowAo Imt 
pnasd Iktie ^taeaoe of evinang herffrfatitiidi 
to you by her unreimtfln^ attentiori to yxx6f^ 
charge!** i • . . ! 

<^ Axh you seriousia this fcmd»M^o^OD^ ^ 
Mrs. Enfield ?-^ToiikBowm>t iflHit imeight 
youwouU takit from my i»iild,>if i-iauUI 
bimg myself to tfamk ihd gisictouri.oicr 
was vsA vcxi£^ stt the ^dzpease' of you^ hvm 
comfoVt and OcnvenieBte b*^ t .. :" ; j. ^ 

«< Qidie dbe revered^, i anUroj^ft;: Sweet 
ittde feUow! fae wilL fightw rtftd SOTrOw? 
of my hmt} he BirSl isid^JPy'tllOi^lit^ 
frtoi the gcQTC, dear mld»D| ^IwMi, jf 
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spi^ of ;Hs6 voice t>f reasdn and religioQv 

. diey too often urander; lie Witt xnake me 

think daily of one y^hme example shadl be 

017 study,, and whose goodness shall iate my 

"Nay, now you afe going . from: tbe 
foi&t; but' I shall keep you to it^ believe 
^ me. ' Hqwi^apfnii yea heive made ^nie i ho^ 
fcrtmiate your call h You cannot oob^me 
sihat a/^^inght is ' mmoved from xny mihd^' - 
^ Bre tfa^ erhbraeed the Httte urchin, and^ 
jijacjng Urn on his Ibet, continued — ^t Go, 
go, then, Edward : we have christened him 
£dward^|riEoiitagu, Mrs*. Enfield. Go, dear 
Riward, toyour — ^Alas! what? Here £5 
luioihei pe^pkbdrty. .The first endeaiing 
tylfablv. wiifoivabndst ev^ry infant is : taught 
ID lispi ki ma' or pa' : poor, little creature, 
what. shall ^e teach Um to caB you V* 

^ Ob, let iom caU me mamma Enfield y 
and let him evea b^eve ine to be so, at 
teatttili he 8irriv@s ait an age whenit maybe 
ijfudiM fopsffed} to him alt we know of his 



itized by Google 



story. I shall, I assure you, make no di« 
stincdon between my Eliza and yourEdward, 
vhich may teach them that they are not both 
my children/' 

Mrs. Dickens expressed her thanks with 
heart-felt wanptb. loy, pure as the angels^ 
feel, filled her heart, and flew to her tongue. 
She did not, however, spend the morning 
in vsiin prattle. Solid arranganents <^ a 
pe^niary nature were formed- ; and:Mr& 
Dkkens, after » thousand caresses^ at length 
committed . hhn to the protection of the 
^worthy Mrs. Enfield. « 

^* You will lit nie hear from you ecca- 
, sionally/' said 'Mrs. Dickens, as the porter 
h^ld t&e haikibdr in ^im hand. ^^ It is very 
prtibable in* die couise: of next »immer we 
may. vkic the CiHttberlaDd estate. Botwhen^ 
; ever I . coqp^,i let me : fiod you all bappy> J 
charge your! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A OISCLOSUflB. 

It k Qcareelj ta be cloiibted .th»t libe disv 
foAkA and tenpef of man recwe a Wt- 
ing stsmp.&om the imprankm yMch 10 
formed upon the'ia&Dt mbd by.the firat 
^ceptioBs <tf ea^eruMT ofajecfti. 

The scenery around thfidwelKcig of Mn^ 
Enfield was n«t iunply beaattful^ it ms 
grand, snaipiidcen^ suUiaie. 

The oottagekself was small; bnt its mtaomt 
decoratioM^ andthe chammg ar^apg^mentcf 
the Iktk tertitoryaiiaeiDed teit, i&a short tisK 
•display^ the fine taste and ielegantinind of 
its Qwnen It was situated in a Y9)bey> oil 
the borders of an expanshce lake, over whiclb 
the eye gradually wandered to a vast ampbi-^ 
theatre of mountains,^ rising one abo:ve aiu 
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an eminence to the right, att the diMtt<ie<if 
hxtfainile&Qmittft whag«v iNit de^K Ihe 

a^fewMffamiiof die odte poMirfol^ iMlily' 
o£ Beaockaimps^ T(d Ae kft, afld-netiiy 
€» a leMi^^mrith t&}^ mcwifeiteg |ite ^ll«dl^ 
Beauchamp Abbey^ t^ gtMiii^>|ttta0e«^ 
dllflV SiliP^ I)^^ Mly4siglier 

afUt h^befv tilt tte 'grai»d: fiol^b, wtdl 
trtiite nttfbte ctikMuidte, ahoiwe^itdelf ab4f ^ 
tbi^^ gtteik VffZ^g btanehed of Muf titxAy 
jAmied paik; ^mclby^ cdatrait dE ^t ^thdt 
is^ l^htV ta^elul^ cA^^^k, ^d detom^^^ 
triili ib^ aM)iff V^ bMry Moaideiisd te^fl^*^^ 

Big with the vanity of state, . . , / / 

; lieacfr to the OGkta|p^ weed ^ninkied fiie 
«0wfy ^^ct£d tenements of Mr. Dickcss^ 
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t The; back vic^w Jmm 4hB acotls^ vwned 
Iktte je il^^ sQ€fii^ from Ithat already ^* 
s^iib^, ^jKe^ thM tboroagfa an <^epu)ig 
is the- itiQusiains, the .{^Kttmog spureaof. 

tbe twprn of: ^ w^e^Ofnetkam Yiahfe» at. 

tbe. :distaidce of .^ycst. miks^ Hvblch was 
tbeii^fmst ;ai»fket*fWf«a». 

minf^'sL^&M ided^ )ievd;h4 Uved^ almost io: 
9^ slate of toJimdiv .Hit wokkl ccmaiitad o£ 
the space his eyea^ surveyed ; and all . hk* 
knowledge, of h» ovmepecieB was eoofiood 
to Mrs. ]EAfi^4aivi.h^;4avigfttes>'wJ)fim'hee^. 
Ipved wHh filial aadfiiaitmal^ affeoiw^ iUAf 
to about, a 4p%en other pei:s€)D$ in tl^i^^k^ 
bourhoody fo^sU o£ whom he' £eH kin4lQeM 
in return for the. lutte^be&efits they besjtowed 
upon hini,. • 

r He grew a faeaiui£slr child j and the nuld 
Qotanneraof Mrs» Enfie^ld vere reflected isi 
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his behaviour. He w^ therefore a hroante 
with all who happened tasee htm y and there 
wa&inot a htunsia bdng known to £dward 
from/ whom he faatd not received aome 
Ktile present of toys or fruits, which be 
never failed to offer to, or. to share with, 

OuHO^ard objects had hitherto whdly eo^ 
grossed his attmtion^ Coacemnig atithat 
he saw hewould aska tfaoQsand questbns^ 
iad would frequently puzzle Mjrs. Enfield 
extremety by the. acnteness of his inquiries i 
but of himself ^-Mif the origin of his own ex- 
ittence^of the nature of his own individual 
fedings, he was not yet egodst enough onc^ 
to think* 

More than five years passed away 
without any vi«t from Mrs. Didcens 
or any of tbe^'family* Th/e exedlent/Iadif 
frequently corresponded with the worthy 
Mrs. £niield> and from her' letters, the 
latter learned the causes which^ from 8um« 
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meffm«tiinsier, d^fetttd tbe UomMLjfim^ 

«tdigjpjpw>si«yhim to have Been (Otttktt daf 

anniyersary of that day^ continued ta i 
MUM toiam ai bar ninaBfannce io^ ker 
dHirgc^ wUdb i«w ^Iw^i dto^xmpmki fay 

iiU. that these jmrnMs cum from a good 
iaJtf^'wbok viB U&imdiciiiar and betl fiaeBd ^ 
bttl as the same good hdy va8> aa l»r as he 
kiiar, a& miidis the friend of £Iwa> daa 
Wiriiiiista&ce Bevn ^aerf desfity im|nre$aBd 
him* 

. It waaoo the seventh retmnof diis^day 
d»t. Mrsi Enfield raceiyed the cusemoary 
factets^ hot was surprised to cbserve & cc* 
fPfM hnpedsscd cm. the. wax that seated the 
uscompaapng ktter^ Upon undcis^g i^e 
letter sbe.l^med that the g£ea|: object of 



itized by Google 



Mr. SHiiv)»er IlmkBiiB^ambiaQai ara^at4ei^t& 

accomplifibed; and di&t lie .kad been created 

ead, of iloseii^itte, faaron Burtisi, s^id that 

^3ke fiknd and benefac^sess of ihenelf and 

iEdward^was now counisss .of RoaeriU&^«^ 

Tb^zkew tideiicmarer <^ notdisgniseihe 

old friend : the. same beBerolenbe, the sanie 

4boiiiiltty ef 3nind disdnguished ewtac^ *sen« 

trace of her letter* The conchiding -foaS^ 

igcafA staled tiiat die baoSij intended visiting 

^eCafaes that au^nnn^aadthatiAliieiooittse 

of their tour they should inspect :tiie»»nr at- 

<mo8t finished ^pahce, ^hidoi i^sas Heacefbrth 

tobedenon^aitedfijooevillePaiJc* \^*'^ 

The imaginadon of Edward was naw to 

he stimulated by new events, in less than 

a week alter 'i^ tsecti^ df her Jetter^hbdy 

RoseWlIe, with a splendid 'equipage aad 

Tetinue, alanned' the vaeAp iniiafaitants' of 

^ valley by a visit 4;o the cottage^of Mv^. 

Enfield. Accompanied' by :her s6a 4ad 

jftm^ter, she ^a}igfated from Jier casriage, 

and embmoed nviili . aSectionaOe ^ i£et]iQQur. ihe 
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improved £dward; and cordaXiy rejoiced 
to see die widow Enfidd restored to tran*> 
quMlitjr, and enjoying competence. Her 
jown SOD). now styled lord Barton, was in ISs 
thirteendi year, and felt all the effects of 
ihatimportaiice which he cohcetved his new 
!di|puty'shed around him. 
c:^ Bless me r ezckdmed his young lord- 
^ip(-^^ bless me ! can this fine fellow really 
be the poor bantling that bUcky picked 
mt of: die sea seven years ago? How he 
l»sg«own!'' 

K Htesh, my love }** said lady Roseville^ 
shocked beyond descriptton at this -abrupt 
attackr 

: *♦ Wliat does he mean, mamma,*' saidEd- 
ward.lx) Mrs. Enfield, " by my being Ixcked 
cmtoftheeea?'^ 

. ^* That 's a good one!^' ezclumed the 
young lord. ^' W^at, does he think this 
lady is his mamma ?*' 

The iwhple ksi this dialogue passed mudi 
mere rapidly than it can be related^ while^ 



itized by Google 



in txmssdsEable ^^erplcadty, Mf kosevSle 
and Mrs £a&id ladkaA accetxrh pfher without 
iBpoafcingy land n^ cUting m> notice the in- 
^Icttringi.locdL^ of pborEdvmd) who stood 
sHent and abashed. 

Her ladyship> with a qui^c^ of deci&abn^ 
broke the silence b^ * .'•' 1 ^ 

" No, my sweet littie fellow^ Mfs* Erifieid 
is not indeed your mamdia ; ^b^t she i» your 
very good fiiendy and yon must love h^r as 
macth a^ if sherscaity wei?e;yatir mother;^'' 
, Eidward abU remained sileuc y but- he let , 
deoptheJiandLof£tiza,/^ichhe had hdd 
UU^lhfiiH<aaid looked £earfully in tlie face of 
MiB« Enfield^ as if. anaddus yet di^eading to 
heak her v^ce. . /. •.■-./''. 
] i3i%€^fanlei>Xe^rtwd:Wid<w^wa$lbo mucii 
a&ected by: tke^evidtotly pakful »&nsil»iily of 
thexbild to utter a word.; 

*^ A'n't you indeed my matnmct ^* at length 
sQid<fce*. »'» ) ^ ',-'.'•/ ^ " ■'' - 

" No, no; net -your t^tArighl^Pn^si 
manua%V' saiditfae gopd wo^idn^ in his own 
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^ bat J lovte )rchi^i5-0tedb« If X wisne*'' 

ville ; ^^ and is she come.te ftdoe one nvajr 
f^0$i:y(}uaQd££s»f'* ; .. .*j / ^ 

The young lord laughed dMeeetilj^ and ex* 
clahneii, /* That VexCeOent I" 

Xady Roee^iUe framed at the leirky of 
t^is for^iord ^bay, who had l»en braaseoed fer 
two yeaj^ at Eton ; aad tkmmg fz>.the mem* 
hJ^ng' Ediirard, urtioae Utde heartithr6bbed 
M^th eowltifiiksaDinew^ so pdrnfid^rlsw^iit^g 
that tbsey ibraugfat tearsJnto fabefsa^ahe'^tobk 
his hand wid jloev^him closeiio 3ier bosom. 

^^ I should be proud to have.so.giKidd little 
boy £3r mYM^wM jrouiace^ Ediiard; dmt I 
am nqt youf nMitafiu : :Mq, ;Qiy dear chSd, 
we are afraid your poor mamma died at aea 
when ysw^ mm 'irery, 'very: youBg^^^ * 

With wonderful quickness of perc^tioB 
ihe ishUd iottntiipted'iMr-w 

'^ Ml M^4 then» I Jciuw. w^^ 
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young gentleman means by saying I waa 
picked out of the sea by blacky : my poor 
mamma was drowned. Oh, why did noc 
blacky pick up my mamma instead of me ?'^ 

** Sweet child !*' exclaimed the counte8»» 
embiacing him. 

After a short pause,' during which the 
mind of Edward seemed labouring with in* 
quiry much beyond his years, he said, 8ud- 
denlyr- 

"Where is blacky ? Where is he?'* 

•* He is dead and buried,** said lady ^.ose* 
ville : •* but listen to me, Edward," conti- 
nued she, observing that the uncertainty of 
his origin, which had thus unfortunately been 
made the first exercise of his reasoning 
powers, pained Him extremely; and justly 
concluding that a simple statement of his 
story, in language adapted to his tender years, 
was the best remedy, and could not be too 
quickly .administered,—" Listen to- me, Ed- 
ward," said she, " and I will tell yoti how it 

VOL. I. E 
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has happetied that you live with this good 
lady) who has been another mamma to you. 
Whai you were a very vay Uttk child, not 
Tttvbh Hu>re than twelve npioi^ha oldj you and 
your parents, as we suppose, were pn board a 
ship which was lost at sea in a aKarm* Of all 
ih^ pieoj^le in the ship only one was aUe to 
swim to the shore, and that was a Chinese, a 
blackamoor, as my son has called him: 
this humane man brought you from the ^p 
to lartd, dr yoi^i weyuld hav6 been drnivmed 
too; he however conveyed you, half d^d, to 
the hut of a kitid-hearted fiisherxoan, who 
received and restored you. The poor Chi* 
nese could not speak £ngj&h, and therefore 
could not make himself understood by the 
fisherman's family, and before the next 
morning, he died ; you were tJiUs left a help* 
less Bttle stranger. It happened thaiC at that 
time our fitmily feaded at the very place 
where the Chinese brought you, and lord 
RoseviHe was so good as to take upon btm« 
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self the care of yoa, and to }dftceyou with 
this good lady ; who has, I am sure^ been a 
very good mamma to you." 

.Hie duid seemed bewildered by attempt* 
ing to foUow a train of thoughts occasicMfied 
by the inferdation which had been thus 
i^rupdy forced upon his tender mind. He 
remained silent when lady Roseville paused^ 
fixing his starting eyes i^on a portrait of 
fit* Enfield which hung over the chimney. 
At length he said sorrowfully to Eliza--*- 

^ Ah, Elixa, riiat was your dear papa j 
but he was not mine ! May be I ^hall never 
know who was!" 

A flood, of tears fdlowed this aifFecdng 
speech. 

« What extnunrdinary sensibility, for so 
young a mindl" said lady Rose viBe. 

** He is mdeed" a prodigy/* said. Mrs. 
Enfield : ^ I have frequendy been astonished 
by proofs of his feeling, and his under- 
standing, fer above his years, I have ever 
dreaded this^mom^; but when the fir3t 
e2 
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effects of such a discovery shall have sub* 
jsided, I think w^ shall have reason to con- 
gratulate ourselves and him, that all future' 
disappointmenlfi have been thus prevented. 
Come^ my dear Edward, look up : this h 
yoiiir good friend ; this is lady Roseville, 
^ho has been indeed a benevolent mamma 
to you, as well as a hud>and to meP' 
• ",Letus change -the subject," said lady 
JRoseville. ** Have you, in your rambles, 
ever reached so far as the Park, Edward ? 
have you seen . the workmen there ? There 
are some fine paintings now executing on 
some of the cielings and vails. Will you ride 
with us there ? Lord Roseville will be glad 
to see you/' 

" Not now, if yotl please, ma'am,** said 
Edward sorrowfully j '^ my head aches 
very much." 

Lady Roseville, whose goodness of heart 
was almost equalled by the escdlenee of 
her judgment, perceived the .i&tress into 
which the unintentional discovery at that time 
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had thrown th^ cottagers j for Mrs. Enfield* 
and Eliza .deeply participated in the sorrows 
of Edward, took a hasty leave, and promised 
to see them next momii^. 

•^ Don't cry, my little fellbw," said lord 
Barton, who had been most awkwardly 
twirling a watch-chain rotrnd during the con-* 
versation: *' my father will, Tm sure, pros. 
vide for you ; you won't want fcM? any tiling j 
doa*t cry, my rtian.'* , ^ 

His lister, who was possessed of exquisiti 
sen^bitity^ hlid silently sympathized with the 
poor orphaU in his sorrows, and> with sweet 
affability, taking his hand, put it to her lips^ 
and simply ,said " God bless you/Edward ]■* 
while a tear fell vfarm from hex beautiful 
cheek upon the yqry place where her lips 
bad inipressed the kiss. 

The mind of Edward received a shock, 
from this abrupt discovery of his mysterious^ 
origin, which not I all the soothing tender- 
$bes8 of Mr«. Enfield was able wholly to re-f 
pair. He seemed, as it were, instantaneously 
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'altered &om the gay. and sprightly child to 
the reserved and melancholy boy. He sat 
duxob as a statue for sbme time after lady 
Rosevilie^s departure ; then, starting as from 
a reverie, asked question after question re- 
specting the story of his presei*vation, and 
his present situation. In vain Mrs. Enfield 
attempted to divert his attention to other ob- 
jects, and even the kind assiduities of Bliza 
rather increased than assuaged hi$ sorrow* 
He never ceased inquiring tiil he had learned 
tU that wal& keiovm concerning himself. 

The night came, and Edwftrd retired to 
bis bed, for the first time, with a mind op.- 
pressed. His deep for the first thne wsts 
^turbed by dreams, in which be s«w the 
shipwreck which had so powerfiilly im« 
pressed his imagination ^ he saw his Ufeless 
parents floating on the turbulent btUows ; he 
taw his generous preserver, as his quick fiuicy 
had formed him } he felt himself borne 
through the rough dashing waves ; he beheld 
the benevolent Laurences; and at length 
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he fancied himself introduced to his great 
benefactor, in whose presence he felt an 
awe 60 painful that he awoke disturbed and 
terrified. 

While they were at break&^ the following 
morning a footman deliv^ered a note to Mts« 
Enfield, from lady RoseriUe, requesting h^ 
company, with £liza and !&lwxrd> at thft 
Park. ^ 

. As they approadxed the superb mansion 
of his bene&ctors, the imagination of Ed* 
Iffard pictured to baxn the aostcre.form of lord 
Roseville, which he had beheld in hit dream, 
. and he trembled and tu^ied pale. His awe 
was hx from lessened by the i^tendour of ^ 
the palace he now for the first time entered, 
which, even in its unfinished state, was suf- 
ficient to have dazzled even a mature ima- 
gination. 

Encosiragedby the smiles of Mrs. Enfield, 

however, the little dependent ascended the 

white marble staircase that led to a suite of 

. moms in one wing of the building, which 
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was fitted up for the temporary reception of 
the family, - . 

. As the doors of a small saloon were un« 
folded, the countess and her lovely, daughter 
were discovered sitting at breakfast. The 
eyes of Edward travelled swiftly round thd 
apartment. The earl was notther^. His 
heart felt relieved, from a weight of appre- 
hension, and it even beat with joy when 
lady Raseville advanced to meet them, and 
apologized for the abrupt departure of the 
tarl, who« with his son, had set off to travel 
the first stage towards London on bofse« 
back« This intelligence delighted Edward, 
who now gntfiiied, without restraint, the in« 
quisitive turn of his mind by a minute obser- 
vation of the new wonders of art around him. 
The exquisi^^paiutings, the magnificent fur« 
niture and decorations of the room, afforded 
him a mental recreation which for the mo- 
ment absorbed all recollections of himself. 
. The rules of proportion, and the orders 
of art, may be acquired by lessons ; but that.^ 
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discernment, ot at least that relish of the. 
beautiful or the sublime, which is vaguely 
denominated taste, is a gift of nature. The 
seeds of taste w^ef, even at this early period 
of his life, implanted in the mind of Edward,- 
who devoured with ecstasy all the beauties,- 
the elegancies, and splendours which the 
power of wealth had profusely scattered 
about the palace, of lord Roseville, 

.When tovthis gratification were added the; 
sweetly soothing, tenderness of lady Rose* 
ville, and the artless and affectionate efforts 
to amuse of her daught^ lady Emily ; when 
the former struck the wires of fier harp j 
\riien the latter opened, to him her portfoli<^ 
ef drawings^, the productions of her own 
pencil y when she explained to him the n^es 
and porofierties of plants and flowers, ,o^ de^ 
saribed to him, the internal; vi^w of a theatre^ 
JEdward's heaxt glowed within him. ; 

Eliaa Enfield, whb ^red in all the atten- 
tions shown to Edward, though old^ than 
him by some years, was comparatively ^ifV 
e5 
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Sensible to these pleasures. Tha objects she 
saw were new^ and they certainly afibrdied her 
pleasure ; but it was not, as in Edward, a 
rapturouS) an absorbing pleasure ; her mmd 
was amused, but her heart was uninterested; 
while in him the whole scenery engendered 
new feelings, new wishes, new hopes, and 
new fears. 

At length the dayclosed. iJow early did 
Edward experience the fickkness of human 
nature ! The very place which he had apf 
proached with a reluctance amounting al- 
most to terror, he now quitted with regret 
So keen, that he ^ghed as he reflected on 
th^ narrow space and humble ornaments of 
Mrs* Enfield's cottage ; and sighed again as 
he contrasted the accomplishments and ele- 
gant deportment of lady RoseviUe and her 
daughter, with those of Mrs. finfiokl and 
Eliza, whom, till tO-<lay, he had cionsidet^d 
as the most perfect of beings* ' It was there- 
fore with inexpressible joy that** he heard 
hdy^ JloseviUe say, at thar departures, that 
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she shcmld fioi cput the I^rk tliese three 
days, and that she boped.to see them daily 
during 1^ stay* 

These tibree days va« passed at Rddeville 
Parl^m a manner no less ddightlui to £d« 
ward than the first, aikl on the fottith the 
countess and her daughter quitted Cumber- 
land for the metzopotis. : 

Theyaimg mind of her piot^g^ bad re« 
ceived, however, from l^ scenes and sddecy 
of even these few days, a tone of elegafice « 
which icareased wkhhi&increa^g ye^urs. 

Nor was the impressbn which tady t!mi^ 
ly's ac€<»np1]shments and es^dvatiiig man« 
pers made upon his memory and afiecdons 
less &rdbl& Her ana&c^ed smiles, the 
speaking bvefiness of her hright blue eyes, 
her finely moulded form, were eirer pre^^t 
with him* Elm ceased to interest him as 
Ae had done hefore he knew the lovely 
Emily. Eliza was a good-tempered aild a 
pretty girl, SAd was fkr from deficient in 
mtdiectual acquirements: but she wanted 
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diat gk>wJ9g aoim^tiQa of beaaty, and that. 
4parklijig iire of voindy which £mil7 po^ 
sessed. Eliza could perform a sonata upon 
the piano with considerable expression and 
eflfect ; but this was a picture of- still life, in 
comparison with the enchantment, of the 
sen$es produced by lady £mily» as she ex« 
hibited her graceful form and limbs in dan« 
dmrgtothe sounds which she herself extract- 
ed from the tambourine. 
^^O! how I should like to.see lady Emily 
dancing a^aln upon the lawn !'' would £d« 
ward frequently exclaim. At other times 
he .would say,' " O! Eliza, I wish you 
played the tambourine like lady Emily j*' or, 
" I wish you could draw like lady Emily.** 
A large portion of his boyish thoughts 
w^ occupied by lady Emily; and the whole 
^ of bis {rontemplations were divided between 
44^i^tion of her, and fruitless surmises 
\ipOjjL.Jii$ own origin. 

While the strength of these impresstcms 
rcmaiQ^d, his walks were always directed to 
1 
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Jloseville Park. Hei?e he grew acquainted 
. with the various artisans and artists, which 
were employed in completing and decorating 
that modern palace. He would almost tire 
them with que^ons respecting lord Rose- 
ville and his family ; while all the informa- 
tion which he gleaned tended to in^ire hixft 
with increased aw^ of his patron^ with id-^ 
creased veneration andafiection&r his lady 
and his daughter. ^ 
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CHiiPTER V. 

: A STAANOER* ' 

OKEevaungyWhenEdward was rather more 
thaa ten years old^a^ he was returxung alone 
from one of these visits^ he ol)8erved, at 
the Yci^e of the park, an elderly genttemao, 
plainly dressed, who was leaning on bis cane, 
and contemplating the elegant structure 
whkh Edward had just quitted. 

** Tell me, young gentleman,'* said the 
stranggr, ^ whom does this fine mansioa be- 
long to ?'* 

*^ The earl of Roseville, sir/' 

•* Roseville — Roseville i That must be a 
new creation — ^I do not recollect the title- 
But pray, — youlive hereabouts,! presume, — 
can you tell me where Darlington Hall is ? I 
have been absent from these parts some years, 
and may have mistakenj but surely this 
should be the spot, '* 
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*< Dartmgton Kali stood, aty on the verf 
&te oi that new palace/* 

^^ Stood \ yoang gentleman, do I com* 
prdiend you? Do yoti mean that the old 
hospitable mansion of Darlington has been 
demoliisbed to make room for this ephemeral 
temple of iuxury ? Spirits of our departed 
SDicetfeors, how most ye scowl upon the an* 
tics of your children V* 

Edward, wha did not consider the coDU 
eluding apostrophe to have been addressed to 
han, was proceeding homeward^ when 'the 
stranger called to him-^*- 

^ Sir, I beg your pardon, but you would 
much oblige me if you would direct me 
where I may obtaiin some refreshment. I 
once knew this pan of the world perfectly 
wett; but really every thing here has under- 
gone such a wonderful metamorphosis^ that 
I can scarcely credit my own-senses.*^ ' 

^* 1 am gomg home, dur ; it is but aAwot 
a quarter of a mile further; yon can see a 
fittle white cottage at the edge of the hke^ 
sir} I live thert^ and I am sine Mis* £» 
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field will be very much pleased with me for 
conducting you to whatever entertainment 
our house affords J' 

^^ You a3:e a kind-hearted youth, I thank 
you> and will accept your offen" 

"Or, if you had rather, sir/' said £df« 

ward, " I am acquainted at the Park; and 

the housekeeper will, I am sxure, receive you 

with politeness, though perhs^s not with 

"'Ho much kindness as Mrs. Enfield." 

•^ No, no, no.. When the choice to a.pooi 
weary traveller i^ a palace or a. cottage, hi 
must be a novice indeed^ who prefers the 
&nxter.. Comej. my kind friend," conti- 
nued the stianger, patting Edward on 
the head, ^' to. the cottage,, to the co^ 
tag;e." ^ : > 

At the door of the cottage they Mtte 
received by Mrs. Enfield. 

^^ I have been induced^ madam,'' said 
the stranger, " to take this liberty, by the 
ingenuous assurances of this young gentle^ 
man, who teUs me that you never, turn tbi 
weary traveller hom your door^"' 
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" No, nevfer, do you, dear ma'am?'* ssdd 
Edward :, " and this gentleman seems very 
tired/' 

** To confess the truth,** said he, ** my 
young friend, I am not only much fatigued, 
but greatly disappointed. I have travelled 
from Scarborough in stage coaches, the last 
of wHch I quitted at the turnpike-gate, 
where the road turns off to DarKngtoh; and 
I had walked ten miles in the hope of meet-* 
ing a kind reception at the' hall, when, to 
my astmnshment, I found that the noble pile 
was levdled to the dust T' 

Mrs. Enfield was never seen to more 
advantage than v^hen employed in acts of 
bo^itality. Scarcely had the gentleman 
entered the neat little parlour, wh^ the table 
was spread with home-made, winies,. fruit,. 
bread, butter, and cheese. Edward took 
his hat and stick, Eliza placed a chair fot^ 
him^ andMrs. Enlield vnih unaffected sm^es 
invited him to the repast. / . 

" This scene, madam," said the stranger, 
seating himself, *^ almost makes me doubt 
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an opinioor I have adopted, that ^bterested 
benevolence is a strange op earth/' 

** The circumstances must have been of a 
peculfaurly melancholy^ nature, I presume, sir, 
that could give birth to that opinion. 1 trust 
there are numerous, instances of disinterested 
benevolence to be met with daily»'^ 

** Ah ! madam/' said the stranger, *' yoi*- 
Bve here in the bosom of retirement, accus» 
tomed only to the sinqilictty of nature, and 
J marvd noc at your aeatimenta*.'* 
. <^ Bot that I do live here^ nr, is onepxnf 
at least of the exiotence of disinteresled 
goodnesa" Then with orerflovring grat&nde 
of heart ^ broke forth into a brief nsrratrre 
of lady Roseville^s generans conduct, and 
concluded with thie wirmest eukigiimi of her 
potronesa, 

^^ She has acted Uke a Darlington ; sbe is 
worthy of her sire/* 

** You knew the DarBngtons, then ?" 

^* Yes, I knew them wdl. But who la 
this earl of Rosevilie, to whom you tell me 
^isnJianied^'' * 
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" He was a Mr.. Sawyer Dickens, a niai^ 
, of immense wealth/* 

" Which weakh has purchased him a titfe! 
---is it not so?'* 

Mrs. Enfield smiled. 

" Wealth, madam, has become in these 
days of corruption a substitute for every vir-- 
me ; ^nd though I did not know that he 
was now a peer, I am not altogether una^- 
quailed with the circumstances which 
brought nbout the vmon of th^. waiter's soa 
vntix A diiugbter ctf die house of Parlington^'' 

As the starai^er fimshed these wcjds, he 
passed hta hand over his eyebrows to concesd 
histear^. Heccmtinued— - 

^* Forgive me, madam : the name of Dar*- 
lington recalls to memory such scenes, and 
revives such painful feelings in this hearty 
that I cannot conceal my griefs.'/ 

He arose, and walked towards the win^ 
dow, which commanded a view of Beau- 
champ Abbey. He started — ^^ There again, 
there again,'' said the stranger^ turnii^ 
round to Mrs. Eniield^ ^^ the sight of these 
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old town's — bh, how painful; how heart- 
rending !** 

Mrs. Enfield attempted to say something 
of a soothing nature; but the stranger, with-- 
out listening to her, muttered some words 
wholly unintelligible : then, recollectmg 
himself, he said-*- 

" Kind, good lady, be not alarmed; do 
not suj^ose, from this behaYiour, that » 
maniac trespasses upon yornr hospitality i so, • 
ilor a driveling idiot, who means to spend 
his days in unavailing ^rrow : no, madamy' 
these tears have started, I assure you, bold 
niutineers against my will as much as against; 
my reason, and I trust they are the last that 
will disgrace my cheek.*' 

He pzfUsed la few ntioments, and then iriore 
calmly resumed — 

. " Ah, madam ! many, many years have- 
rolled over me since, in the happy days of 
infancy and childhood, I dwelt among the 
scenery of this romantic spot. Yon abbey 
and its venerable towers, this tranquil lake, 
these awful mountains* were, the first objects 
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which impressed my opening mind.. The 
sight of them brings back the pnalloved de- 
light, the pure and heartfelt joys that then 
were fnine; and, oh, <^od! the contrast 
of what I since have suffered, what I still 
endure '* 

The energy with which the stranger ^oke, 
and the abruptness with which he left unfi- 
nished his sentence, added to a wild yet 
melancholy countenance, almost induced 
Mrs, Enfield to brieve that he was indeed 
that maniac, which Jbe had himself feared 
she would suppose him to be. - 

Edward, who had at first felt pleasure in 
listening to him^ now insdnctively moved 
further $-om him> and nearer to Mrs. ]&n« 
field. -The stranger observed it. 

" Na,y, my good fdilbw, you surely -are 
not afraidgof me! Come, give me your 
hand ; that's a bravefellow. Pray, madam» 
how old is your son ?" 

^'* Edw^d, is s^mqst nine years old, sir j, 
but he is not my sqn/'^ ..- \. 
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« Your nephew then, perhaps ?** 

** No, sir, he is"no relation/' 

^^ Ituleed ! Some relation then, I presume i 
What is your name, sir ?*^ taking him by 
the hand. 

«^ Edwatd, sir/' 

** Edward ; well, but what else?'* 

Edwsffd blushed ; he withdrew his hsmdj 
burst into tears, and left the room, followed 
byEfiza. . 

** What have I done **' exclaimed- the 
itranger. " Forgive me, madam, if igno- 
rantly I have touched some chord that has 
produced this pain/' 

** You have mnocently hurt his £eebigs, 
sir. He is in fart a foundling} 2in4 he 
knows it/* ? 

*' A foundling! Poor fellow!" said the 
stjEianger. *^ How shall I m^ake hir^^ amends? 
But he should have been named after the 
person who found him, or the place where 
he was found, and have been kept ignorant 
of so distressing a want/* 
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^^ Sdch ceitaiidy was lady Roseviife^s de- 

<^ ididjr Ri)6ef]Ue i'* interrapted the 
stranger^ ^^ Amelia Darilingto& you mean* 
What ^ her, madamf What i^^ she, of 
yfibat has fibe^ to do ixdUi this poor boy }** 

The impatient and ^k^pel»6u8manll^ of 
ihestrasger again alaimed Mrs« Enfield, and 
d^ hesitated in her repiy. 

'^Tett me, madam,. and I beseech you 
teH me truth too^~Wfaat share has Am^Ma 
Bariingtoa in the destiny of this found^^ 
ling, as you call him ?'* 
, ^^ Sir, die i$ his best friend, his bene&c* 
tress/* 

« /* hideedi'^ said he, stasiing with sarprise-^ 
" So, so,so!— ^ell, well ! — ^What should sur- 
prise a man of my experience!^ Yet,-^-nb, — 
it cannot be f I wron^ her^ itisinlpdssKibtel 
She was allpurity — and yet, so was^—TTVlio 
knows the heart of a woman ! YouteH me 
j^t she is your best fiaend,and his be^ ^end. 
This foomUing may have a. natural claim to 
the care of Amelia^ eh^^Jlff^ Enfield ?" 
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. Mrs. Enfield could not immediately ccfm-* 
prehend theinnuendo contained in this speech i 
but a$ the stranger continued to fix his eyes 
upon her with a mysterious meaning, the 
, gonvictiQin q£ . bis . disre^ctfid'. suspicion 
flashed upon her mind, and roused an ind^i^ 
nation which ^ madi no effort to conceal, 
ghe rose from her chair, rung the beU, aixd 
saying haughtily, " AJy servant, sir, will 
attend you,*' Was leaving the room, when 
' the stranger quickly followed her, and, 
snatching her gown, exclaimed in a tone of 
distress-^ 

*^ Madam, madam, if you have a heart, 
forgive me; allow something, I beseech you, 
to a man whom misery and despair haVe al- 
most ciuzed.'* 

** The ingulf to myself I could easily for* 
give ; but wheti your gross allusion involves 
the honour of. a lady whose purity is unsuK 
}ied as: an angel's, it becomes me to say, 
IJiat our acqu^ntance is not of a nature, sir^ 
to warrant any further communication.'* 

*^'l cannot suffer you, my good lady, to de- 
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part under the influence <^ so much displea* 
sure. Pronounce my pardon then, aftd believe 
me, that your owii grateful heart can never 
never feel that ardbur of adnaratibn, that 
dusts reject for Amelia Darlington wMch 
dus bosom cherishes. I shall detest myself for 
suffering & thought so derogatory to her tn^ 
gelic virtue, even for a moment/* 

Softened in her displeasure by this display 
of unfdgned sorrow, and stimulated by her 
love of lady Roseville, still further to confirm 
die stranger In the persuasion of her inno- 
cence and g(^dnes8, Mrs. Enfield closed the 
door she held in her hand, and proceeded : 

" The concern which you appear to take, 
sir, in the character f)i one of the best of 
women^ makes me ansdous to convince you 
how grossly your suspicion has injured it« 
The history of poor Edward is singular ; t 
will briefly relate it to you, :and you will 
then percenre that die interest which lady 
Roseville has taken in his unfortunate d«dny 

VOL. I. F ' 
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is in every respect most honourable and 
praise-worthy.'* 

^^ Oh» it must be so r I am^a hasty fool 1 
Pray, madam, proceed." 

Mr^. 'Enfield then began to narrate the 
history of the {storm and sfaipwreclc; and had 
proceed to that part of the tale where the 
Chinese entered the hut of Laurence vith 
the infant, when she percdved the counte- 
nance of the stranger convulsed with emo* 
ton, — She paused. 

" Oq op,*' exclaimed he.-^^ Say, was this 
child the boy I saw just now ?" 

" Edward was that child. Why do you 
"tremble §o, sir?" 

"A Chinese, you say; — ^the Sussex coast; 
the date Of the year ;-^-the month August ;—« 
the boy then about twejve nionths old; — 
Curseonthechance that brought him hither !*' 

Hepau$ed; be clasped his hands together, 
and- rjiised his ey^ as. if in silent ejacui* 
laHon# . 
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Mrs. Enfield was overcome with astonisK- 
ment. She feltinspired with the convkrioigi 
that she saw before her the feth^ of Edward, 
thus miraculously l^rought under the sam^ 
jrocf with his child. Ere she _ could speak^ 
Ae stranger again exclaimed, 

^* Yes ! It shall be so— It shall be so.— • 
Farewell, farewell !" 

** Oh stay, sir, I beseech you, stay 1" 

*^ Not here a inoment, madam, nor la 
the same county another day." 

** Will you not explain yourself? Con- 
^der, sir, the anguish of such conjectures 
as those you have created." 

** Do you, good woman, talk of anguish ? 
What is your suspense, what is your anguish, 
to the tortures of a heart lacerated as is 
mine, and Weeding at every pore? , Nay, 
hold me not^ my purposes are never ^aken^ 
madain« My heart is broken, but my wil| 
is stubborn $d\V * 

*y Will yott not see him ?'* 
"f2 
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- a i^o,-— «t^ to i»6deem Wm from pecdifion 
x?ould I 'stee Ae--^. Away ! «wa£y 1'.' 

As fee 'sws irusliiog wildly out of the 
tfottage, leaving his sentence unfinished, 
fitttwird oossed him in tlie path, and^ 
hanging down his head, sought to avoid hiilw 

A new resolution seized the seerhmg ntad- 
man: he caught hold' of Edward with his 
left hand, and, keeping him at arm's len^h, 
yiveted Ms eyes upon the countenance of 
the terrified boy. Mrs. Eftfi<sld hadfbl- 
lowed closely, and stood trembling near 
• Wm. The stranger continued gaaing silently 
for above a minute ; then with his right hand 
he Stroked back the curUftg ringlets which 
^jhaded Edward's forehead, and in a padieric 

tone said, 

•«* Yes, yes» Ae liifeaimeiitB are hers ; Iiot 
eyes, her nose and ttK>ulh, the iiery curve 
itf her fip,— plain enough'hers. Yes ; there's 
all the mother stamped upoii thy &« ; but 
thy father, boy,-Ha1 ha! hat Oo.go, 



itized by Google 



iimfertimatei-^Why did they: saw; thee, firoAi 
tiie waves i'* 

Spurniag from faim the pp<»r cbSd 39 h^ 
speke, he ran from him to a consdorabl^ 
<iisit;9ace. Suddenly he Btoppod, turned 
vomd^ and beckoned to Edirard, ivha^ 
from a miKed impiil^ of terror and surpcis^ 
stood siilL The stranger returned; 3Dd» 
vkba ^mik ^e aiadiigaay eaLcls^soed^ 

^ I afli mqa^i-pr-how oeukl Itie«|iel9»te> 
y^m kmow^ madam, Aat his xaotbaat pky^ 
ihe^^^ It^ not cnnia of hii^ dttt d^ wkn 
^oiielma bmke m]p heait.^ 
.* ^ My mother} my outlier P^ eaBcUhmi* 
Bdwai4 : ^ Ofay sir, cb you kamr my skk 
dMvJt Oh^ pioy, pray tell «ie %dm abt iii;( 
^iHier»alieis:}^-4etme>fly tobtt*. Qb^gooi^ 
daair cir^ i^iink vhant a dr8adA|l thing it is t6 
know sqthing of one's partntjsi^ 

In the earnestness of st^pJicatiDa he 
knelt dofwn^ and cbsped^ the skirt of the 
straiig6i^'%toat, whatmrhedaway his head, 
and covered his face and his' teara^ with his 
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hands, while his only answer to Edward was 
an agonized groan. Mrs. Enfield now added 
her entreaties that the stranger would explain 
the mystery of his ccmduct and expressions. 
- " Hither I came,*' said the singer,. 
*.* hither 1 eame to seek seclusion's balmifor a 

- wounded heart. Here^ buried Iron* .the 
notice of mankind, I hoped tp find a secret 
resting-place, till death entirely relieves, hie 
from all the misery of retrospection. 'Oh ! 

> vhor cottid hare conjectured, that ok Abe 
very spot^ which I had chosen as -the gravfe 
of recollection,! should encounter thisJIvms 

'image ctf herself, to renew, all the hestrt. 
feodmg ideas of what she v^as when pure'^ 
this resembianoe of her beauties,, whiles tbafc 
resembhnce itself is' the ^ery seal and: ett^ 
denceof her prostitution, and my dhai^et. 
Yes, this boy» wonderful as it appears, is 
the son of my wife !'* 
t ** Ghi then ym are. my father,*' cried Ed-i 
ward, *^ and Providence has brought about^ 
this meeting •** . ;. ,-: 
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** I — ^I, ypur father !" said the stranger, 
breaking from the arms of Edward, which 
entwined his knees. *' No, — ^poor wretch I 
Thou art the fruit of crime,- the ofispring. of 
adultery ! Thou hast no parents j for thy 
guilty mother and her paramour, thy father, 
.perished in that hour when thou wast rescu^ 
£rom destruction." ^ 

Edward, relinquishing his hoId> fell pro»^ 
dtrate on the earth. 

. Mrs. Enfield ran to his assistance;* dnd' 
th^ mysterious stranger, with a. wild shriek* 
4^ despair, smiting his forehead, exclaimed^. 
, " Where, wb&e shsdl I jRy to escape ficQia 
misery r and in a moment he was out of 
sight. . . 
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CHAPTER. VI, 

AN OLD DOMESTIC. 

JVloNTHs after months rolled on^ adding- 
hoof tahour of'cr\^l dis^ppointmetit and 
keen regret to the heart of Edwavd, i^rhi^ 
osasAd not li^Haqui^' th^ Iic^e of seeing a^ain 
the husband of hk mother. The stranger,' 
I^yweter, came hot, and the heart of !Ed^ 
^rd ^fkened. In ^mn were all the at- 
temfi^ of Mis, Enfield to remove fro^n his^ 
susceptible mmd the impression of melaQ-^* 
choly occasioned by the words and manner 
of the mysterious Unknown. Nature had 
implanted in Edward a quickness of feeling, 
a sensibility which the peculiarities of his 
situation increased. The solitude in which 
he grew fostered the contemplative spirit 
•with which he wds endued. He had no 
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fhym^t^^ bm Elksa ; the cl^ldrep of their 
few ne^b.bQur^ b^:^ cQBsta^tly employe^ 
k labour^ to whi^ £dwaird wsksvb^tys^. 
alfw^er, Books bec^^;ie h^ coqip^kxi;^. 
The library of Pr. i^ngel^ ^th the exc^ 
tidn bf medical books, had been pi'esenred 
by bis ^i^QWy a^^d afforded to Edward the 
only amusem^ in which he indulged. . 

ThuQ weye passed the first thirteen years 
^ his.lif$. The incident of the mysterious 
straiiger h^A been made known by Mrs. En- 
field to lady Ro^eville: but she had only 
slightly glsuiced at the information in her 
sps^^r } and for above two years stij$ had 
eesfised writing altogethear, being on a tour 
f>f ' th^ continent with lord -Roseville, her 
Bon and. daughter. 

Jldwa^d, as he approached his fourteenth 
y^ari bi^gan; to meditate more seriously on 
bis dependent situatioA, and would some- 
times converse, on the subject of his future 
destiny till he brought teare into the eyes of 
Mrs. Enfield and Eliza, till he wept him- 
F 5 
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self. StiH more frequently would he ram-. 
Me for hours abne, add indulge his romsm- 
fie imaginatidn in conjectures conceding the 
story of his lost parents, or in building ^ry 
vStructui^s of his own futurity, • • 

He 'was one day thus contemplatively 
strolling, wben he found himself unawares 
at the- brink of a precipice, which overhung' 
a natural cascade, whose waters tumbUng 
perpendicularly down the craggy ^des of a 
steep cliff, formed at its base a little river, 
which divided the grounds of Roseville Park 
from those of Beauchamp Abbey. 

Pleased with the spot, Edward threw 
himself listlessly on the grass, and, reclining 
his head upoii his* elbow,^ listened with a 
species of poothing, yet sad, delight to the 
monotonous dashings of the water-f^fll ;; 
while his eye surveyed the scene around him^ 

On each side of tlie eminence he saw a 
park and mansion ; but in nothing were they 
similar to each other. On his right the ivy- 
mantled towers of Beauchamp Abbey bound* 
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ecTthe view of a thickly rvirooded domaixv 
where huge oaks, the growth of centuriesy 
waired cyver k)ng dark terraces- of gfa^^ 
which the mower's sickle had not visited for 
years: grottos of shell-work, surmounted 
with ill-formed images of stone, now greeii 
with moss ; hermitages with strawrthatched 
roo&; fountains which leaden cuptds.gMrd^ 
ed ; and caves. 4ug deep in gloom, {osmed 
altogether a display of the ta^e- of othei^. 
times, and made up a scene, which, while 
k impressed the thought ^' that grandeur 
once dwelt here/' afc the same time told to 
lihe beholder the tale of its desertion. No«t 
thing living .was s6en upon the surface 'oi- 
the earthy^ nor was the sdliilesS' of -desoladon 
interrupted, save by the discordant jseream^ 
of the rooks who tenanted the lofty pines* 
When the eye turned to the left^ ar scene 
so diff^ent presented jtself,^th2U:tno: contra^Sb 
could be stronger. Trees of all species, and 
of various growth, planted with exact ajk 
tiention to produce effect, seeitied as^ thejs 
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wcire sprinkled in el«^gant diistens iipm tB^e 
^lose*cropt grass, which every where show< 
#d the band of cultivating care. Pleasure* 
grounds, ^here fiow^rs^ shrubs, cam^s^ 
statues, casinos, and pavilions, were mingled 
by the band of taste so skilfully, that the 
scene of blended art and nature seemed like 
th^ WQrkm^ship of fairies* Amidst it rose 
ih^ mansion of lord Roseville, combining^ 
in a most masterly style of modem compos 
sition, all the magnificence of an eastern 
palace ^ith all the elegs^ice of an Itadian 
TiUa. But life gave an action and aninter-i 
^8t to this scene, which formed the most 
striking reverse of its neighbour. 

In some parcels of the Park were seen 
scores of sturdy peasants, bending to gather 
firom the golden spots the waving corn; In 
other parts flocks of sheep and herds of cattle 
grassed ; and on a vast sheet of water proudly 
4oated a superbly decorated yacht, while on 
iSm margki several mez\ were throwing nets 
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Edward had remained a tronsiddrable timet 
cmxtemplating these scenes in silent solitude^ 
when his attoition was aroused by the sound 
of a human voice* He started ; and at di 
considerable distance beneath him he per^^ 
ceired Adam Osbom, the old steward of 
sir Ev^ard Beauchamp, who was slowly 
hobbling up the steep ascent, accompianied 
by a little shbck^dogj. to whom he occasion^ 
ally addressed his discouTBe^ not hnagimng 
that any other ear listened to his Iamentatioiii4 

Adam was now in the eightieth year of 
his age, almost the whole of which term ho 
had spent in the service of the Beanchampst 
He had been admitted when ian orphan oi 
twelve years old among the domestics of the 
Abbey, and had remained more than threes 
score years an inmate of its antietit wall^ — 
witness of many changing scenes. Childr^ 
had been born there since Adam first eitfert 
ed it, who had lived to old age, and had 
died, leaving him the surviving spectator of 
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tMr whole diama of seven a^es« He Eacf 
quaffed many a joyous draught at the births 
of the sons and daughters of that honour** 
able house ; he had danced al the weddings 
of many ; he had followed still more to the 
tomb. He had seen the sun of prosperity^ 
pourmg its splendid rays around the noble 
tnansicai of his masters, then thronged with 
summer friends;^ — and he bad lived to see 
that thr(»ig dispersed by the chill blasts of 
stem adversity, which long blew round the 
lolitary domain, where he alone was left to 
contemplate, with aching breast, the daily 
ruin of theBeauchamp interest and mAnmce^ , 
strikingly contrasted with the daily increase 
l»f the power and splendour of the earl of 
^osevilie.^ 

To Edward this venerable man had been: 
pointed out by the cottagers, as he passed 
through the village, under the nick-name o£ 
Cra>s9 Old Adam j but to Adam, Edward: 
*was wholly unknown. > 
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The first intelligible sentence that struck 
the ears of Edward, was — 

** An earl ! — ^Good Lord ! an earl ! — ^th^ 
waiter's son to come to be an earl ! Well, 
thank God, they can't unmake the father 
what he was— No, no — 'they cannot tell me 
that this new-fangled banker lord is not a 
waiter's son. Ah,' well-a-day! hck-aiayf 
But he has 2t power of gold! Ahl there it 
is. Well, never mpd *em. Shock, het^ 
mind *em. They may teli us we are poor^ 
but tMey cannot say that oufrioble baronet's » 
father cleaned shoes, and rai% o^- erralida 
barefoot. No, no, no.! Let *era look 
back from our good king's reign, to'WiUiaftl 
the Conqueror's time, and see what brave 
and noble knights the race of, BeauchampS 
are!'' , ; 

Edward registered ^eyery word.^ old 
Adam m his memory. He wasr delighted. 
with such a proof, of his ai^ectionate attach* 
ment to the fortunes of his masters, which 
made eveii I^is prejudices appear amiable. . 
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From the position . which Edward had 
taken, he could, unperceived by the old^ 
steward, command a perfect view of him. 
^e had seated himself on a little hillock o$ 
earth, and the dog was looking up i^ his^ 

<^ What kickshaw ! What gingerbread* 
^ork the wai^er^s son is making T' exclaka*' 
fd Ad^m again. " Farming too! Fishmon« 
ger a^ weU, I warrant. Selling and buying,^ 
digging and delving, as if there w^ no dif^. 
ferenci; between tradesfolks and farmers^ 
jind gentry and nobility ! Ah,, l^ck-a-day [ 
Shocks what will. poor old E|iglan^ covfiCf 
to at la$t, with all this trafficking confusion I 
W^U, they can't say that we do these naea?^ 
thi¥^9! No, no. — The oldest man alive never 
saw a plough in Beauchamp Abbey Park 1 
No, no.-r-The noble owners of that proud 
boibling never took in calves to grass- They 
knew the dignity proper for the station 
txx which it pleased God to call them ; they 
left . fanning to farmers, and grazing to 
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graziers, and fishing to fishers^ and so leH 
9II ranks live. They spent their nohle for» 
tunes like princes as they were, and spread 
happiness all around diem. Oh, Shock, the 
^ys that I have seen ! Ah i in those nobler 
greai alleya (poiniii^ his walking-stick? toi4 
vairds Beaiichamp Abbey F^rk^ »;i up 
and down those terraces and slopes, iriajiy n 
tiMe l>e i|aenr4tikj99, dudkeaMsi, imi Ikxrds^ 
liPld bishepa^ aye' archbisJMfm aiso^ (forms 
Iftd'onicria our owaibxiSy^) widikiiig.kifriefa& 
^ proper tlressesf and in |irqper ^ajte^ vMik 
HJb^^aB the whole iengtb o£ that long \B9lki 
Iteve htaft set out vnib xbmt than a^kHisandr 
pieceoL of massy geiiuiQ& pbte, aH »1M gcddr 
ted silver I I shall never sce^ii^e ag^^ 
I fear me. Shock :^-*^a^ yet,r€rodbis:x goodr 
God, — ^and they tioisay that the young h^^ro^ 
net must, after all, be very 'rich, consdeTfJ 
ing his bng nuoQrity. But those cursedi 
fbreign parts, I hate thfen ever sbce the^ 
turned out so. fatal to jny darling Alfred* 
Oh, what a princely mfoter he would hive 
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been I Well, T may be deceived ; a fevr 
years more will show, though I mayii*t Hve^ 
to see them ; but I will hope, — ^^yes, ia God's 
meccy, I will hope to live to see the upstaf C 
waiter's son put out of countenance by a 
true and worthy descendant of the Beau* 
, champs, and then I ^all go to the grave in 
peace.*' • 

/ Edward lost no sentence of the old 
steward & soliloquy. Sensible bow gt^eally 
he was indebted to the boulnty df lor<f 
Roserille, his gratitude, which was of thc^ 
highest oi^der, at first impelled him to anger 
at the degrading epidiets which he had heard^ 
doupled with his benefactor's name ; but the 
age, simplicity, and faithful attachment of 
tbe aocuseir so. completely won his afiec* 
tion, that, 'in his admindon of old Adam^ 
he isobn lost alb remembrance that he be- 
longed to the risraLof his patron* His eyes^ 
were riveted upon his venerable form, and 
his ears caught even hb sighs. 
: Adim iiow attempted torise from his seat 
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of furf; !>ut, leaning *upbiii* ,his stick for 
ffld, that fidthful companito of many a walk* 
at this moment deserted him ; it fell from 
his hand, and the old man was precipitated 
Mead forwards a very considemhle way down 
the hill. Edward, shrieking mvoIuAta^ly, 
daited in an mstant to his aid ; the^ iog^ 
barked and howled; but poor Adam fey 
extended, completely senselest to dieir de* 
monstrations of concern. 

Edvmrd paused forz miomeiit in aH agdhy 
of doubt what measwes to pirrstte; ^eth^ 
tD run for aid, or stay by the senselesa' 
corpse. A groan, however, from the Sufferer' 
determined him ^ be ran to the, river, and 
ih his hat tMt>ug|^t watef^^ \;rith whi(ih;be' 
chafed ,th J old man's temple*? aflti^pbiired' 
,sK!HE»e into his^ mouth; 'He l^d'dooti the 
satisfaction to see hihi open hh eyes» and 
Portly after to find that no bones Wjere 
-broken, and that no very material injury 
had been the consequence of the acci- 
d&kU^^ • , 
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** Wh^t angel from ha^ven afle ;j?^W|-'' 
Edward. *^ No soul was Di^sor voe. when I. 

fell," / ; 

lying W. .tji€[ jfip^ at tb^ summit, of the: 
hill* ^m^ tinje feffo^ y^u as^^dcjd J$^jj I, 
swr yow,«t iJ^sme^ ftii4 l :$aw yoij feli,:. li 
tikntuk^Hi^m 1 4i4: silica I ^ye be^aoC 
service to you.'* . ^ , 

-vi[<Hkh&w^y?d.i*y lif3>,:5^4:l msi 

Here Ai^m^ with th^ a^sis^ai^cQ ?£ P4-i 
W^d^.y/^ ^)^^ HK)re. u|>oa I^ legs^ hot, 

^ pm% whiffet ^ h^e^^pr^fi^ed ii» h^ feii 
inaU-Ws.bmis**.: 

home^ '« B« pr?ty> w, lean, hetvfec," ^4 
' h« ; " I am stifQngi^ than I look to be^^ I as^ 
sure you.", ... 

. «« I tbapk you~I. thaak yo\j," ^ thr 
grateful Adam, as he limped aloegi. 
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ieamng on Edward's shoulder and his own 
unfortimate stick, while Shock ran yelping 
before Aem: — " I can but thank you; 
I can't reward you: but God will^ 
young gentleman ; lor it's a womderfoi ^ 
thingnow-a-days to see youth give as^anc^ 
to age. But I must fenow who yoit ^ne.'^ > 

** I live in the valley/' said Edward, *' at 
the white cottage.*^ 

**Whatj — ^yoti are the youth that dame 
Enfield brought up ?" exclaiixted Adam. 
' «$ Yes.*' ' 

** Oh, then I don't wonder that you are 
so good-hearted. I have heard much of 
her ; and if it had not been ths^ she *s ton- 
tiected with this upslait earl, I should have 
paid her a viat long ago.** / 

** "VWiy should that p-evcnt it ?" said ipd- 
ward. 

^ Why !-*-Ohi that^s a long story, young 
inan." 

^ Adam's pain increased with the coniinu* 
ance of their walk} s^ litde more was said 
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t 

till they, arrir^ at the entrance of Beau** 
champ Abbey, where they were received by 
Mrs. Newton, the housekeqier, a maiden 
lady, who was not much younger than the 
steward. The other inhabitants of the Ab* 
bey consisted of two servant maids, a gar- 
dener, and his son, a lad about fourteen* ^ 
Edward having seen his venerable* charge 
safely seated in his old leather arm-chair, in 
an apartment called the steward's room, 
and. partly recovered from the effects of 
the accident, would have taken his leave j 
but Adam, exerting his str^gth a little, 
exclaimed, 

. "Not so fast, not so fast, young sir, 
Pxay sit down, Wemust be b^ter acquaint- 
ed now. But for this accldem, indeed, any 
depdndent of tord Rosevilte's, would never 
have been asked to set his foot in Beauchamp 
^bey : but, as it is, I cannot be satisfied 
with such a short sight of so much goodness 
in so young a man*: besides, how can you 
help the doings of this mu$hroom ?*' 
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. Edward blu3hed at tfael knowledge that 
i^ story was so generally known, and felt 
indignant at the word ^ mushroom' thus ap« 
plied to his bene&ctoi;* 

** 1 ;think9 sir," said he with quickness, 
** it is better we take ' leave, I rejoice to. have 
been useful to you ; and I esteem you for 
your attachment to a family you have so 
long served. . You seem acquaiAted with 
my obligations to lord Roseville, and that 
knowledge must convince you it will be as 
unpleasant to me to hear his lordship reviled 
on account of his origin,, as it would be to 
you to hear the noble family of Beauchamp 
ridiculed because it is now less wealthy than" 
it has. been.'* '; • - ^ •; 

Mrs. Newton, the housek^epexli stodd 
with her mouth wide open, her teyes, fixed 
on Edward, and' her arms folded before 
her at the bottom of a long stomacher, with 
mute astonishment. 

" You are no common boy, be who yoU 
m\\;' said Adam. ;. 
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*^ Whatever 1 might have beai,** ssdd 
Edward, ^' I am the child of lord Rose* 
vitle's bounty. You are^ detertnined ^le^ 
my of him, whom I should be a mondta: tf I 
did not love ; theifefore, good bye, sir.*' 

** S^ a moraiMit,*' said Adam, " yoa 
are young and hasty : I will make allowances 
for your situation ; and if you w21 only be- 
lieve me, I will never mention the name of 
that lord again in your hearing. There now, 
sit down ; and, Mrs. Newton, come make us 
a cup of tea." 

' . '^ Well, I must confess,'' said Mrs* 
Newton, ** Mr. Osborn, say what you 
will, that what the young gentleman says 
about the person who is now called lord 
Rosevitle. fc most wonderfully to the 
point, and show& that he has a prodigious 
iine genius, and a most amiable heart. ' It is 
ft treat I have iong^ long be^i unused to, to 
hear such elegant language. I never recol- 
lect ^ have beard such sentiments since the 
decease of poor Mr. Lambert, whose el^ies 
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in manuscript/' turning to Edward, /* sir, I 
HhtH have great pleasure in offering you the 
perusal of; for— — '* 

. **'Hush! Mrs. Newton, hush!" said 
Adam : ** When you get upon the subject * 
of Mr. Lambert and his elegies, there 's no 
getting you off again — Come, let us have 
some tea." 

Edward had met Eliza in the village as 
he passed through with Adam, and was 
therefore imder no apprehension of occaaon- 
mg uneasiness on account of his absence. A 
natural wish to extend his very limited ac- 
qujuntance, and a curiosity to see the interior 
of tlie Abbey, strongly operated in favour of 
his stay, and he sat down to partake of the 
repast prepared for him . 

As soon as propriety permitted, Edward 
hinted his wish of surveying the spacious 
apartments of the Abbey ; and Mrs. Newton, 
delighted at an opportunity of showing off 
her talents to such an elegant youth, as^he 
termed Edward, 4^termined instantly to 

VOL. I. G 



itized by Google 



122 A WINTER 

gratify- him, in opposition to the advice of 
Adam, who, as he could not accompany 
them, in consequence of his fall, would wil- 
lingly have kept Edward to converse wjth 
him. , 

With Dinah, her sturdy handma^, as 
her attendant to open the* windows apd carry 
the duster, Mrs. Newton now accompanied 
her young visitor through the damp and 
dreary galleries of the Abbey, 

As in th^r exterior appearance, so in 
their furniture and decorations, the Abbey 
and Roseville Park were perfect contrasts. 
In the mansion of the earl he had beljeld 
with pleasure the witcheries of modem re- 
finement, the combination of comfort and 
elegance, and the blended attractions of 
grandeur and grace; yet at the present 
moment he was equally alive to the im- 
pression^ of awful delight which a contem« 
plation of the majestic stateliness of the apart- 
ments and the regal magnificence of the 
furniture could not fail to create upon the 
4 
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imagination of a youth of genius. Indeed, 
die latter produced much the more pow^r*' 
fill and l2U5ting effect. 

He could not follow with his eye a 
long series of family portraits, and be 
told that this general was the son of that 
archbishop ; that the prelate himself was the 
son of that ermined judge, the niephew of 
that cardinal, and grandson of that amied 
knight: he could jaot hear recounted the 
history "of the tapestry-rooms, where the ad- 
ventures of some of the ^irfi^t ancestors of 
the Beauchamps were wrought into action 
by the fair fingers of their ladies ; nor listen 
to the stories of tradition, which explained 
die various symbols of their armorial badges ; 
nor view the antique weapons with which they > 
fought, nor the tattered banners which they 
had purchase with their blood : — ^Edward 
could not see and hear these things without 
imbibing something like die spirit of those 
;dmes, to which they seemed, as it were, to 
o 2 
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(farry back his own. Hs felt s^sations 
amounting almost to devodoti and enthu&a^ 
asm for a family of such antiqtlit^) and suiP- 
kr^A ' his w^m iinaginiatioti to place him 
in the situation of a desceildant of the£»e iUus^ 
tribus ancestors, till his heart beat iv&h etou^- 
lation of their proud achievements. 

The bursts of noble feelMg, the . seltti- 
hients of vfeneradon which Scaped his art* 
IcSsfe Hpj^ charmed the old housdceep^r be* 
yond the power of her expression ; and 
when the shadows of approachmg night 
compelled theni to return to the steward*$ 
room, without having seen one third of the 
Abbey, the same Sentimews repeated, cmd 
the regret which he expressed Sit leaving the 
nobie miiasiion) ^ausied old Adam to forget 
his 'accident; and, sterling up iti admira- 
tion bf- such ^youth^ be pi-essed him \tith 
tcstAsy to his bosons, dD^ bld^sed hin^; coit* 
ebdim^ hfe ^e^ wi<^-f- 

" O that it had plea^ Ckni the noble 
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Alfr^ b^ livedo a^4 th^t into }m hw»4§ ^\t 
k9ai ^ItoHj^ instpad ofcsuK^b ^r^*' imisbrQeR) 

li^ Mfoii'd Juive $aid» but hf Vf<?ollefctfd Mm? 
self md pft««ei r 

£dvir^4 ?mbr^i^ hia^ a^^i^b^oat^^ »Adj» 
vkh pvomisi^d Qf a. r«Mrv¥«d vktit tb^n^t 
dfty, rotumifid h&m ^ ^^mwAi Mn- Em 
ftdld wd EUm with t^ st^i^ ^rfiQWida 
idi^i a&d smtfestet^ wMofo itw ^j^d^fiml 
Yiittt6t^At>biyiwdkM|Hridt Thtftm words 

'^Wk»td&y9?" mdEU»^ 

^ Xbrai antitfti ^nu^, whfn $UQh (^^« 

£efiewwM tb§ first Hkbafd B^vioh^mp^ 

** ?wfi wlm migfejjr deed? df 4 fef ?" fe-t 
^nir^ Eliaa, sw^ms ^ ^*^ wergy, 

^^ He conq^0r§4 thre^hp9tilf^bfWQns,whp» 
at the sjime time b^eged bis castle, Vfhhh 
m those day^ stood ft^f the ^ot wh«^ ift 
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fourteen himdredand Forty, the foundation of 
the present Abbey was laid. The^ cowardJy 
varlets led their vassals, at midnight, against 
the castle of baron Beauchamp, and, on a pre- 
concerted signal, attacked it in three different 
points at the same instant. Richanl repelled 
them all with slaughter, and 'took two of the 
barons prisoners. Ok ! if you were to see thfe 
noble Richard, as he is exhibited in different 
parts of tlie storied tapestry, the blood would 
mount into your cheeka as it did into mine* 
In c^e place he is ^n charging the assail- 
islnts at the head of his brave followers, who 
are rushing from a sally-port ;— ^Ui another, 
wresting the brok^ javelin from tlie trea- 
cherous baron John, and seizing him with his 
own hand a prisoner. Then again, after thevic^ 
tory, — ^behold him, full of majesty,in theban- 
nered hall, publicly haranguing the two Cap- 
tive baronsuponthebaseness of their treachery 
(for they broke a truce), and then generously 
restoring them their liberty. Oh, what%aglo- 
lious scene! The warriors' plumed helmets 
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raised in the air; the ladies waving tlieir 
embroidered scarfs i the pages running to 
and fro with massy goblets filled with wine ; 
the nunstfels striking chords of victory; 
while all the time the gallant Richard Beau« 
clump stands with a modest air, as if uncon- 
scious of the homage paid him. O that I 
ilad lived in times lik^p those! for then I 
could have won myself a name, in spite of 
evil Destiny ; had she then done what she 
now has — ^rcfcbed me of my father*s-^^ — " 
: ."Why, Edward r said Mrs. Enfield,' 
half alarmed and completely astonished at 
the enthusiasm which hk manner no iess 
than his words displayed : ^ My dear boy, 
this visit to. the old Abbey has turned your 

brainr 

•'No;'* replied the boy with ardour j. 

*^ il has only warmed my h^art. . .Tomor- 
row JQU shall both gp with me; and if you 
do not feel as I feel, it .will not be because 
you are not mad, but because you are not 
men,*' 
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The impression wrought upon the mind .of 
the old steward by the visit of Edward to 
the Abbey was highly favourable to the 
latter, Adam longed to behold again the 
wonderful boy, as he styled him, with scarcely 
less ardour than Edward panted for a farther 
knowledge of the interior of the old buildings 
and a more intimate acquaintance with iit 
venerable domestic. 

Early the following day he repaired to 
Beauch^mp Abbey, and was receved with 
joy, Adam^ comfdetety recovered from the 
effects of his fall^ now ac£oai{Kmaedfainifcoin 
ene end t)f the old pile to the other, inter- 
mixing his descripdons of the place with 
various anecdotes of its former m^ersl 

All that he heard, all that he saw, ink 
creased the desire of Edward to hear and 
see still more. The gossiping, garrulity of 
old age itself was taciturnity and rA^rve, 
compared! with the eager inqmrii^' of thK 
' young anid ardent auditor. 

The whole of thjkt day aud the next he 
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dtevote^ to tH^Aew sp^eETf^ f^joyt^fnt' 

"Mk. ^^v^cWa l^e hpiif^k^^^} he Wis i^ 

K? h«;r ihe flMl«s^^ po^ry <f whi<?fe §l«} 

«rifliCfiid such tJ^€ ^ |e«!jyi^ In tfef ;^t^„ 
t? wmxy fei«ris W9P $be s4npiptjpe fof j»^g» 

Her i4<4il^ w?i$, fe(?!wp««:, <K«^«i^' J^ 
tl^ ^u liflm yvmg id^i* i9i jib^i^tliti 
'with A4mmM§ii^miixi»^.m^ a^Aimor 

fftm !om f>r q^ji^ <rfiH»ee(? mmt^ gjssfep 

liessened the smzious care shetfetlif<|rii^f^ 
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It happened that a worthy clergyman, ad- 
vaiiced ki life, was strongly recommended 
to her patronage, having passed through a 
sefies of disappointments. Combining her 
bounty to Mr. Nor>:h with her just views of 
Edward's improvement, she procured for 
the former a curacy near Roseville Park, and 
assigned to him a suite of apartments in that 
mansion, with a liberal salary, on condition 
that he would undertake to instructEdward in 
such branches of education ashis atuation had 
hitherto precluded him frcmi obtaining; as 
lord Roseville had, from year to year^ post- 
poned removing him from Mrs. Enfield's ; 
and at length had determined that he should 
reiQW^ there till his own return to England. 

The arrival of this clergyman occasioned 
some interruption of Edward^s constant visits 
to the Abbey ; znd Ovid and Virgil rivalled^ 
for a time, the influence of old Adam Os- 
bom and the Abbey smtiquities over his^ 
youthful mind* 

Mr. Norths thov^hasound divme and an 
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^cceUent scholar, was neither a bigot rior a 
pedant« The principles of tnxth which he 
inculcated, and the lessons of literature wMck 
lie delivered, were congenial alike to the 
feelings and the taste of his pupil, ' and he 
bad the satisfaction of bdiold^ig him make 
a progress in ^knowledge which reflected 
honour on both. 

Several years were thus spent widi mutual 
isatis&ction by master and pupil; during 
which lime Edward acquired conoderaUe 
knowledge of the Latin and Greek clashes, 
and went through a cousrse of English iread- 
ing, judiciously selected and most usefully 
commented upioii by Mr* North. 

Various causes stUldetained the RoaeviUe 
family abroad. Xheir foreign excu]:sion 
was productive of very important, though 
undesigned, advantages to Edward. The 
eaai of Roseville, during his residence at 
Ai|ilan,.2M:c]dentally met^ at the hotd of a 
tiobleman, a celebrated Italian painter, <£ 
"Ae tBtme of Paimorett^ wi)o had just 
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£ttisbed ^bine adinuable iitroribs at the vffla 
of this, ndbfeman, and who was then x^poot 
the eve of his departure &r France, vrith 
ft younp French pupil, named Duboift* 
The ostentation of the wealthy Eflg&hmatt 
prompted htm to offer a verj large smn is^ 
Fafanoretti to paint the banqueting^^oooei at 
Roseville. The artist readily acceded to the 
nvertores of the earl, and accordmgly anived 
in Cumberland with Dubois, his pufx]* They 
took up their rcsidfince at Roaeviiie Park^ 
whereit was oaknlated the intended woiis^ 
would detain them at least t&iee or fimr 
-years. • 

As Mr. North Was an inbabftant of the 
same mansion, astdas Edward was ahnost 
^ daily insiiBnt dicre, a^ intimacy xMcaniSf 
«nsoed betweefl( them and the far eignc s^ 
whose maranera mere h^hly fasoinaling. 
The ^^nloBophicai ireeiigion o£ the luSan, 
and the libertine principles of ihe Fnamdl* 
laan, mi^t indeed hsfve proved pemodiaiiB 
to the young mind«f Edyord,^ had aot itfte 
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example^ no less tban the prec^>Cs, isf fai» 
exceUent tutor preserved it £rom cont^ 
pon. Under his insqpeetion^ oi^ the <x)a- 
Iraryv the advantajges "vrhkb he derived fyom 
the society of these feretgtiers proved viery 
imipc»tam to the fermadbn of his character, 
as iheif were the means of Ub acquiring aev 
^ecaqplidlKiiieQiis which, ia so tequesto^ed a 
fitate of hfe^ k was afaaouost oilraculous that 
jabe dioii^d obtahu 

.Palmoretii was not mevdj aa admirable 
fsraier; he taaocefied maaoj: professors of 
•miisic in his lounrkdge of diat ^ience, and 
tcvemmlta}; was adoiired fot bis ferhxmm&m 
.tm "vamnss isfidrumente* With (b«ge»uhie 
cmtfaiiaiasm of i^ zealot, ihe eRperiencedm^ 
iKmnded pdemirean laaking proself tes to bis 
isCudifis, and in the jeung ;Moiitagii». as he 
^ste^aLSiimaxdf. he finotti a pvpit whose «a^ 
padty and perseverance surpassed biS mast 
^aangiunewsdiies* He in ceooei^ifeBoe grew 
^(spnefy ^boi x>f hiB^ wd isisamely *ff» 



itized by Google 



1S4 A wmtEit 

suffered him to be without dthenan easel or 
a violonceUo. 

Dubois, on the other hand, urith the 
gaiety of a Frehchman, sumed to laugh him 
out of his rustic gait and studious lounge; 
jeefed him upon his clownish adr, and ia- 
sisted upon teaching him to fence and to 
dance. In this maimer Edwiord -most ple»- 
^ntly acquired the accomplishm^ts of 
music, fencing, and dancing, and ^obtained 
no inconsiderable, knowledge of die Italian 
and French languages. It was thus his good 
fottune to combine the advants^esof inno^ 
cence imd health, which ;a retired country 
veducatton yields, with the acquirements whidt 
ate, itf general, only to be obtained' by 
risking the young nnnd in the lottery of a 
public school, and enervating the youthful 
jBaculties in .the hot^bed of a luxmious me- 
trOpolisJ . 

Thus xiitiding his time between grave and 
lighter studies, in visiting alternately his va* 
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nerable friend at the Abbey, and his gay ac- 
quaintances at Roseville Park, Edi/fturd^s 
years rolled on, and he gradually overcame,, 
in a great degree, the effects produced on his 
mind by the mysterious stranger^ 
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CHAPTER VH. ' 

A WOdDMAlT. 

iV^HEN Edward had attained lus one^and- 
twentieth year no fkrther change had takea 
phce^norhadanyincident worthy o£ notice oc- 
curred either at Roseville Park or Beauchamp^ 
Abbey. The earl and his family still continued 
abroad^, and Adam Osbom still remained 
the unmolested governor of the Abbey. 

Regular remittances arrived, with vevy^ 
kind letters, from lady Roseville to her pro-^ 
tege i but no plan for his fiiture life had 
yet been even hinted at. 

At this period Edward was in outward 
form the mail ; hiamind was well informed, 
and his heart was uncorrupted. His person, 
which was above the middle stature, was 
gracefully noble^ his complexion was fair 
and ruddy, and the well harmonized fea^ 



itized by Google 



IN ;*oN0o>i. ia7 

tures of his laqe, the placid; »mile that 
adorned his lips^ and the sparkling fires that 
beamed from his eyes, indicatied, in the 
mofst striking characters^ the suavity, th^ 
|>eDevol$nc€;9 and the intelligen^eL of hii$ 
spirit. 

Sometimes, indeed, a transient shade of 
9adfi69s rested on his b^w, when die re<:oU 
lectiw:of the uncenainty of Im \ikih an^l 
the H»puy^ ^s^^mkimcf oi his present aitna* 
tion obtruded upon his mind; but the^ 
were i|MK:ks of tipuds wiiich^ tii tfaatWEh 
guide scMOA of maa^e ii&, the dendereet 
i»yf 0{ bppii w(^bt instantly diitpel 
. SQsiietimfi9,. with a beait-dra^^ sigb> he 
would exaldm^ kk aoliWde«^ 

'^ For what puiposQ was I riiscudd from 
the deep?— To e&i ^ bread of idleneiBstbus 
day after day;, tofeedon the precaiious bounty 
of a man wbote face I never saw, and whose 
future int€aaik>98 respecting nde are unknown? 
Would to Heav^ I had been bom the ac* 
^nowledged sou of the lowliest peasant, 



itized by Google 



IftS A wmtER 

rather than be^that undefined shadow that I 
am ! No flattering hopes would- then have 
lulled me into idle dreams of splendid origin ; 
no vain bounty would th«n have held my 
hands from labour, or palsied the exertion 
of my faculties ! O that I were even a shep- 
herd's son I To demonstrate fiMal love, to 
merit and obtain parental bles^gs, would 
prove exhaustless sources of delight r the very 
toil that wearied me to sleep would be crox^ 
ed with sweetest peace ; and I should hail 
each morning's sun wh tranquil bosom and 
a grateful heart !~~-6ut It-— is fioC a i^laVe'ls a 
happier lot than mine? He knows, the liretsi 
that. Fate can inflict on h^m ; knows that he 

^can fall no lower in the scale of human 
beings !— while lam slave aliemately and 
equally to despair and hope ! — They struggle 
for possession of my mind ; and if the pa-* 
radise of hope be mine one hour, the ca* 
vem of despair imprisons me tht next !'' 
Sometimes, indeed, this discontent ex- 

^ pressed itself in pettish remarks, to Mrs,, 
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Enfield, upon, the long: absaice of his pa- 
trons abroad, and upon the uncertain pro* 
^ects of his future destination. . 
. "Edward! dear Edward !*' observed that 
excellent woman, in reply to some^ such 
effusions as^the above$ ^^ Thi^ is disease of 
mind. Have you thus early, and ^re yet tjie 
fascinations or the cares of life arej^no^m 
to you— so soc«i have you forgotten the 
sacred precept's of religion, that' Itot^ the 
huEtible gratitude whicbonce attuned yotur lips 
to praise your bosom has no Jonger rooiifi ? 
For^ what rud^ tempests of swellkrg hopes 
ki^d fi^^eful'fea^shave yo|i exichanged there- 
signatidn of a Chrktian ! If I speak warmly,' 
Edward, oh ! let A mother's interest in:yqur 
welfare justify my zeal ! For more th^n- 
eighteen years Ihave marked attentivdy the 
progress of your mind : I know your heart-»-^ 
*tis noble, Edward ; and of all the meaqer 
vices, I think, I may defy the power. Ytt, 
be|ieve me, equally fiaital to happiness ve the 
errors wliich ^result from pride of hearty a& 
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those less Splendid one& which are the off- 
spring of a Iktie mind. The aubjection of 
the will to reason and to piety in absol^t^y 
ti£Ci&Bary to the possession of. tranquillity. • 
Is not that heaTeniy gue^, think you, a^ 
mucb a ttranger to: the bosom ©f tbf^ Qi?owned 
pltiniierer of nations, a$ to, tb^tolthAme^e^t 
jnlferex I and^o .would bftrter a p^aca that 
pmefk all vadejpstaudiiig &^ tba komage of 
aworidr 

The influcficc of admonitioa m^b ^^ thia 
wafi idEiniifiy valuable «o a mii^d m^ng.v 
was EdwardV Tber^ mi m h^m^y as 
Utsk En&ey jttstly perc^Ytd, thsit tb? ttm^ 
iMkof depmdeofe would become b^itu**: 
a% easy, or Aq food of clarity agiw^k*. 
toa ycmth of hia lofty agntiH^nU mid Ms g^ 
JMnous feelings^ The ^tog^r tP b^ appre- 
beoded was the reverae of too much bumi** 
Uty; the rebdlious r^lossness of a spirit 
aMcing beyond those limits which ProYidence 
had assigned for the sphere of its duties. 

Thusj^ on one hand, were the effects of a 
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faumiliadiig de&tiay counteracted by the iis^. 
trre greatness of his soul; while, on the 
odier, the lessons of wisdom, and th^ ex«> 
amples of piety, afforded by Mrs. Enfield 
and Mr. North, converted that very hmnilia* 
tion mto a salutary counteipoite to his nau- 
taral ambition* 

Such was Edward when he encountered 
the following adventure :-^He had been out 
the whole of an autumnal day, shootmg, in 
company with Dubois and lord Rosevilie's 
game-keeper, when, towards evening, thejr 
began to recollect how far . they had Mran* 
dered from home in prn^uit of their sport* 

" N«)w, then, for the shortest road home^'* 
said Dubois. 

** To the right, then, as soon as we clear. 
AisWt)dd," said Edward. 

** You mistake, I think," said Dubois : 
" surely the Idt must be our road j but it i^ 
very mat^al to be certain, for if we turn 
wrong we shall be benighted.^* 

*^ Ydftder/* ssdd Edward, ^* is a wood- 
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man's cottage; Til run and endeavour t^ 
gain correct information. Walk on gently, 
and rli overtake you before you reach the 
road." 

Away ranEdward. With the obiject to which 
he was running in view, he entirely foiigot that 
he was crossing and recrossing a variety of 
pathsuntii he reached it ; then,having failed in 
obtaining the information he sought^ as none 
of theinhabitantswereathome,hewas aboutto 
run back to his companions ; and then, vdth^ 
perplexity, he saw his error. He stood still 
for a moment to recollect himself: his eye 
wandered from path to path, but they were 
so thickly cdver^ with trees, and so uni- 
formly choked up with underwood^ that 
they all presented precisely the same chance, 
of success. He thought he had run in nearly 
a straight line to this cottage, and there- 
fore made a brisk eflfort to rejoin his party j 
by running, asr*he thought, the same way 
back. 

Having pursued this plan for a consider- 



itized by Google 



3d>le space of tiipe, he had the mortificatfon 
to iind hiniself suddenly at the edge of -a 
deep moFasS) on the other side of which w^ 
an extensve glad/e. Thus convinced that he 
had taken a wrong road, he. halted, and 
pondered upon his sicuatipn* It began tq 
grow dark; no light was to be expected 
from the moon ; and, unless he shoiUd by 
accident fliscover a road out of the wood, 
there was no other alternative than that of 
wandering about all night, or seeking some 
natural shelter, which in that situation 
was iiot easily to be found. He now hol- 
laed ^ loudly as he was able; but no an« 
swer was returned. He fired off his fowling- 
piece, in the hope that one of his JFriends 
would reply by a simiistr signal. Nothing 
was ]|eard, however, in answer to .his 
firing' or his repeated calling. He climbed 
a high tree^— nothing was discernible from 
the topmost 1>ranch: a misty vapour, rising 
from the earth, gave ^ to the wood beneath 
the , ai^)earance of a vast lake, and Edward 
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How began to despair of extricating himself 
from his very unpleasant situation. Thoughts 
olfhome, and of those who there anxiously 
awaited his return, now obtruded then^ 
selves, and created the far gi%ater part of 
his uneasiness : for his personal safety he 
had not the shadow of a fear. 

In this state of mind he wandered about 
the wood during the space of three hour$, by 
which time it was totally dark, and a chilling 
rain began to fell tfiick around him. Fa* 
tigued with the toilsome sports of the day, 
and harassed by- vexation, Edward trould 
have gladly reposed upon the earth; but 
sensible of the imprudence of such a mea- 
sure, he continued walking a mazy round, 
and determined to do so as long as he could 
keep himself awake. 

He was, at length, almost compelled to 
yield to the overpowering effects of fatigue, 
when, on a sudden, he heard *the distant 
barking of a dog. Electrified by this spsak 
6f hope, he aroused himself once more, and 

2 
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walked as fast as the darkneiB penqjtted hSm 
towards the spot from whence the aound 
came. Foitunatriy die dog caatinued to 
bzsky and by the more 4^$^^^ heating of 
the sound, Edward lightly imagined hie ap« 
piroadhed nearer to the anma], wfaosetaAgue 
was now his pHot. He bad prissendy the 
additional sadslaction of discerning, though 
still at a distance, a ^mmeisngiight, which 
appeared to be in motioa. In about ten 
minutes more, howe?er, iie had arrived sisf4 
fkiently near the object cff Us hopes to hear 
and see distinctly. To his astonishme&t he 
perceived that the light issued from the 
wmdows of the ^ttle cottage which had so 
unfortunately been the cause of his separa^ 
tion from his cMipanions. Tlie £amea 
which had attracted Edward rose fix>m a 
blazing wood fire, which dione through 
the casement. The dog sdll baiiced; but 
dte party widun appeared to pay no atten^ 
tion to it. Edwatd now joyfully advanced 
towards the cottage, and through the win* 

VOL. !• H 
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dow discerned a sturdy woodman, tlie lord 
of this little tenement, seated by- the fire, 
with his pipe -in bis mouth, and his brown 
mug of ale before him .; — a delightful pipture 
of ia* happy peasant in a land of freedom- 
:.. Oyer bis chimney hung his gloves, his 
hat, Ms bill hook; and his.ax^. Before him, 
fallen asleep from fatigue, sat his wife, and 
at her feet was«L little brown maiden, about 
ten years old,. who was also asfeep, reclining 
berhead on the lap of her mother. . 
. -Though th6 first impulse of Edward was 
to* tap at the window and. demand shelter, 
yet so powerful .was the impression which 
the picture before him created, that he 
paused for a minute to contemplate it. — 
He then gently tapped gainst the casement ; 
and in an instant the little groupe were 
in alarm. He was, however, admitted 
most cheerfully, welcomed to. the fire-side 
most heartily, and the best entertainment 
the means of this noblft-hearted host aflford^ 
was voluntarily offered, for the;night, it be- 
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■ 

mg .absolbt^ly iiftpossible to remfn to his 
friends till morning. 

. " But I'll tell you/' said the woodman, 
" we have no bed to spare: — there is one over 
head here, to be sure ; but there 's a queer 
sort of body now asleep in it, who would 
not let you share it, . I' dare say, if you was' 
his own Son. Hows ever here 's a good 
warm room for you ; we'll clap another 

faggot on the hearth— Peggy \^iU let you 

have one of ovir blankets ; and tKat 's better 
than sleeping m the. wood this weather T' 

" What is all that noise about,- goodraan* 
Ruddick V exclaimed a voice above stairs. 

" Nothing;— nothing at all, masterThom- 
son," replied the woodman, making^ signs to 
tbenrall Co be silent* 
. " Nay, I heard the wicket opened." 
. ^* I have been letting Lion loose, that 's 
all ; — do get to sleep, man, do.'*^ 
.^ TUe few words that passed afterwanjs be* 
tvreeii Ru4dick andEdward were whispered: 
as the woodman said that goodman Thonw 
' - H 2 , . 
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son was a good lodger, and paid them main 
well ; but was so particular shy, that if he 
thought any other creature besides them- 
selves were in the house, he would run away 
from it, even at that time of night. 

" So»*' added the woodman^ ** you must 
be off as soon as I call you in the morning ; 
for Thomson will be down by day*break, 
and if he sees you hell not stay another 
night with us ; and that would be a huge 
loss to us, I assure yoo.'' 
' Edward promised compliance, glad to dv 
tain shelter on any conditions. 

Escrly in the mornings *rhile it was yet 
dark, the woodman roused his guests Ed- 

% war^ ^ started instantly from his humble 
couch, and having rewarded the kind pea*' 
sant for bis ho^itality, they set out together, 
by the light of a lantern, to the spot in the 
wood which Ruddi^k was then engajged in 
clearing, as it would have been vain for 

' Edward to have attempted to e3q)k)re hit 
way before day-light. 
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By the rime they reached the scene of 
the woodman's labour it was dawn of day. 
The morning air was fresh and invigorating, 
and Edward, recovered from his fatigue, felt 
the glow of youthful vigour in his cheek, and 
was delighted to hear the cheerful notes 
of the wood&>a&'i8 song, while each lusty 
stroke of his arm was amwered by the echo 
9f the woods. 

In eoAtenipIatiog tEe £reedom and content 
9f tMs ba?dy son of Ubour, Edward insen* 
sibly fell into a Comparison of his oWn inac* 
liw life and dependent ^tate with that of 
hc^iest Ruddick^-^a compariscsi which led 
him into a reverie by no means pleaang, — t 
until, starting .from the poatioa in which he 
was leaning against a tree, he excbimed-^ 

^^ I forget the uneasiness of my friends : 
rt is now quite light ; pray direct me the 
nearest way to Roseville Park.*' 

« To RosevUle Park !" cried the wood^ 
ifijsm, throwing down his ax?, andfixing hi& 
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eyes upon Edward, who was dressed m a 
green cloth shooting-jacket and pantaloons, 
with his fowling-piece slung at his back ; 
" Why, you beh't game-keeper to that chap, 
be you ? if you be, its well enough old 
Thomson did not see you ; for he hates every 
thing about that new-fashioned lord as he 
hates the devil; — ^and surely, as mischief 
will have it, yonder he is! — ^If you be, for 
God*s..s^ke doh*t own it if he axes you. 
There he be coming, with my Bet, to bring 
breakfast." 

Edward, turning round, beheld at a di- 
stance a man dreissed much in the same 
style as the woodman, with a belt round hi^ 
loins and a billhook in his hand, and by his 
side trotted the little girl he had seen the 
night before, dressed in a red cloak, and 
carrying a pitcher. 

" Who is this Mr. Thomson ?'' said Ed- 
ward. 

" Aye^ friend, if you caii tell that, * said 
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the woodman, with a cunning sh^ke of the 
head, " its more, than any body knows ijx 
these parts/* • 

** He appears to be a wood-cutter like 
yourself." 

• '* He makes believe to work a iiule now 
and then, when he *s well enoiiglvji but, 
lord, he don't want for money ! • SpttiAiAles, 
too,, he *8 away for weeks and \*e^ks^ tdg^i 
ther ; — ^but don't drop a hint that you lay in 
my house last night. Good-bye to ydu ; 
walk past hinl, and tak&nd notice." 
' Edward fully intended to do as the woodi 
toan directed ; but as he drew nearer'toit&ii 
man whose notice he was determined t<} 
avoid, he found it impos^ble ; for he ]ier- 
ceived instantly, even under so extraordinary 
a disguise, the well-remembered features of 
the very stranger whom he had seen at* the 
cottage of Mrs. Enfield so many years aga 
Edward involuntarily stopped : the little 
girj dropped a curtesy, and the strange^ 
bowed. 
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" That be the gi^ntleman tliat gave mother 
money/* said the artless little girl, whom 
the woodman had forgotten to caution. 

** Money } Sot what did he give yom* 
mother money ?'* exclaimed the stranger. 

Edward now deemed it proper to interfere^ 

** For a night's lodging, ^r/' said he. 

** A «py 1 by Heavens, a ^y !" cried the 
stranger : then, to the girl, *^ Go^ go to your 
&ther, child/' 

^ Tour susi»don wrongi me^ sir,'* said 
Edward ^^ Chance, or, I should rather 
sky^ protectmg Frovideoce, directed me laiBt 
BJjght ta ycfider cottage^ or I must have 
perifihed in tins wood V 

^* Why, thai, was I told a jfebehood, when 
I iftquired the cause of last night's interrupt 
tionof myaleep?" 

^^ Because the humanity of your landlord 
would not suffer him to shut his doc^ against 
.t fellow-creature in distress ;. and l^j^cause 
his necessities made him seem to comply 
with your injunctions to the contrai7»** 
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^' Is diit liis 8q>fajstr7 or yours^ sir, may 
laskr 

^ Sir, I have declared the truth : — ^I had 
been shooting the whole of yesterday with 
$ome friends : as night drew on, we found 
ourselves so far from Roseville Padc — '^ 

" From where ? — ^yet, hold ! repeat it not 
i^ain! •- the hated sound tortures my braia i 
And yet, can it be ! — ^yes { — ^your featiu'cs ! 
—am I right I — speak i — ^tell me 1 — did I 
not see you once at— at =•** 

** Your conjectures, or, are ri^ht : I am 
die ob^ct of lord Roseville's bounty } your 
£ice and form, even in this* disguise, I re« 
cognised the. moment I beheld you ; and 
alt the painful feelings of my Heart are now 
Kbiming at the recollection of your strange 
discourse/' 

^ Oh, wondrous ! wondrous ! if this be 
duunce ! — ^But; is itr^am it be so? Tell 
me, youth, who sent you hither ? — ^howdid' 
you discover a retreat hidden in the recesses 
cf such a wood ?-**how did you find me T^? 
H 5 
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*^ Indeed, indeed, 1 4id not seek you, sir ; 
and even had I motives so to do, how was 
I to find a clue to one of whom I ha4 
never heard the slightest tidings since jihat 
hour?" 

While Edward spoke, the stranger gazed 
upon him with intense attention, his counte- 
nance gradually relaxing from austere tp 
tender 

** Indeed, sir," repeated Edward, " this 
our second interview is as much the eflfect of 
chance as was our first." 

^* Neither is the eflfect of chance!" ex*, 
claimed, the sranget with energy ; ^' Both 
have been deci^eed by an overrrulirig Provi- 
. dence ! — 01>, poor boy ! — Poor injured childl 
The voice of Heavcai, in these almost mi. 
raculous encounters, chides me for my in^ 
justice ; and I will not, cannot longer con- 
ceal from you the interest that I ought to taLe 
in in all that concerns you !" 

As he spoke, a most powerful conflict of 
the feelings was visible in his face and maxu 
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ner; while Edward's blood almost congealed 
within him as the important words struck 
pnhis ear. ' .. . 

" You fill me with astonishinent!**- said 
he at length. " An interest in my^ con- 
cerns! in me! — O God> and' do I teally 
see again one who knows my destiny;—^ 
am I not indeed anonymous to all the wbfld! 

sir, if you indeed know atiglK of* th^ 
dear beings to whom I owe a childi'S afi^ 
tions, reveal, — ^reveal the interestidgtrutlpl 
Why are you silent?' ' Why do you a^^oid 
that (fuestion ?— You- weep: — *Tis then'^M 
you said ;-^my ^rents are no more. " Yet 
still, if you* indeed can'^tell mejSay whd 
were my parents, that I may-'aTr»teast river^ 
their memory and bear their name ? Poor sts 

1 am, I never will disgrao^ it*** "' 

" Noble, noble creature 1*"' said tixe^stranJ 

ger, " Why have 1 shunned you!?* What 

contamination could I fear from such » 

•soul!** 

* ** Shun meJ'* cried- Bdward ;. « O Hea> 

3 , . 
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Teds f what Eorror is there ia mj destiny 
that cm have drivea from me the only being 
from wldom I can ever hope to learn it ^- 
Oh) sit) if' yoa are not senceleas to the £eel 
xisgs of human nature^ judge what I must 
suffiei: in this moment of suspense, and 
^rten itB keeHs its kiUing agc»ue$ !'* 

^' I kifoDTj thoroughly well I know the 
anguish of your heart; »id Heaven is my 
witness, how much I wish to spare your 
£eeliiigs these wounds which Fate in my do* 
iq^« mflicts. But since it is ordained thaP 
we should meet, Iwere still mere cruel to 
witfihoM thro to reveal all that the peculi^ 
arity ef the circumstances allows me with 
prudence to unli^ of the sad desmiy of 
your fether !" - 

«< Was he imha^y then?*' said Edwar^ 
te&ct^iyv 

*< Oh i his life isa scene of woes. When, 
^ years ago, I saw you at the cottage, \ 
wronged the memory of your mother* Gbr- 
armstaikces^ which I have only recently dte- 
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coirered, bate oDnfiitiaed her innocekice 
beyoiki ail poorer of doabt to shake.'*^ - » 

•^Do I not then behold my father?*^ 
cried Edward, kneefing^ and clasping his 
hands together in an agony of suspense* 
- ^ Can he be cafled thy &ther, who was 
the murderer of thy mother !" 

Edward started ; hi» Uood was chilled 
wA horror. 

** I see the afpny of your mmd. Oh J 
Wherefore have you sought this discos 
▼ery? 'Tis true, I son — I am your fa^* 
dier! And no less true it is, that my ac* 
cur^ groundless jealousy compelled yowt 
mother and her friend to fii^, with thee^ 
a suckling ixidbnt, m her arms. They were 
delivered by the hand of fate to death ; when 
you were rescued to become the punish* 
nfeent, the torture of your gu^. father.'^ 

^' Oh, 90, no, no ! Kecall those horrid 
words. No ! though I will mourn for ever 
the dregful loss of bor who was my mo^ 
ther^ how can I so wieU administer to th^ 
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peace of her adored spirit, as by afibrding 
every consolation of love and duty to my 
unhappy lather ? Oh, let me — rlet me clasp 
those knees ; let me for ever entwine my» 
arms around them, and never from tl^ hour 
be separated from the presence of my fa- 
ther I" . . . ^ 
. The stranger wq)t. 

*' Oh, do not kill me with this cruel 
silence. . I am young ; and perhaps you 
deem me not sufficiently discreet to hi 
intrusted with all your secret. Be it so :— 
yet take me to' your bosom; convince 
me only tbat.you are ray father I Confirm, 
I beg, by someone fact, the voice of nature, 
and the iiand of destiny which thus impel 

^ me to your bosom/*' 

.. "My son!— my sonT exclaimed the 
stranger, clasping the w-eeping Edward in 

J his .arms, " The time perhaps may come, 
when evid^ce, even to demonstration, shall 
convince the world that I am your father. 

, But till discretion- sounds, * thi§ hour 13 
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now arrived/ I ask your heart on grounds 
of feith alone !- — ^What answer does it make^ 
my child r 

" Ohi sir, . whatever be the motives of 
your mysteriods concealment, I bow to your 
discretion. Whether it foe that my vacant 
heart, having no object on which to.bestow 
the warm affecdoiis nature has engenddted 
there, is eagerly -desirous to- embrace the 
shadow .of an idol,- and is -therefore too 
credulous, I know not. * However it be, it 
feels emotions now it never knew before; 
it beats with new-*bom ardour ; it j^hts to 
do you service, and to gain your:love, and it 
fears ta 'lose your faisour ; it boimds with 
paiQ&l iexpedtadon to learn more than.; it 
already knows ; yet dreads the possibility 
that further light may change, the gHm- 
meriugs of hope into a blaze of. dreadfoi 
disappointment !'* \ 

" Whatever*, else of disappointment may 
await you, of thiB^be certain, — that you have 
rfblded. to your^* heart 'the author, of yt>ur 



itized by Google 



I60 A mwTEie: 

h&og. Your father now embrace* his only 
child 1-T-AU beyond this truth tm^t jet be 
mystery. Whether the clouds that ns>w ob-? 
scure our fkte vnW ever pasi away, I myself 
cannot yet oonjectore* Much, nay, all de^ 
dends upon the events of die apfxroachsig 
winter r 

^^ So near m that i is the issue of owt 
hies so near, my father i'" 

^ Your temperamesit, I see, k ardent. But 
what, nxy son, if in that issue, winch yim 
rejoice to see so neaar, your £athar 'S life be» 
come tbe sacrifice of his foe's revenge V^ 

^' iUmi^bty God ferbid it \ CMi, sureijr 
die Omnipotent^ who shelteys innocence and 
wtue from the siiafts of evil, witt prote^ 
my father V* 

^ Yon argoe then that he who is thy fa^ 
dier must be innocent, be virtuous* O 
Nature ! who shall call thy imsophisticated 
dictates emors of the heart ?" 

^ What mews my fether ?'* 

*^ Notfaingy-**Hiotfaing, cfaiU : tet dxat pass: 
4 
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— ^And if I have uttered sentences that excite 
your wonder — ^nay, your suspicion even— do 
not admit them to your breast as proofs of 
innocence or guilt. You are too young to 
gather testimony from such unconnected 
echoes of the thoughts." 

^^ I will be careful, sir. My only ainx 
•ball be how I may best evince obedience to 
your iwU." 

<« One propf of your sincerity I i^ust 
exact/* 

"Oh, name kr cried Edward> with 
qttickiiessy ^^ that I may instantly comply 
with it, be it what it may. For you, sir, I 
ami9ure, can exact no compliance incompa«> 
tible with honour ! " 

" 'Tis secrecy! — ^Weare here alone: none 
of human kind are privy to our converse* 
But the Omniscient, the Omnipresent Being, 
whose altar is all spuce, he listens to the vow 
wliich I exact ; he views the heart, sincere 
or hypocritical, of which I claim obedience 1 
^e you then prepared to swear be&re that 
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Being that you will never, without my pre- 
vious consentj divulge to any human crea-r 
tiire aught that I may. from time to time 
communicate to you : nay more, that you 
will not even to your dearest friend whisper 
a hint of this our interview ; ^ but that in 
your future conduct and demeanour you 
wiU endeavour so to bear, yourself, that the 
companions of your most confidential mo- 
ments shall have no cayse to harbour a sur- 
mise of this encounter.'* 
' ^Umplicitly I bpw to your directions,'* 
isaid Edward; " and solemnly invoke the hea- 
venly registers of «Min*s thoughts and words 
ta; record my voluntary oath of iAviolable 
secrecy,'* 

" Enough!" replied his father. "Now then 
return to the cottage of the good Mrs* En* 
fi^ld. Still- answer to, the name you bear, 
and conform yourself to all the duties of 
that station in which you have been reared. 
Though I have purposely forbom to see 
you, yet I ^ know every incident that has 
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taken place in which you' have been interest* 
eJ 5 — 1 am acquainted with the progress^ of 
your education ; I have attended to the de* 
velopement of your character, and I have 
felt the most perfect satisfaction at the resul! 
of my i^quiries . Should you be ordained 
_ to fiH no higher rank than that in which 
your ostentatious patron may choose to place 
you J the accomplishm^ts you possess,- and 
the virtuous precepts you havermbibed, witt 
prove at least amusements and consolations^ 
in any sphere of lifer — ^and' should the 
most. sanguine df my hopes be realised, I 
shall have no "Cause to blusb fdr my son, 
whose character I have evdcy reason to be* 
lieve will not dirinkfrom a comparison ^ith 
the noblest of his ancestors! Start not at 
that word; nor erect on the adventitious 
structure of a noble birth any principles oi 
your future actions**' 

" Noble birth ! noble birth! noble birth!" 
thrice whispered youthful pride tp the swell- 
iflg heart of Edward. .. The sod on wjiich 
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he stood apj>eared to rise beneath his feet ; 
a slight dizziness seized hkoy as he threw 
back his head, and his chest became visibly 
expanded. Almost the same in$tant be re* 
collected his muation; deep blushes suffused 
his cheeks, he hdd down his head and 



•* Bkssfed seaspn of man*s life I" contJ* 
imed the £aahcr, who bad att^ndvely watch. 
«ihi3«orii " pmiedays^ youths wfcea the 
ipvit of uD^ppfaifiticated nature ^ped» itk 
fTtry lookt ac^ ia Yisibleia egnsxj emotion ! 
Q my am! dear image of the mosumjtired 
of her sex! yon canoot know how much 
more paiofuJlis^thia conceahnent to my ovm 
heart than to you. I see the rising curiosity^ 
the anxious ^suq^ense of your bosom ; yet I 
dare noi^ even ta my own chikl rereai my^ 
adf. Already I fear &at I have said toa 
much: let us now embrace and part. If 
t)0S6tbIe, you shall see me soon again ^ at all 
events you shall hear from me : but such is 
the peculiar cruelty of my fiatte, that at pre-i 
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sent I tan disclose no more ! And remem- 
ber, I charge you, remember my injunc- - 
tion. A premature discovery would be at- 
tended with no l^ss a sacrifice, than the life 
of your fetherl" 

Edward had a. tlwisand things ready on 
his tongue to reply to this speech of his 
Either.; btst;thi&8oi^;of af^roachinjgvok^s 
at thki iastant €a!used the old gentleman to^ ' 
sitmX vnih evident terror; and, slouching y$ 
luit over his facev he motioned Edwaurd with 
bis hand to depart^ and turned in^aAtly. 
away. The agoniased Edwaxd atttoipted to 
foUow ; but his father turning round with a 
look of anger, tkat spoke daggers to his 
heart, exclaimed in a half whisper — i 

^* Have you found a father only to <fek 
stroy him ? Away— or I perish !*' 

In a minute they were each outiof siglit 
of the other* 



itized by Google 



166 .A WINTER 



^ CHAPTER yiir. 

A MALE RATTLE. ' 

The joy of Edward'^ friends at hiscTeturn 
* blinded them at the moment to the altera^ 
tioh which had takqn place in his ^presisi^'e 
countenance. The contrition o£ hope and 
fear, the straggle of discontcait against the 
cheicks of prudence, the swell of pride, 
which the. reason of a youth of twenty^one 
could not completely conquer, and the 
burning thirst of interested: curiosity, were all 
dqpicted in his face ; and would at any other 
time have excitedr the inquiries of the most 
superficial observer. Fortunately: the anxiety 
occasioned by his absence, succeeded by the 
joy at his re-appearance, shielded him from 
those inquiries which his ingenuous breast 
would have been ejttremely pained to evade. 
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Scarcely had he related the caiise of his 
absence, when, stili further to relieve his em- 
barrassment, alad arrivM at the cottage, to 
request that he would favour Mr. Osbom 
with his immediate presence at the AlAey. 

." Has stny thing particular happened?" * 
said Edward. 

: *^ Oh dear, yes, $ir," said the lad. " Saving 
your presence, there be the devil to pay at 
the Abbey. There be a sort of gentleman 
captain corned down, with an auctioaeerer ; 
^nd they be hauling all the things about, 
to take a csttedii^e?, as they call iti> of 
the goods in the Abbfey ; and so now 
Mr. Osbom cries and takes on sadly; and 
poor Mrs. Newton is fainting and scolding^ 
the captain^s sarvants, who iare quite fine 
gentlefolksj and only laugh at her, sir." 

The double impulse of escaping from the 
penetration qf Mrs. Enfield and her daugh- 
ter, Mr. North, Dubois, and Palmoretti, 
who were all assejnbled at the cortagej and o£ 
rendering assistance tp his. aged friend, now 
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Stimulated Edward ; and ere the boy con- 
cluded his rustic speech^ he snatched up hisi 
bat, and, waving his hand to the company^ 
ran with the swiftness of a boandmg roe to^ 
wards the Abbey. 

Seated on a bench, under an old ekii-tree, 
in a grove that formed an avenue to the 
Abbey Gate, old Adam awaited the arrival 
of Iiis youthful counsellor. As Edward 
approached the spot, the old man rose to 
meet^'hini, and throwing his aged arma 
around his neck, he reclined his hoary head 
on his breast, and wept bitt€!rly. . 

No words passed between them. But as 
Edward assisted the old man to regain his 
seat, he placed in his hands a letter from 
the old and £suthful agent of the Beauchamp 
concerns in London. 

Letter. 
** Worthy sir, 
*' It is my painful duty to announce to you 
" that after a servitude of more than four- 
** score years, you are discharged from your 
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^tua!ti6n* Worse than the woist vre dread* 
ed has come to pass. Sit Everard arrived in 
Ixmdon three days ago, acoompanied by Iw 
mother, die dowager, and her uncle. She 
is the most artful, and, I fear, at the same 
time the most wicked woiiaean I ever knew. 
She governs her son so entirely, that he 
tseems the mere instrimient of her will. I 
can say no more : you will learn the rest 
too soon. Poor Beanchamp Abbey is to be 
s&ipped; the pictures, plate, and fumtture^ 
are to be brought taLc^idon, to be sold by 
public auction ; the Abbey itself is to be 
cpn^gned to the dq»redations of time, or 
perhaps let out as a st9d>le for the horses of 
your neighbour at Roseville. I have smv 
rendered lip to the solicitor of sir Everard 
aU ouraccoimis, and now wash- my hands 
of all his concerns. Oh, what a different 
complexion \|irould the affairs of this antient 
family have WGfn at this hour, had it pleased 
Heaven to have spared us a sir Alfred 1 — But 
'tis our duty to gubfidt. You and I, worthy 
VOL. I. r / 
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* * 

sir, have but a little hour or two more to la- 
ment the disorders of the present state : yet, 
neither you nor 1, I am sure, can refrain 
irom a tear at sedng what now we see^ 
seeing what we have seen ! 

*' Believe'me to be, worthy sir, 
** Your sincere friend, 

^ Anthony Potts/* 

** Well may you weep, venerable good 
old manT' said Edward, as he mournfully 
folded up the letter, and delivered it back 
to Adam, whose silvery beard was wet with 
tears. ** But you were ever apprehensive 
of the worst, dear sir ; do not then let the 
stroke fall too heavily, which has not taken 
you by suiprise." 

** Ah, well-a-day !** sighed old Adam; 
^* I did, to be sure, I did fear the .fetal 
eflfects of his being brought up in foreign 
parts. I thought he would come to old 
England with outlandish notions unknown 
to his noble predecessors) but I did not 
8 
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once dream that he would bring home his 
Italian mothen But I forget,— I forget ; I 
sent for you here, my dearest Mr. Edwai-d^ 
I salt for you here to «peak to you alone ; 
fox; that pnppy, that captain Neville, has 
brought down a mob of people with him, 
.who are at this momeat, turning every thing 
upside down in the Abbey/' . . 

. Here old Adam paused, and Edward in 
vain attempted to moderate the excess of his 
indignation and grief. His -anger, his re- 
gret, his contempt, and his vexation, were 
extreme, ^flid for a time prevented his enterf 
ing upon &e business of his interview*. 
When at length he was sufficiently calm for 
that purpose, Edvrard underwent a most af- 
fecting trial of his sensibility. The old man 
put into his hands a packet .sealed, which, he 
told him, contained a wifi, by which all the 
property he possessed, amounting to three 
x>r four thousand pounds, was at his death 
bequeathed to Edward. 

" I have reserved it tSl i was convinced,'* 
12 
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said the old man, *^ what was the character 
of sir Everard. For, had he possessed the 
sprit of his ancestors, had be gloricmsly 
resolved to restore the splendours of the 
antimt seat of his family, he would have 
needed every \guinea, and he should have 
had them all. Oh, many ^ little whim and 
&ncy, aye, some comforts too, Imve I de- 
nied myself to add oae guinea more to my 
long hoarded stock; hoping that, however 
4ktle, I wasivstill somewhat aiding and assist- 
ing in recovering the glories of that name 
•and family from whose noble bounty I re- 
ceived my first penny. But as it is, I mi^ 
as well give sand to thb preservation of a 
whirlwind, as money for such a purpose,-r-to 
this tool of his Italian mother, — who, as you 
perceive, no more values the rq>utation of 
Ills loicestors, than if they had been shoe^- 
biacks or waiters ! Take, therefore, you this 
bee gift, my noble youth, and you will find 
that I have only troubled you in return with 
one reqtJiest:— namely , that yoU will see these 
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bones laid in the earth a&near as possibly can 
be granted to that vault under the altar in 
the chapel^ where my honoured masters and 
their ladies, and their children rest/* 

Edward was spared the pain of reply, and 
prevented from returning the packet, asj^e was 
prompted to do, by the appearance of Mrs. 
Newton, dressed in her calash and tippet, fbl« 
lowed by a tnaid«servaht carrying a trunk. 

*• Dba'tgQ in ! don't go in, Mr. Osbom^ 
tfiey'il be the death of y<}u ! Such graceless 
wretches these eyes never saw before. The 
captain hzis> ^ven the fellows leave to bre^k 
opeti the cdiar, as yoa were not in the way ^ 
aJDtd they have made blasts of theoisdves^' 
and the aucdoncer and the captain are noC 
jDuch better. Oh, Mr. Montagu,*' contii* 
Qued the old lady, ^^ that ever I should ]iv<| 
to see this day ! They're ransacking evcrjp 
hole and comer, ta take an inventory,, zsi 
they prietend; but .^ch coarse jdces upon 
Qur poor dear dead mistresses and masters, 
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Mr» Montagu, as would make your blood 
boiir ' - ~ 

*' Madam !** Edward exclaimed^ " it does 
make my blood mount into my brain to hear 
of insults which it is impossible sir Everard 
will pardon, much less sanction. Return^ 
madam. Come, sir ; these bullies presume 
upon your years, and make that, which is the 
strongest claim upon their re^>ect, the cow- 
ardly sanction of their licentious ribaldry i^^— 
only anpower me, as your friend, to protect 
you, jmd let who dare msult you." 

Edward hurried them, as fast as old 
Adam could hobble, into the hall. Scarcely 
%ad they entered, before a general laugh 
assailed their ears from a 'small eating-par« 
lour, of which the valet, • fobtman, and two 
postillions of captain Neville had taken 
^possession. Then followed this conversa<» 
tion, with the omission of oaths. 

*^ Here's the old cat again, Ned.** 
: ♦* Was ever such a queer qmz ! I say. 



? 
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Jerry, sheM fnghten your leaders if you 
crossed her in a narrow lane.*' 

" She should frighten no more then j for 
I don't see what use such spamed old devils 
are of in this world." 

** I say> Jerry, what a most delicious bit 
of fun she would make for lady Emily 
Roseville's Fanny! That gipsy is so satirical, 
you know. — ^How she would take her off!*' 

Edward was walking slowly across the 
liall ; Adam leaning on one arm, and Mrs. 
Newton, with no little state, on the other. 
Disgust was the emotion of his breast, till 
the name of lady Emily Roseville strucfe 
hi$ ear. ** Can these wretches, — <an this 
. £unily hold any intercourse with the Rose- 
villes !" This thoughtj which darted aci*oss? 
his mind, was accomp^ied withapaininex<: 
pressibly severe, and not to be accounted for;: 

" Take no ncttce," "said he' to his com- 
panions. : 

^' But I say, Jerry," continued the valet, 
** who's that chap between *em, eh ? ; H6*s 
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the best looking felloe Fye seen in these 
parts : — country cut a little j but he's some- 
cfaing above the clod-hoppers one sees about 
die place too/' 

By this time Edward had seated Adam 
and Mrs. Newton, whose tongue he con- 
fined to silence by his menaces. He thea 
called out authoritatively, 

** Are any of captain Neville's servants in 
the way?" 

*• The Devil 1" exclaimed the i^alet^ 
" That's goody howeva: i" 

'^ Come, that'Ucia nu»ly. If we 9taad 
that,^' ciied the fipots^an, '^ we shodd be 
greenhorns.'' 

^^ Are any of captain Neville's servants in 
Aeway?" more loudly called Edward. 

A genoal laugh was the rq)ly. Edward's 
anger was li^g; but the appearance of 
captain Neville himself averted it for the 
moment. 

** Where are all my scoundrels ?" cried 
ile captah|. 
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In an instant die \7b0le groupe were at ins 
dbow, bowing and cringing with every to^' 
ken of the most abject servility. 

** Did not yon hear yourselves called?* ' 

« Not I, &;* 

«NorL" 

**NorI/' 

•*NorL'' ^ 

Turning with disgust from this specimen 
of London assurance in livery, Edward ad- 
dressed himself to the captain. 

*^ I presume I have the honour to address 
. captain Neville ?" 

** My name is Neville, sir." 

^ Mine is Montagu } I reside in this 
neighbourhood, and have for many yeai^^ had 
the pleasure of an acquaintance with the 
worthy Mr. O^born, who has so long and 
so honourably served the Beauchamp far 
mUy." 

** Oh,...I...believe...I...understand/* drJiwl- 
ed out the captain, with an affected gape, 
twisting the black ribband of an eye-glass 
.15 
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round his fingo'. *' You inean ybu > hive 
been a kitchen-guest at Beauchamp Abbey 
during the non-residence of my friend the 
batcttiet; but poz, I don't exactly compre- 
hend of what sort of consequence that in- 
formation can possibly be to me.** " 

*' If you will indulge me with *a moment's 
hearing, I flatter myself I shall quicken your 
comprehension, sin In a few words then, 
I consider Mr. Osborn as my friend; and 
if the situation which he holds in this man- 
sion, as representative of sir Everard Beau- 
champ; if his exemplary character j if these 
time-blanched locks, on which no vice has 
left a single spot, are insufficient ta'com- 
manci respect from the vulgar minds of cap- 
tain Neville's servants, I expect that the au- 
thority of their master will at least restrain 
them from the profanation of that virtue 
which they are too gross to venerate^." ' > 

'' Very hercac, 'ponmy hohourl" feaid the 
captain; " but whether intended for tragedy 
or comedy >. fleece nxe if I cai^ guessj" 
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** Sir, I am serious," said Edward i^tfv 
.great earnestness. 

^^ Serious !'' exclaimed the captain, start- 
ing back a pace, and drawing up his moath. 
with mock gravity. " Serious^ are you ? Oh, 
then it's tragedy ; that's not in my way : — 
you might as well expect Munden to play 
the Mourning Bride as that I should be *^er^• 
ous. Come, come, I see, I see all that you 
would say,Mr.Mont.thingummee, I beg your 
pardon, I understand all about it. These fel- 
lows of mine have been quizzihg old daddy 
what-you-call-him there, and grinning at the 
tomical cut of old granny's calash ;-r-now 
that's cursed impertinent of you, ' ye scoun- 
drels ; and, do you hear, if you dare so much 
as simper at .the respectable old gentlefolks, 
dam' me but I'll break every bone in your 
skins. Get away with you, scoundrels! 
Now, sir, any further coifimands !with me ?'* 
/ Edward, utiused to this non>-chalance 
mode of parrying a reproof, was quite con- 
fbunded.^ He was about: ta reqviire some 
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more toHd assurance of future i-espect to old 
Adam^ and to satisfy himself that the levity 
of the ^ptaitt was not intended as a personal 
insult 
, *^ Tour .manner, sir,'* said he, " is so 
p^ectiy new to me ** 

^^ Oh, yes, I percdve that ; don't men- 
tion it,'' Siting his glass to his eye. 

** I have hitherto Kved in such retire* 
ment -" 

** It's very evident; you need make no 
apologies; I'm perfectly satisfied ; I admire 
your feeling ; it's a good trait in your cha* 
racter. I assure you I never myself laugh 
at old quizzes, except behind their backs^ 
or afiser tbSjr have been boxed up a century 
or two, like tliat old ThUrlo-Orumbo there, 
in an bon night-cap, with an apothecary's 
pestle mh» hand!" 

** Alas I alas !** exclaimed old Adam j 
^ could any of the family but hear such 
jramemade of thdr great ancestor, m Ro- 

dolph, the bravest kmght that ever " 

8 
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- ^< WeU, but, oM daddy,'' intemipted the 
captain^ ^ sir Rodolph can*t hear; and 
idiDugh it's an undoubted hw in the code of 
politeness, that a man should n't laugh in 
another man's fsice, diare*s no statute against ^ 
qwzzing a picture, old boy ! Come, come^ 
don't lower the muscles of your face ; you 
can*t think how much older it makes you - 
look. In the flame of all that's abominable, 
what does the man snivel at !" 

" You appear, sir," said Edward, " not 
to entertain the same sentiments relative td 
these badges of the antiquity of a family as 
this family itself, or you would «iter more 
perfectly into the feelings of their affectionate 
domestic." 

** Upon my honour, you talk extremely 
well for a provinckl," said the captain} 
«* you have been in Londcm, I presutne/' 

** Not since I was an infant.'* 

«* At Oxford, or Cambridge ?" 

** At neither, sir." 
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however, sufficiently to impress upon cafM 
tain Neville a degree of respect for the cha- 
racter of Adam, as smcere as any feeling 
he was capable of retaining for a quarter of 
an hour; and by his amiable sentiments, and 
the unassuming firmness of his manners, he 
obtained a friend^ as far as captain Neville 
could be a friend, in the man he had ex- 
pected to make his foe. 

Having accomplished thus much, he was 
about to take his leave. 

*• Where are you going, you persuasive 
dog, /you ?** said captain Neville. 

^ Home, sir/' 

" Fm no conjuror^ and therefore cannot 
gucsswhereevery body^shome i8,you know/* 

" I live with Mrs- Enfield, at the white 
cottage in the valley/* 

** At Mrs. Enfield's at the white cottage 
in the valley !" echoed the captain, clasping 
his hands, in mock heroics. " How sweet- 
ly raaiantic,-*4he white cottage in the yal- 
ky! Fray take pity upon me, and carry 
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me with you to the white cotitage in the val# 
ky, for, if I tarry in this most execrable Ab- 
bey, I shall certainly expire before morning! 
Perhaps there may be some amusement Sot ; 
^rational creatures in your cottage; — may be^ 
sir, you have a sister whom I could chat with; 
or you have, at least some old aimt or grands- 
mother that one might laugh at a little.'* 

"Is the ridicule of old age then a fe- 
voucke source of nurth to you ?'^ csa^id Ed^ 
ward tauntingly. . ^ 

^ I beg pirdon,'* cried the captain; '^ but 
wha the deuce would think himsielf in the 
company of a philosopber^ when he loofcft 
at your naked chin ? But come, take nie, 
from this nursery of bhie devils; and if I do 
not behave like a good boy, serve me aar 
they do children, and threaten to shut me 
up ia this dungeon of an Abbey again !'' 

Edward, unwilling to introduce this new^ 
acquaintance at the cottage, yet equally tm« 
witting to offend him, said, 

^^ Or, what sagr yo<i> sir* to a walk to 
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Roseville Park ? It is but a short xlistanc^/ 
The paintings there will repay the trouble/* 
" Paintings !— Psha, my good fellow ; arat 
I not running away from pictures ? But,"" 
flourishing his hand, " to Roseville Park 
with rapture will I fly ; for there the spirit 
of dear lady Emily will,* like a beauteous 
phantasmagoria, before me rise,-*-as you 
point but the spot where you have seen her 
walk, whereyouhave heardher talk! — Ck>mey 
is n't that heroic ? That's in your own style, 
eh, my lad 1'^ .Then, calling to his servatits, 
•* Here, Saunders^ Jerry, all of you, d ye 
bear,' rascals, take care you pay ail possible 
respect to this very respectabk goodJookui^. 
old lady and gentleEnan, who are a& it were 
vergers of this old Cathedral, or Abbey, or 
whatever they call it ; and, d'ye hear, lei- 
lows, no laughing nor;grinmngonyour lives, 
for rU throw the .fii-stof you that grins into 
the lake, and thus drown you and your miif h 
together ! And as to you, Mr, Osbom, I 
entreat yoa to 9;ttribiite any thing that may 
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have appeared comical in me, or my fellows, 
to no ill design. It is because you do not 
know our way in London that you have 
been hurt with our merriment. Think no 
more of it. My friend sir Everard wril 
probably come down before the sale ; if not, 
Til take care he shall provide, handsomely 
for you and the old lady in the comical ca- 
lash.'* 

^* Sale ! Sale !** at once echoed Adai|i 
and Edward. 

*^ And can it possibly bejrue, sirP^ said 
Edward : *^Does the baronet really mean to 
part with antiquities that have so long en* 
•riched the Abbey ?'* 

** Yes, he does, my bnwre fellow ; or his 
mamma does at least, and she \^ears the 
breeches : they very wisely think that they 
hav^ enriched the Abbey long enough, and 
therefore they resolve that they shall now 
enrich them. 

** Monsters ! unnatural monsters !'* cried 
old Adam, striking his head with fury} 
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*' The Abbey to be pillaged by one of its* 
own masters ! Imposdble ! — ^Impossible ! — 
*Tis worse than sacrilege— it is self-murder! 
My^eyes shall never see that hour, — ^No, — 
God in mercy will take me to himself before 
that evil day!" 

•* Whi^ a strange old g^tfeman!" said 
tbo captam> who with all his levity could not 
unmoved behold the agonies of pooi* olA 
Adtoi. 

" Oh, had but his noble uftcle livfed V, 
toittiiluesd Adam, *« JbA he h^ Uwd-to 
Uiess m with aoa heir;-^Kotb&ig ^ morin 
strous could have iwned from Im^lcHitor': - 

"No reflections upoil yout master; riei* 
Aer, Mn Adam/' - 

" He my raiagter ! — ^Neverl^-*-Ncver! Hta 
ancestors have been for threescore years my 
masters^; but heh a degenerate brattcb df 
his noble house ,j a feUejri-ofF branch from 
the good old English tree, transplanted to a 
foreign soil^ where it has engrafted itself 
with an outlandish ^ock. No vyonder then 
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he is ashamed to face these mere pictures of 
his nob}e ancestoiis ; no wonder that they 
should prove tck> much against him V* 

Edward did every thing in his power to 
assuage the grief of his aged friend ; but ki 
vaki: for while he was exerting his ek>- 
quence to this effect^the auctioneer, who 
had been looking over the pictures, crossed 
the hail, and in th^ hearing addressed qs^ 
tain Neville thus : — 

**WelI) captain, I have been looldng 
over the whole of the lumber ; and, unless 
the baronet can persuade the Andquarian 
Sockty to become ladders for most c£ the 
lots, I am sure lord Roseville may get the 
whole at a public auction for le^ than he 
offers ; though in saying this, you know, I 
^ak against myse}f%^ 

*^ Lord Roseville bid for itf exclaimed 
Adaiid; wildly starting from bis seat, ^' Jord 
RoseriUe bid for it ! ! I see it all now ; — ^It's 
plain enough,r— My poor brain bums, Mr. 
£<iward, — ^May I crave your assistanceto my 
8 
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^chamber? Thank Gqd I saw you this morn*- 
ing! Remember my last request. This 
stroke is too much — too much. — Your arm, 
sir, your arm. The waiter's son has tri- 
mnphed now indeed ! Oh, God be praised^ 
the noble 4mcle of this profligate hears not 
these, tidings, — sees not these days I" , 

He spoke these words with difEculty, and 
then fainted in the arms of Edward, who 
conveyed him to his chamber. 

** Upon my honour,** said the captain, to 
the auctioneer, half seriously, "lam quite 
out of my cue here ; for, if I understand 
the interest of this scene, fleece me ! What 
the old gentleman makes such a pother 
about, appears to me to be the most natural 
course of things in the world, Mr. Transit. 
Here is a young fellow comes into possession 
of an estate, which a long minority has not 
made very monstrously large, but which is 
sufiicient to purchase the good things of this 
world; well — ^he has never seen this fusty old 
mansion} of course he has no great loving* 
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kindness for a collectbhofold armours, pic- 
tures, and tapestry hangings; there's no- 
thing wonderful in that." 
• " Oh, nothing." 

^^ He means to q)end his winters only in 
London, his summerson the continent. Then, 
tell me, can any thing be niore natural thaii 
that he should sell for a good price, a parcel 
of lumber on which he sets no value, for 
which he has no use?*' . 

« Oh, nothing." 

*' Well then, lord Roseville has an estate 
adjolnihg, and he has long wished to dis- 
mantle the Al^bey, and convert it into a pile 
of minis, as a sort of contrast or foil to his 
palace. And, if a man can afford to pay 
for such whims, there's nothing wonderful 
in his indulging them.*' . 

" Oh, nothing/* 

" Again— lord Rosevilhe is a powerful 

man ; and lord . Roseville has a beautiful 

daughter ; I wish to be well with them Both 

' — ^you tmd^fstand' ma Lady B^auchamp 
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manages sir Everard ; I hstve a fitde influp> 
ence with lady fieauchamp, and hence re^ 
suits our gallop uito Comberland, Mr. Tran- 
sit — ryou take me. You and I can converse 
on the road to London about all these mat- 
ters ; for^ when people jare too indolent to 
look afiier their own zSbirBj no doubt they 
must pay those who manage for them, for 
their trouble, eh. Transit ? and if you ^[Rd 
I make use of our senses, and touch a little 
of the sweepings of his lordship's counter 
in Lombard-street by thk trip, I am sure 
there will be nothing marvellous, or even 
very new in that, eh. Transit?** 

" O— (A,— nothkig, nothii]^, captain 
Neville : I have always found you a sensible 
man ; and as for the heroics of the old 
steward ** 

" Why, W'e must leave those sort of peo- 
pk to themselves, Mr.Transit ; fordam'me if a 
sensible man can understand their vagaries/' 

Edward re-appeaired. 

** Hem ! — ^Here corner y^mg Juba the 
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second. Well, Mr* Mohtgotti^ry—iMontii-, 
gu, I beg pardon, — how is the old majw 
<kttiior 

*' Mr. Osbom, dr, is extremely ill ; I 
have deemed it necessary to send for medi«- 
t^ assistance/' 

•* The de?il you have ! Why then, in ad^ 
dition to all the gloom of^ antiquity alrejtdy 
here^ v^ shall presently be beset with a 
memefite mori^ iti the shape of some coun* 
try Esculapius. Ti:anslt^ m^ good fellaw, 
you haw seen enough, eh ! — ^nothing more 
to do now than fix the price ?'* 

" NoAing, — ^nothing/' 

•* Theft we can't do better than place 
ourselves in the situation of one of your 
own lots, and be going, — ^a-going,. Hore 
Jerry, Saunders, — scoundrels !'* 

^*Sir! Sir! Sirl" echoed through the 
hall. 

*^ Are you sober enough, you varlets, to 
reach the next post-town to-night without 
risk to my brains or your own bones ? I^ 

VOL. I. K 
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SO, quick, brush! Don*t you underatand 
me? Dam'me, if I don't hear the carriage 
wheels in sixteen seconds you're dead 
men every one of you.!*' 

Away scampered the^ men, terrified, but 
not astonished, bdng accustomed to his ec« 
centric rapidity* In the same moment cap-, 
tain Neville exclaimed, 

** What dilatory scoupdrds they are I I 
can*t stand still waiting here all day. Come, 
Transit, give me your arm; we'll. trudge 
It." Then, turning to Edward i " Will you 
do me the favour, sir, to tell my fdlows 
that I was out of all patience, and obliged 
to walk on, to save myself from rheuma- 
tism, and the ague, and those sort, of 
things ?" 

" May I beg leave to trouble you with a 
few words, captain Neville ?*' said Edward. 
'' You have mentioned repeatedly the Rose- 
vilte family,*' 

" My dear sir, I talk of nothing eke— 
I dream of nothing else.'* 
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^' They are well ? I hbpe*" 

^* Well 1 — ^As well as health and prosperity, 
can make human creatures* ' They are at 
this moment the wonder and the envy of all. 
London I The vul^ stare at their spUai'^ 
douTy till their eyes blink like an owl's at the. 
sun, or a cat's at a kitchen-fire. The great 
and the powerful sigh at their honours and 
wealth, till they piiie themselves into such 
specimens of anatomy as Astley Cooper 
lectures on.!* 

" They are then in Londoni^* 

** Oh no, — ^not yet arrived.** 

^^ Did you not intimate that their splen- 
dour and ^'* 

" Yes, yes : but that is only by anticipa- 
tion. Though the curtain is yet undrawn, 
my fine fellow, the town rings already with 
t-he preparations that. are making behind die 
: scenes ! Zounds ! do you never read the 
newspapers?" 
*^Yes," replied Edward wkh naivete, 
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" we have The St. Jamed*s ChtoiiicI* i-egu- 
hrhr sent us/' - 

'« Ha \ hal ha! The St. J^mesV Chro- 
nicle ! Ha ! ha ! ha ! What^ atid ^ I sxtp^ 
pose there you pox'e orer an essay on some 
new discovery in optics ; read aii accdum 
** how an old mtition^>ie-inaii was ruh over 
^' as he w» crossing Piccadilly, and taken ti> 
^ the Middlesex Hospital ; that the l^d 
•* mayor ordered the price of br^d to be 
** raised one penny in the peck-loaf, aiid then 
^ proceeded to open the sessions at the Old 
^•Bailey.'* Ha! hi J ha!'' 

Edward did not exactly con^reh^ tBe 
force of this ridicule; but hepbremediiewas 
knighedat^ andbhadied. 

The captain cooitinoed*-** 

^ My good fellow, ycai most pardiMi nie j 
Init your ignorance^ I mean your ignorance 
c£ our woxU in London-^-^-is so amusingy 
that for the soul of me I can*t help laugh-^ 
iaq;;. Why^ i qissdon if ever you saw die 
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name of die family even mentioned in the 
fit hmeB^s Chronicie/' 

*< Not that I recollect/' .said Edward. 

" No i-— but had you daily read Thfe 
Mormng Chronicle, The Morning Post, The 
Times, The True Briton, The Qracle, The 
British Press, The Sun, The Star, The Cou- 
rier, the Globe, the-<-d»e'-^had you read all 
tv any of these delightful diaries of fashion* 
able Kfie, there you might have seen 

^. That the earl and countess of Roseville, 
'^ivitii loni Bart^i and lady Emily, are 
^ expected hourly from the Continent, at 
<*cfadr s^plendid mansion in Grosv^nor 
^ Square/' Again, '' Lady Emily Rose^ 
<< ^riUe^ the krvdy daughter of die eari asid 
^ oonmeA of Roseville, is expected to 
^* iBc^se 1^1 the hitherto re^lehdent prbs ih 
^ die hemisphere of &^on 1'^ . Or, thus 
again, *^ As far as beauty, ¥fky uxli taste 
f^ can add chau*ms to elevated ranli and nil- . 
^^ bounded wealth, the lady EmHy Rose- 
*♦ ville, in whose happy pi^rson all these 
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^KdeTiciie are combined, certainly \>vis fair to 
** outshine ev«'y luminary that at preset 
^ enfightens and enlivens the fashionable 
>*world.^' 

** Are such things relative to lady Emily 
really printed ?^' said Edward. 

'^ Listen again/^ said the Captain^ Then 
assuming a grave tone, ' . . 

^^ It is NOT true that the duchess of 
** Drinkwater has retired in pique febm. the 
« metropolis, at the approach of lady Emily 
** Rpseville. We have reasons for bei 
^* lieving that the measure was determii^ed 
^* upon before the coming but of lady Emily 
« wsfe announced. There tnay be other 
^^ causes assigfied ioi the removal of an esta* 
.^' blishment from the metropolis to Ediit- 
^^ burgh, without resorting to any such fti^na- 
^* tured suppositions* It is not every family 
^ that can boast the wealth of a Roseyille ; 
5< and living is certainly much cheap^ in 
.•^Scotland than in England/* 

^^ This I suppose wa3 meant if\ ItJbdness t4 
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the dttches^,^* said Edward j ^^ but in my 
mind the contradiction is stiU qiore mis« 
chievously ill-natured than the aseerddn^ But 
pray^ captain, is it so far true that the famiiy^ 
are hourly expected ?" 

^' True, — as the minute hand of St PauTs^ 
or the weathercock at Lloyd's,- my dear 
feUowl*' 

Edward sighed/ 
' ^^ And is it true,*' continued he, ** that 
all London are on sudi tip*toe ezpectatiofi 
for their arrival ?'^ . 

"Equally true,*' said the captain!. " They 
divide popularity at present with the fever 
at Gibraltar, and the young Roscius.'* . 

" But is it usual in die fashionable worlds 
sir, for unmarried ladies, like lady Emily, 
to ihake . so much noise at coming oz^, as 
you term it r* 

The captain's chaise*and-four drew up. 

". Zoimdsl helve's the carriage," cried 
the captain. , " fiowever, I will stay to ex* 
.plain that to you ^ for I perceive, my good 
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Mlovr^ that there is germ in you; and 
conadering you as a sort of Recluse of the 
LaAe,or Tall Boy of theMountaiD, you really, 
promiae weli«, Know, Aen, that the most 
dashing comings-out ever known are when 
a very young, rich, lively girl^ like lady 
Emily, manief some dull duke. 1^ aa 
people, you know^ can't always be young, 
the good creatures have invented for them- 
selves a sort of second-hand camingfw^mij in 
tbe debui 6E thof daiightero; in which way 
they contrive, by a presentation at ccruit, by 
galas, fetes, ^xid hew^pc^ ^lat, for their 
daughters, to five their |adiiO|iahle c^mfpaiipuif 
once over again; and, under the prince of 
imi'oducing these novices of ^hion imo the 
workl, they themselves participate kk the 
st)lendour, luxury, and delights of at le^st 
one winter more in London. Thus the 
countess of Roseville, who, poor soul, faa^ 
been moping these Lorrf-knows-how-many 
years among the Alps and the Appennines, 
poetizing upon Mount St. Gothard> an4 
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making snow-balls upon the Great St. Ber- 
nard, will, after such a horrid transportation, 
doubly enjoy the coming winter in London. 
Bor though lady Eniily's grand winter will 
not be until sh^ is marchioness of Arberry, 
or duchess of Delaware, if old Pomposo. 
would exit; yet, as this winter will begin 
with her coming out, and end with her m!ir». 
riag^, we shall, even at the present hour,. 
contme to a^fonish the natives !■* 
' " Astonish the natives!^ said Edward;. 
"Pray who taie theyj sir ?*' 
' " 0*, did you never see one? Consult 
ashy looking-glass then, and you'll see one. 
tfr the life.— Adieu, poor native !** 

Conduding this speech with ^ laugh at: 
tiis own joke, he shook Edward by the 
band, with a good nature in his face that 
rendered it imposisible to feelx)ffence at his 
nonsensical rattle; and then hurrying the 
tecti^eieer to bis carnage, away they were 
whirted. 

%5 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A FRATRICIDE* 

JBdWARD, having to a certain degree 
succeeded in tranquiltizing the mind of 
Adam^ quitted the Abbey. On his way to 
the cottage he once tnore fell into a reverie 
upon the important discovery of the morn- 
ing, and his thoughts were wandering into 
a maze of contradictory conjectures, when 
they were suddenly called off* by the chiming 
of the bells belonging to the village church, 
which in a few minutes struck out a loud 
^d i^eiry peal. Edward started,--*-his knees 
shook,! — ^his feet became fixed to the spot 
where he stood. These beHs had been pre« 
sented to the church by lord Roseville, aiad 
were to be rung for the first time upon tbe 
arrival of tibat nobleman at Rosevilfe F^ka 
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Theinfamce waa pbm. :^^ They are come f 
—They are cpmeJ'* exclaimed Edward; 
and ere he had recovered- from the effects 
of this sudden announcement^ men, women^ 
and children were seen runmng in aU direc* 
tions along the valley, huzzaing and hoU 
laing— « Roseville for ever !" 

He hurried to the cottage — it was literally 
deserted^ Mrs. Enfield, Eli^a, and their 
old domestic Hannah^ had followed the 
general impulse, and ji^ned the assembly in 
the Park^ which consisted of nearly the 
whofe peculation of the parish of Darling- 
ton and its environs^ Edward threw himself 
into a chair, and attempted to arrange the 
confused ideas which the rapid succession of 
recent events had occasioned. 

In the mean time RoseviUe Park present- 
ed the scene of a rustic holiday^ A bevy of 
servants had already arrived; and the bustle 
of preparation was- visible in every apart- 
ment. AU the avenues were lined with ex- 
pecting gazers i aa^ the collected g^ups 
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were begoiUng the time wkh varidiie sporW 
and frolic8.-~^^ Here they come !~Here they 
come !'^ was every now amd then echoed by 
some rural wit, who made jthe disappbint* 
ment of those beyevmg him the doiiree of 
laughter to all around. . 
* M length a moTing cdnmn of dust, ac^ 
companied by loud buaraas, the sound of 
rustic music, and the buzz c( an zpfTozdit* 
mg multitude, which had collected from the 
adjacent villages thitntgh which the cavaU 
cade had passed, proclaimed beyond all 
dpubt the arrival ^ the earl hknself. In asr 
instant the Park rung with loud shouts; the- 
beautifully wrought iron gates for the first 
time unfolded, and two outriders in die most 
#splendid liveries preceded a travelKng-coach* 
,and-four, in which' roide the upper female 
servants of the establishment j a post-chariot 
and four followed, in which were lord Barton, 
the heir apparent of all tins pomp and 
wealthy attended by his late tutor Dr. Hoare; 
the third carriage in the cavalcade was a 
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kutday ccmtufung lau); Emily, iiliose ^ 
£Me notic08 of the throng asseoalilec^ vfbh 
her woaiectdd return to their cheering salu* 
tatibns, vrmi every heam ;. vhile the strikaij^ 
beauties of her &ce and £3rm becsuoie^th^ 
theme of uniTersal admiradoh. Two other 
fadies were in the same carriage with hev 
hdy^upt these weae Italim ladies of di-*^ 
stincdcm, who had accompanied the Rose*^ 
^e £ynily to England, as guests, widx tite 
intention^ of pasdhg a winter in London* In 
the last carriage, a superb posuchaiiot drawn 
by six horses,, came the earl and countess of 
Roseville. 

Though Mra. Enfield and Eliza bad tm«^ 
obtrusively mii^Jed in the crowd, yet the 
expresdve eye of the counts caught that 
of her protegee, and, instantly letting down 
the glass, she nodded to her with a smile 
so signfficant that the heart of Mrs. Enfield 
immediately fek all the kind remembrances 
it implied, and inade a grat^l respcmse by 
the same eloquent organ. 
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. '' Thanks! thanks! lady Roseraie/' kt* 
temally excktmei} the del^hted Mrs. En* 
field: ^^ that look tdls me you bested aSf 
the regard, which: circumstances ieaye at 
your own disposal/" ! 

^. She was just in her conclusion : £3r hdf 
RosenUe W er^i somewhat e^eeded these 
limits^ as the earl broadly hinted, by ex- 
chiming — 

r *V Can't you dispense yaur eiyiiides with* 
out smothering (me with dust 1"^ 
. ^' I beg your pardon,!* said her lad)sship 
with unfeigned n^ekness. 

" Who is that woman ?*' 
.: « Mrs. Enfield- • 

. •* What, the person, who jaursed yom? 
foundling ?'.' 
. "Thesame/*^ 
' " Is»the boy aKve, pray r**^ 

^ My dear lord, what a qUesticm i *Twas 
imly yesterday I was asking your opinion re- 
specting some method of di^sing of him." 

" Indeed ! upoa my wocd I have too 



itized by Google 



IW LONDON* 20^ 

laany other tUngs to thiak of,, ioi^e any 
ofmiion ^t &tl s^bout it. .Why ioft^t you put 
him ^prentice ?'' r: ' ; 

"How you forget !— The: yotmg manis of 
age : I m^an^ he must at least he one-and-^ 
twenty years old.'* 

" What I one^and-twenty ! — And have yoa 
really been squandering away money so in« 
considerately as to keep a great boy at dry- 
purse till he is one-and-twenty I Upon mj < 
honour/ lady Rosevillej one would almost 
imagine that you think an establishment like 
mine is kept up free of all costs and ^xpense : 
jt 's really incoaisiderate.** 

" Indeed, my dear lord, you must excii^e 
me if I ;say:I am not to blame in this respect: 
I have again and again endeavoured to draw 
your attention to the subject of this poor 
fellow, but you have never listened to me : 
I have actually advanced the little remittances 
which have hitherto supported him out of 
my own allowancies»'V 

Yes, yes, I can believe you j but have 
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the goodrfels, madatn^ to rtacdltect, if' joist 
pfaaass, thiA people who see you twice in oie 
dress are not apprised of your mc^ms for 
ecofiomy ; and it would he quite as welT to 
study the reputation of a. man of 'fny raaK. 
and fortune, as to squander away money m. 
support of idl&^fetlows, old and able enough > 
to earn their own living."^ 
. The carrage stopped. Lady Rosei^e 
hurried away a tear that would start xrn^^ 
hidd^9 andogav« her band t€i her l€HKi.\ri$: 
a^sinile* v 

In the saloon the other traveller^ awaited) 
the entrance of his lordship to pay their re- 
spects ; and the- whole party then^proceeded^ 
to an inspection of the interior of a palitce 
on which more than mxty thousand pound$r: 
had been eoepended. 

Pahnoretti, and his pppii Dubois,. recaredi 
ixobounded prabes from the earl and his. 
son far the admirable platings with which, 
they had embelliished several of the pnncipali 
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** Oh ! 'pon «iy honour/' said lord Bar*: 
ton,.^' tbejr crowa ypu, senior :" then tunu 
ifig tQ JM9 iit^iar» ^^ I 9m bold to assert^ my 
Iprd) that we have seea nothing supedbr 
cm the Ccmtmttt." 

'^ Your Iqrdship excepts the productions, 
of R^bael, ConregiO) Salvalor Rosa, and a 
£ew othe«9» I pfewme?"' sddDr. H<tai«i. t 

^^ I see m mson^ dQd»r» fQr.Aie;»t»fM: 
Hwit'' n}piii«d Hb loaUiip : ^^ I y^otere tt^ 
3Ky ti^ xu> Iti^iaR iMstcr vecdnedtadniiidi) 
£E>r any of that 1i4)qiiis as my f«^fr /leSfc 
pay thd aignior fot these iiarformattc^.^^.Dv >; 

*' ^^ y«t,v replied A^ doctor, <' ibo^ 
mily of the Medici,* aiui some ojfiiMiipf^ia^ 
were toleraUy tpunificent padrona df the 
arte, toes'* ., -?) 

^^ There seems no necessity foa tUa dbw' 
cussTon of the comparative merits dF'dsadB 
and, living ardsta and pattoaa,'^ saidethe^ealrl, 
angry at the insinuation of the doctor : ^k 
is sufficient for me that there is certaini]il 



itized by Google 



210 A winter' 

nothing in England that can be compared 
with such productions as these before us/* 
• " Has your lordsMp ever seen Barry's 
painiipgs, in the room of the Society of 
Arts and Sciences, in the Addphi ?*' said 
Br* Moire dryly. 

^ Not I^'* rqplied^ the ettpl j ** but you 
murtdiflfer, doctor, firom all the world. 
l]i(»ok;at Azt picture of Villagers dsndn^; 
jAvi mr^if would not faisinuate that any 
dHier'than an Italian pencil could {»oduce 
s^idi ^painting l^--^«(5bderve l)ail3cularly the 
loYel^ibrm of ^t; nymph, who with sueh. 
•j^Qi^te grace of attitude is strildi% die 
tjttnisqiriibi^ 

I Mil i»:niidoob«sd)y exc^ilent/^ said 
the doctor} " but, surely, my lord, ycru 
vail not eolifine pevfeetion to the Italian 
aohfibli'^^ 

^'zif^iy^ who bftire we in England, I adc, 
4bat oo^dliave produced any thing like it I 
i appeal ta wery^ one present^ if they erer 
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ftawsocha pdcture, taken altogether^ frooi 
th# pencil of any English artist." 

" lam not, perhaps, sufficiently impar- 
tial to judge on this point,** said lady Patt<» 
lina, one of the Italian ladies ; ^' but cer-^ 
tainly I never saw a picture which altogether 
so \^11 pleased ^ me ; and that beautiful 
nyn^ is the most fin^hed and expressive 
figure in llie ^gi^up/\ - , < 

^ And I have discovered a resemblnace 
to that fine .£»2e in hdy Emily,'' said the 
si^eor (tf Paulma. 

**.Pb6kiyely yro are correct,- said lord 
Barton. ^^ Come here, £mfly ; here 19^ » 
portrait of yqnr ladyabipr pamted bf insphfa- 
tic»9 when: you'were a thowand miles 4i* 
stant from the artist^^' . 

Every one agreed that the r^enddance 
could scarcely have been more striking had 
lady Emily sat .to the painter. . 

Lady Emily, who h^d been asking Fd«^ 
n^oretti and Dubois I to eacpl^ some iwto-^ 
rical subjects, obeyed the smomons^ 
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^' O^ you flatten^r^r^ said she vnA *«i¥a« 
city, 

" No, really 5 — ^really nbj** echoed the 
whole party, 

*^ I will be judged ty the painter tnmsdf/^ 
sadd lady Seiina, who had firsi discbvered 
the Bk^ew, " Tell me, signior," conti^ 
nued ^e» addr<^»ng Fahoaoretti, ^^ and tett 
truly now, is not that jMutrail; very hl^elady 

^^ The ioii^eanoa it has {midaccd piovcd 
the powers of recollection,'' satdPalmoietti;^ 
^ St waa panted aa a iflomcss of her lady* 
di^ &om memory/' 

«' Htm r^ ena«aiad the eari} «' designed/ 
s|giQori'r--paia^ from memory l^rr^franitbci 
resemblance, too, of a &ce you scarcely saw 
foradayr 

^ Tour Jordahip will forgive me, I aiii 
8ure,iflrdatethewho}ea0air. Thatpictura 
18 not my paroductiba ; but, from the ap}»'o- 
batioa bettowed ^n it, I am iAt)ud to say Ui' 
is done by a pupil of mine*.'*' 
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^ By Dubois !" exclaimed the earl, 
Mushing unth shame : ^^ wdl^ I Cduld have 
staked iny fortiuie it uras the ivork of an 
Italian I However, doctor, it is still th« 
Italian sdhooi;' 

^^ True, my lord," observed Bahnoretti^ 
^^ it is by a pupil of the Italian school; but 
not Dubois: it is the performance of an 
EngUidi youth whom your tordship has 
adopted. Is I am toM-^young Mr«. M^ik 
tagu.*' ' 

The earl started, bk hk lip, and blushed 
sfitt a deeper red. Lady Ro^sville cduld not 
fsesisc die expressian 0£-«- 

^ I am delighted to \ktaat it! Witt not 
such talents procure die youiig man a md^t 
honourable subsistence, signidrt** 

^ T6tt> fbiiget, madam,'^ ss^ Dr.Hoare 
aaitasticdly, ^ the yoiifh ia m EUgfish* 

<< Let us look at the library,'' «ud the 
esA wfoh t froiMi, and fed die urtly imrnedi* 
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Lady Eudly held down her bunmig face» 
whfle officious memory now presented to her 
imaginadon the attentive gsaes of die hand- 
some little foundlings who so many years 
ago had witnessed her dancing on the lawn 
with the tambouxine : the recollectbn was 
painful, but ^e could think of nothmg 
dse. 

Lord Barton lingered a pace or two be- 
hmd, looking at the picture, and, affecting 
great incredulity, yawned out— 

^^ Well, s^giiior, it would be unpolite^ 
perhaps, to eacpress *any doubt of your mi* 
raculous story : we have an instance of won^ 
derful genius certainly in Opie, you know; 
so that I«do not positively say, signior, that 
the thing is^n^^ossible 1" 

By this time the party had entered the 
library. The chaperone here was the 
worthy Mr. North, who had been initafied' 
librarian. 

The earl, wkh a view to turn attention 
as quickly as possible from the adopted 

6 
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y0utk^ as Palmoretd had styled Edward, 
very graciously condescended to introduce 
Mr. North to Dr. Hoare, as a profound 
^holar and most exemplary divine. Then 
presenting, in turn, die doctor to Mr.Nprth^ 
he said — , 

*^ Doctor Hosire, J^Ir. North.; not an ec- 
clesiastic, but an. hht D. ; a gentleman in 
every s^ise worthy your regard.; but one 
who will differ wjith you on all subjects, 
merely to avoid the suspicion c^ having no 
opinion of his own." 

** I carft agree to that, my lordj'* said the 
doctor. 

*^ There,! told you so," said hk lord- 
ship : " you see how he confirms my asser- 
ition.by his contradiction." , 

^* What a superb coHection of books !** 
€Kdaimed lady Paulina ; ^* and how beau- 
tifuUy airanged !'* 

" Yes," said lord Barton f " a thing of 
.this sort costs a few Engli^ guineas. Have 
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ycnx a notkm tiirhat ^e expose is, isir ?" ad^ 
drsssifig his fadier. 

^ No, really/* said the earf; *' I left tlie 
imteer entirely to Mr. North here, and 16 
the bookseBere.** 

** I am deKghted with you^ anaiydtal ca- 
talogue, Mr. Nor^/' said Ae doctc^, tiim- 
ing over the leaves : ** if tnutt hate oeca*- 
aiioned yoa an inmiefise deal df trouUe, and 
proves a knowledge of books not cominoA 
even among sdiolar^^ I was ftOf mtoy yearb 
ago at the marquis of L ■ " ^ ' - 's, in London, 
who has perhaps as many books ^s ar« here ; 
but the titles of hundreds of them were ob^ 
fibiete to the most learned, and therefore re* 
mained ^adoiiary on the shehes, except to the 
curiosi. This manuscr^t catalogue is actually 
a history of litef^tm«,^completebibliography, 
and renders ^ Bbfairy itself unique. I assure 
your lordship,'* turning to the eafl, ^ that 
sieitberjiiEnglandil^eisiewheFeis thefe s6 va- 
bs^le a coikcdon, 5)i4di so valuable a key.^' 
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** We are, then, very much indebted to 
your labours, Wr. North, lam sure," said 
tbe earU 

' '^ Tbe honour of your lord^ip^s approlba* 
tibn,^' said Mr« North, ^^ i must diare iR^th 
another :— I hare received the most valusMe 
afisistance in tUs work from a youth, nvhose 
conduct and attainments reflect the highest 
honour on your Icn'dship's bounty, s^d 
mu^, i am sure, when known, afford you 
the highest satisfaction ; I meanJMr. Edward 
jMontagii/* 

*' Again Mr. Montagu!" exclaimed the 
^arl, knitting his brow ; while the countess^ 
though she rejoiced at what she heard, trtei- 
hied lest the haughty tempea: of her lord 
^ouM take alarm git the accomplishments of 
one whom he deem^ed notfau^ more tfaan-aa 
cfoject of his charity." 

*' Pray, who is Edward Montagu?*' said- 
liily Belina: " he in^st be a: cicrer English- 
mah i I should like to see him*'^ 

" O,*" replied lord Barton, ** he is merdy 

VOL. I. L 



itized by Google 



a poor boy that my iadier accidcsitany met 
\r^ at Bnghton aome years ago> aod pre- 
served from the workhouse. He w^s saved 
fram shipwreck by: a. Chinese, who died the 
sme bour, I believe. The ship proved to 
bcf an Indiaman ; but iKibody else wassaved 
to tetl who or ^^^t the infant was; nordMi 
any on« know, to this hour.** 

^ \^hy» then,*" said doctor Hoare, ** hdy 
EmUy's portrak may be the productbn ofan 
Itafiaiw after aU/* 

** This is great foolery !" said the carl, 
sletqpii%<^of theUbsaaryuponajG^ lawn 
iQvdi with the fioor. 

He ^^^aa feUowed by the rest. They pm* i 
nftenaded the pleasure-grounds and part of 
tbe park. A variety of pbaervations were 
made, upon the picturesque scenery which 
embellished the landscape ;^ and the antique' 
timers of Beauchamp Abbey, fi^rining the 
.gnandest oligectia the perspective,. aflSarded 
an ample source of €Oaveraaik)& Loid> 
RpseviUe and ^e gemkmen, vd(k lady 
3 
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Enuly^ had Idtered to examine dome alidquei. 
statues seh( by his lorddiip froiji' Italy. The 
countess and her two guests formed a sepa* 
rate group. The following dialogue en* 
sued. 

Ladf Paulina, ^^ Wha^ is that venerable 
pite of building called ?'' 

Lady Roseville. " Beanchamp Abbey/* 

Lady Fsoiliiuk. " Is it a place cf worship?'* 

Lady RosefviUe. " No — ^It is the &mily« 
«eat of a bafonet of that name.** 

Lady Sellna. *^ Beauchamp! Beaudiamp t 
— DcMi't you recollect, PauUnai ^ stj-ange 
^ory aboat two brothers of that tiame, Eng^ 
Jish^restdents at Florence ?" 

Lady Paulina- « Perfectly well, Setina,-* 
Can it relate to this family ?** 

I^dy Roseville. ^ It certamly doefe* The 
history of these two brothers k to this hour 
a tale of mystery." 

Lady S^ba. ** May we ndt be favoured . 
^ftiit, lii^RoseviHer . - 

Lady Roseville* " k is. tAldfa^few words;. 
L 2 
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Alfred and Bverard were th^ only children 
of sir Alfred Beauchamp. As the estates 
of this very andent family had not increased 
in .value with the increasing expenses of ks 
magnificeilt establishment, its revenues were 
by no means equivalent to its splendour. 
Unhappily a contested dection for the 
county, followed by petitions to the t^gisla^ 
ture, and a long series of hw-^snils, inyolved 
the estate so much fiifther - in debt, that, 
when sir Alfred succeeded to the title, he- 
found himself in the most painful situation 
in which a man of honour and feeHng can 
be placed : he was called «ipon to support 
the dignity of an antient and noble family, 
represented in his person, almost without 
any pecuniary means. Sir Alfred, however, 
was endowed with great and good xjualides 
of mind. He soon formed a resolution^ 
which combined the promise of adding to. 
his fortune with the present retrenchment of 
expenditure. Confidmg to an old and faithful 
domestic at the Abbey, Adam Osboip, the 
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sacred charge of his lady and the two sons i 
have already named, he repaired with the 
spirit of old times to the camp of Frederic 
of Prussia, and under that great general 
sought for xincrease of wealth by the 
only means to which, in his opinion, a de« 
sc^ndant of.the Beauchamps could without . 
degradation Eubmit.* 

<( During his long absence lady Beaivi 
champ and her ipns constantly resided at 
^e.Abbey* The most rigid cec'onomy and 
frugality mtok^d the conduct of the good 
mother, who, fully qualified for the task^ 
supericftended the eduoltioii of her boys per- r 
sonaUy, anii with no other assistant than thd . 
curate of Darlington,; until the eldest wa^ 
about twelve years old, — when it pleased- 
the diisposer. of events to bereave them f5n . 
ever of their excellent mother. Never riiall 
I forget the different impressions which . this 
event produced upon the two boys*. Alfred, 
whose bosom was the seat of generous emo^ 
tions, strove like a little hero to conceal^the 
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tears of genuine sorrow^ that, 'spite of his 
efforts, graced his cheek ; while Everard*s 
art 'Was exerted to assume a mock sorrow, 
which he did not feei Alfred ft It that he 
had lost a friend-— a confidant—an instructor. 
-rr-Everard had never without reluctance sub- 
mitted to iQstructio& — ^never without anger 
yielded to restraint ;— and though thsf^ 
ftcazcily e\&\en ^ptom old^ I^; congratulated 
bitnsclf that hs: thaald nam be hi6 cnva iiu»> 
ier ; and, in ihe joy he fek at his ktfsngiaed 
freedoaa^ lMrst}oaio$teYen'li»9embbiiceof 
gfiet 

^ Thenemof Ids lady> death reitked liie 
toooetai Breskti the day altet a most im- 
pOTtast victory had scajterediatirels cm every 
feibwer of Frakric's fonoiie.^ Tbt ihare 
df gbry wkich this Etfgltsh waniof^had c^ 
tsdaed in that memorable battle was however 
most dearly purchased. He received a 
wonndy wfaicb, thongh not fatal at the mo. 
mcnt, was att^ed with such ctmsequeiices 
as precluded all * hopes of xecoyery. The 
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•melancholy tidings from Enghnd increaseti 
his Janga*, and seemei^ to hasten his 
dissolution. To a* brother o&&mr, aa 
•Irishman^ whom chance placed n^ar him,, 
he e£prt?ssed a father's, vddi to a^ his hoy 9. 
The nature of his WoUmis rodde^ it impos- 
sible that he hunsdf shouki trsLvel \ and it 
-appeared almost romandc that the chiidreii 
€bouM be sent ht Irom sudi k dirtJubce^el 
it voBbk^vAAi. r It a^etlitd ^^ if te cfiuUti 
iiot d«^ until he had bei^ki • hvi ofiipMig:. , 
Uttdtr thci, titfc of feith&d Ad^ Odtoi^ 
the two brotht^ Hatched thdr fikther^i qdw- 
ters, where the'y arritini bandy id tiMr to tn^ 
ceivehisbitssillg, and to behold kto^diei'* 

Lady Paulina. ** Unfortunate maAt Ami 
ho(w worthy,, Ifi hmnati estimafkm, of a hap- 
pier destiny i Bttttfaepootboys, dearladjr 
' RosetiUe, what must faaise been their &e]ing§ 
on such an occasion 1 ^' 

Lady Roseville. " Many^ a rime have I 
iistenod to old Adam's descripdon of the 
fij^ene ; — ^Alfred meked into tears — ^butEye* 
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ratd was unmoved ;«— Alfred was with diffi* 
culty d^ after day torn from his father's 
corpse*^but Everard in a few hours turned 
all his thoughts to the glittering tijosel of the 
warriors around him.. Delisted with . the 
dazzling scenery and lively bustle of the 
camp^ scarcely was his father laid in a fo^ 
le^gn grave, when he expressed to the officer 
be£3re alluded to his wish to i^e 2^ sol* 
dien In vain old Adaiq urged him to. re* 
turn,, in vain his brother supplicated.-r-*' He 
would not/' he said, ^^ go back to. England, 
to be sent to school or cdlege; he would re- 
main wiribt cai^ain Morrison.*' 

La^y SeUna. '^ And did he actvtally re« 
main ?** 

. Xady Rc^seville. " By sir Alfred's will the 
guardianshq) of hir sons was intrusted to my 
father, who was his neighbotu: — ^Darlingtoli 
Ifall standing at that time on the very spot 
Ivhere we are now walking* 

" CaptainMojnris(Mi wrote to myfethcTjand 
represented in such strong terms the then ex» 
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isting feelings of Everard, and the promi^dt 
patronage of the King.- of Prus^ hhnself . 
for faisiuture advantage, that with r$hict{uice^ 
he at length consented to hfe contin^^ce 
under the protection and tuition of the cap- 
tain. Alfred in the pean' tfee. iffetiimied. 
The long niinority before hini; ^d' ihe ad- 
vantages ahready reaped front frugality and 
retrenchment pi^psnising to restore! in a consi-> 
derable degree the antient splendour of his 
inheritance by the time he.wcjuld become of 
age, my father spared neitheir expense noif 
pains m suitably educating the young baronet 
for that rank ia society which he seeiiied de** 
stined to enjoy* 

. ** The male branches of theBeauchmtip &• 
mily were exdnct, except in the present line} 
and the onliy relation of thiese > two boys^ 
who survived their father, wa* a^ sister of 
their mothdr, who was settle! m Aiperica^ 
My father^« roof, therefore, becajpe tl^^hon;!^ 
of youhg Alfred; aad, under tlwefye^f 'the 
best of fathers^and nibthers^ he^ my t^o^h^ 
l5 
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and myself were educated. With xibaJt feel*' 
ingn of regret do I take a retrospect of diese 
di^!-^eakh — peace — joys ever present — 
smd hopes ever new, w^e mine £9r seven 
happy years of my existence P* 
* LadySeUna* "« This little histooy,. I see; 
dear mldam, leads you to a subject which I 
know always pains you/ ' 

Lady Roseville. ^^I will only slightly 
glance at the event alluded to. An attach* 
ment, founded on mutual este^m-^why 
should I not say tove ? — ^tpbk place between 
the noble Alfred and myself. We pU^ted 
to each other vows of inviolable £udi, and 
the prospect of our future uniozgi was con* 
t^mpbited with satisfacdoo and approbation 
by bdtb my parents. When Alfred was ra* 
ther more than twenty years old, an oppor* 
lunky prtsenred itse)f of his traveHmg in 
company tmth a tried and worthy friend of 
|m gmrdiaii. He embark^ for Holland, 
^irilli4feeiiite&tionx)f passing thvra^ France^ 
Mf^ atad SfaiQs meaning to letum about 
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Aat tifift brd years to Sogland, vh^ It Uradf 
aerated that our maniage^ dioutd taka 
place. 

^ Oh, how arentftl wm those tt;r0 years! 
ia die ftrst year, the death of a beloved mcK 
diar was. qvickly followed by die l^sa dF a 
soble4iearted, but ttfiibrtonate, nof to My 
indiscreet, brother. The n&xt sprixigtm»ght 
from Floted^e the dishful: tidmga ccsit^edf 
ia the 8tory of the t^»o bmihett, vAAek Udj 
Selioa reeofteeted ar the me&tios of Beau- 
champ Abbey. — ^I wa6 not awate ^l thai 
moment dutthe story was still remeiobeted 
ialtaly/^ 

Lady ^xiisx. ^I faoite heard it a^hwiii 
£ped times related by the countess, m^ 
aunt, vAi^ happened to be on a visit to thie 
marcbesa^deUa Mekd, ac the v^ry tiiM/' 

Lady RosenUb. ^^ 1 hai^ heard the- Stoitf 
totdirrith so many va^iatiois^, that it wotitd 
d^e xtte, lady f^uiina^ if you. could' recoil 
iect the exact particulars, and ixrould- i%peat 
^UBlft /IwoaM^ tiiw iaf isiys^If s^qjfhMr-* 
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. ^t Eveiird . Beaacbaiop ttoAred socfr ait 
eduicatkln, and imbibed such principles>.a& 
might naturally have been expected froni- 
his residwoe m wch a: camp^ His Ver^ iu- 
strUf tpj: aad guide,, captaia Mof riaon, was 
^ sample of all that is pre^igate axui licen* 
^ua; viih only thevirtiie of courage^ to 
balance almost every other vice which can 
de^deo humaoityi^ Fonmd aftex such a 
hkh)^ aCndia.aucb aschop), with a di^osi*- 
tion natiirally incHned nrlher to the feroci(3us 
t^an the gende, Evemild, at the age o£ 
^ghtpen^ wa9.as manly in appearance, aiidi 
as ^experienced in licentiousness, as any o£ 
the i9antf. advisiiisapera who. had brought 
to the camp of Fredetick specimens of aH 
4ihe vices of all the cs^itals of Europe* 

" Such an one was Evehird, when, pre- 
viously to the departuie of Alfred fieomEhg- 
laod, it was arranged tbait ihe broti^eiis diould 
have an. interview at the palace of the »ar* 
chesa Meli;i/' • 

Itady Paulina. ^^ It was there, lady Rose-^ 
4 
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'ville,.as I have before Served, that the. 
CDttnt^ss Behriderev my aunt, was on a' visit, 
when the handsome J^glishman, as Mr. 
Everard Beauchsmp vr^ styled^ ^ved with 
hi3 £^611^9 Qsaptaki Morrison, said th^e-yoing 
Rterquis Melziy th^ nearly of age./ How, 
the" marquis first becstme acquainted with 
'young Bisaudiafiipiy I nei^er understood; but: 
a similarity ci ms^ners, dispositions^ and 
pUvsui£3, appeared to unite ti^ triumidrate 
in the stjrictest bepd^ of association^ The 
mothar of t}^ young marquis was fond of 
her son to a weak and ridiculous extreme.. 
He was guilty of tbe:ni06t vicious excesses; 
yet, in her eyes, he was a paragon of virtue | 
and, theiugh the whole city of Florence rung 
with reprobation of his profligate conduoti 
the niarchioiiess cMild never bear to be toid 
thathersonhadafailing. EverardBeauchamp^ * 
MQrHSf)iE)9 and ti]ke imirquis ^^^ie thieMel* 
ilk palace merely their iKrcasbval reoftezypus 
for caning, or* sometimes suppip^ They 
i^ver sle^tt \^thin ita vallsi^ When thi&c% 
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ctunstanee waenoticadto (he cXd lady, sKar j 
wo^d re{)Iy in the-eomtnon-place way, chat 
young men would be yoiMg men ; and mie 
^oukl not put otd heads on fOMg shouldef^ 

^ When the diay for sv iUfred Beau- 
champ'^ arrival was fixed, diefie three friendly 
suddenly changed thenr course of actbn« My 
aunt happened accidentally to ovei^ear ibe 
reason for this from captam Morfkon. 

^^^ The old quia that acGoaipaaute dye idr« 
toous elder brother of youxa,^ aaid be to 
Kverard, ^ woiM amoke u^ k an mstant,. 
and would be hurrying the grown baby away 
.from Q6 in a nwment, lest we ^ould corrupt 
Ik sttntship ; and our worl^ my dear boy, 
tsin*i be done iii a tnmute, you know, eh^ 
KWzi, can it ? So, swely, my boys, it*^ 
worth while to be cautioiis, if we mea& ta 
succeed.* 

**' Who doubts sttcceds?* cri^£i!«rard^ 
*rd strike the bkiw myself, if needful^ 
ftiian. This arm has not sent so many poor 
^tils to the shades, who Mvet iot^Eured mt^ 
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to i^xnnk al last firom the man who stands 
between me and a princely forttine ; foir I 
find guardee has taursed it to some purpose** 

^ Aloud lau^succeededtb]shorndq)eecfay 
and enabled my aunt to retreat imobserved 
from an accidents^ concealment. 

^ Cc^vinced dnt it would be marely waste 
of tijne to suggest her fears to the marchesa^ 
^e determined to keep a strict watdrherself 
upon the actions of the. hio^and to warn the 
baronet of his danger^if drcumstances dbouid 
induce her to believe it necessary. 

^^ Sir Alfred Beauchamp arrived, with his 
voierabie friend Mr. Montagu.**^ « 

Lady Rosevilie. ^ One of the worAiesC 
beings that ever wore &e form of man. He 
was the Memor of sir Alfred^ as he haA been 
my Other's. He wb idolized in our ham 
ly; and it was from respect to his memory 
y(»x mud know, that I named the un£bd:unate 
shipwrecked in&nt-^Edward MoKtagu.;' 

LadyPanlina* ^ The first few' daejin afta 
their aarrKioral passed withbitt any inci&ntt^ 
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sorengtbeded the apptdiension of my aifnt ; 
md she hegs^ to cherish a hope that she had 
mistaken the purport of theTdklogue she had 
overheard, when her suspicions were too fe- 
tidly confirmed. . 

** One evening it was pdposed bjrEverard 
Beauchamp, and agreed toby the other two 
gentlemen, that they ^ould visit the openr* 
My aunt, attesMkd only by her maid, foU 
lowed them, to observe their motions* Dix^ 
ring the perfbrmamce the party separated; sir 
Alfred and Mr. Montagu were left alone> 
Everard, Morrison, and the marquis Melzi 
entered the box of a beautiful stranger, theqr 
htely arrived at Florence from Naples, who 
passed for a person of quality, arid who; 
thoi^b extremely yoimg, had established a 
reputatkm for extraordinary powers of mind 
perverted to the worst txf purposes. Myf 
auHt remarked with horror the ^si^ficant 
gestures and repeated pointing to the baro-^ 
net, which took place in signoraBelloni's. 
box. She hesitated ia her determination^ 
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whether to ^o iiiimediately and reveal her 
fears to the baronet,, or to continue her at- 
tentions upon the party she suspected; Whil6 . 
she doubtai^ the signcxra and her two friends 
left their boar, and in a fein^ minutes entiered 
that where sir Alfred said hk friend were 
listemng to the opera^ In a few nunutes 
more they all disappeared together, though 
the opera bad scarcely begun; My aunt 
hurried home ore^whelmed witii apprehen- 
sion. Her fears were increased, when she ' 
Vas informed that the count'$ servants had 
r^med for flambeaux and fire-annsy as the 
]3arty had gone to sup at a villa bekbging t6 
signora.Bdloniy a few miles from-Floreiicei 
" Midnight arrived, and the marchesa Bet 
* videre was retiring to. her chamber with a 
fordxKiing heart, when a general confusion 
throughout the palace soon prodaimed the 
fatal tidings, that the party had been attacked 
id a wood by banditti; that the marquis, Mori- 
Tison^and Everafrd Beauchamp had escaped 
witt\ setexsa wounds, but that the t^arc^iet . 
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nad his friend, it was feared^ faadfalieiia 
sacrifice to the savage crudty of the assas^ 
^Ins. Immediate search was made by the 
^officei^ of justice, aod the mangkd remains 
pf the two unfortanabe Englishmen stripped 
and'disiijtured with ghastly womids, were 
discovered in a foss^ where the m[tirdera:s 
had thrown them/' 

: Lady RoaeviUtf. '< Oh^ hanihte! horm 
hk! Neva wiB ddb fiortbe heated of th* 
4^p wound which it reoaTcd, wheathe 
horrid tidiiigs reached us hdreV^«4or can I 
wkb the greitest stretch of charity vaspk 
the btathte of my cver^lameotird Alfred of 
Hte guiJt of being at least accessaey to the 
l>arbarotts murdisr/' 

LadySelina. ** The wounds of him and 
hiti hardened companion m^t possibly have 
been self-inflicted/' . 

Lady. Paulina. "It was so>wphiq)ered at 
the time. At least they soon were healed j 
smd, to the surprise of every one, no further 
iliquiry into the affair was ever made by the 
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surviving Beauchamp; who, assuming the 
title of his brother, as I suppose you well 
know, very shortly after the interment of 
sir Alfred, pttUicly eqxtused signora BeU 
lonL'V 

. Lady Roseville. ^ Too well i know each 
circumstance that followed— But for the 
present we will waive the subject — ^I'he'gen- 
Uemen approach-^Lord Rbseviiie is entitled 
Co my bfest affisctbns as a husband and a h* 
tb»^ and I would cm ao account give htm 
cause to thdnk he htt a widowed heart m 

; Lady SeUna. ^ Ah, dear lady RdseviUe, 
IMrmuch do we all owe to your nbhie ex- 
ample ! Three^nths in two short yeair^-*^ 
Amother^ abro(her^<-^d a betrodied lover! 
How many of our weak seXy even with the 
best of hearts, would have sunk beneath the 
weight of such accumulated m]8ery--^vhile 
3tou- — -'• 

Lady Roseville. <« Oh, not on me~iiot 
janipe^ my iove, bestow this pmse« Ifmj^ 



itized by Google 



236 A WINTER 

poor heart has been enabled to endure, with 
some degree of christian fortitadej those ar^ 
rows of affliction, which the hand of time 
itself icannot extract, theirs be the merir, 
who in earliest in£uicy instilled into my mind 
diosesacred truths, which teachmankind just* 
)y to appreciate all temporal good and evil ^ 
which, raising the soul aborethe gtsDvelling- 
impulsea^ofself, l^d it, smd sustaia it,, ina^ 
course o£ duties worthy of itscelestial nstturet 
But for this conticti<») all the glories of crea.* . 
tioa would have &ded to my^ sight when Al» 
fredBeauchamp died. Twa^ then a £aih€^'9 
voice recalled me. to a recoUectaon of .what I 
owedtofaiin'*^ 80ciety--»-to God. 'Twasthen, 
too, Aat I saw the ravages whiciv jadversity 
bad inflicted on the bes^ofmen-r-^auid by slow 
degrees I wrung from his^afflicted heartthe 
secret of bis irrepacablef ruin^ tbeisad conse* 
qiience of an only san^s^impradence. Roud* 
ed by a sense of my dear father^s anguish, I 
liv04 sigain for ills sake. To allevkite his 
aufieiings — to abate his griefs^^to taoqniU 
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Kze his heart's despair, became Aew motives 
for cKistence. Soon I saw how much of 
sm:h a task depended on the sacrifice of 
ereiy seUish feeUng* I saw a path tb which 
filial duty pointed, and filial afl^tion led — 
I married Mr. Dickens/' 
« Lady Paulma. ^^^ Admirable Lady Rose- 
viller ' . 

• Lady Seliha. i' Ah, Paulina! where shall 
we find e^oiuse, if, under such a monitress, 

we -** 

, Lady Roseville. *' Hush, dear ladies — I 
cannot listen to such immerited encomiums: 
and,'See, we are observed." 

Doctor Hoare (joining them). "Sa, ma- 
dam, this Mr. Montagu is :to belhe universal 
theme at Roseville Gastle." 

Lady Roseville. f'HpW'SO, sir?'' 
Dr. H. ** Nay-^y6u recollect his exhibi- 
tion of {^aiatings'ia the.salocm, and his Hte- 
rary faihe'in. the library^-^-Well, madam*-«-< 
The earl was admiring'aome classical versus, 
placed under « head: of .^Cicero, m the itiyr- 
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Ue^walk, in wUch ^ very neat comfl&aieal 
to the Roseville famity is introduced ; when, 
turning to Mr. Norths ^ We are obliged to 
yoir for thb, sir^" sadd his lordship.— ^^ No^ 
my lord^*" says the parson.; ^^die tho\^ht 
and the poetry are both Mr. Montaga's.*' 

Lady Paulina; ^* I am impatient to be- 
hold this prodigy.'* 

Dr. H. ^^Botthat is not ^U iiSes. Pass* 
ing the tennis^ottrt^ ve looked in^ to $ee^» 
painting by Dubois. On the floor lay somer 
fc»ls. Lord Barton took one in his hind, 
and, flourishing it, displayed consideraUe' 
elegance of attitude ; at the same ihne ex* 
claiming—** Pray, who fences here ? I ob- * 
serve the fisits have been med.'* — ** I have> 
taught Mr. Montsigu/' said the Frenchman,: 
*^ but his agtUty and Ikill are novr too much 
for his master*^— ** Montagu fence P* ex- 
claimed bid Barton ; '* I think he at least- 
ndgfat have been more usefully enq[>byeil.'' 

^ Mow, diere's envy in that sneer, my 
good taDdtfaar„'' eai^Aeifear lady Emiiy in^^ 
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and do you kiiowy madam, I could have, 
kiased her for such a timely rdiuke of my 
firieod.** 

LadyR« ^ftisnottheiirstproof ofyour* 
good heart and sound judgnrnt I have had 
the pleasure of observing, Dr« Hoare/' 

Sy this tone . they had arrived at the 
hoose^ which they entered through the mu^ 
sickroom, where the earl and his party were 
ahcady assembled. Seveml instruments were 
oat of tiheir place, and some s(»iatas of 
Haydn were lying open. 

*^Ptoy,*' said lord Barton, addres^g^ 
himself with a sneer to Dubois, ** does not 
ihjs rustic pm^gy dng, dance, and play, 
as wonder&iUy as Ke fences^ paints, and 
poetiases?^' 

**Ttieagttor, myl«rd," fcpfied Dubois, 
^ has taken great pains to improve the taste 
which mon^eur Montagu displays on the 
vfokmoelk^; wd the yoimg gentfemsm, 1 
assure you, does honour to the s^nor. I 
cannorjiqr is^u^h Ibi his d^nckigt, theugfr I 
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have bestowed great pains ; — and, as to. his 
singing, it is but la la. His voice is ^ood 
too ; but he likes better to exercise it in the 
orations of Cicero, the ^eeche^ of Hamkt, 
Macbeth, Cato, and such kind of things, 
than in vocal music." 

. " Upon my .word,'V said the earl to his 
son, " I cannot help saying this is all very" 
ridiculous. You surely estimate my com- 
pany at somewhat too cheap a rate, to pBr-* 
sue this trifling. What is your subject ? — A^ 
foundling, whom, thrown in our way, wrf 
undertook to save from perishing. I declare 
to you. Doctor," turning to Dr. Hoate, "I 
declare that, in tl^e multifarious concemn 
wluch press upon niy attention, I had s^o- 
lutely lost all recollection of the exist^ehce 
of such a person, tilUady Rosevifle recalted 
him to my memory within, this hour. *• Add- 
now this brat, whom, nineteen y^urs: ago, I 
saved from the workhouse, starts }xp in eviry 
comer of my^man^on, claiming honours, 
andi^Uan^i^ing.taleutsy jis^ he vene th^^ 
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h^r^{ipareatiom7&leaadf«rtlite»' How 
it has all happened, is aa e&igma^ the solur- 
tkxi of which I diiall not coadescpnd to 
^udy^*^f it please lady Hoieviile to ex- 
plain—'' 

Meekness t&d diin^yiy were naturally la- 
dy Rose¥ille^8{ wUle habit and lespect 
rtondnned to impress still tnore Btrongly 
iipbsi bear feelings httCEiility towards her lord» 
and a painful sense of his displea$ure. She 
bkushedi^ ^he trembledt .and Wfts isilwt* 

Mr. North, who possessed both discrimi- 
nation and feelings saw at a glance the 
hearts of the earl and his lady; and^ hy 
the dextrous use of an artifice which hUp 
inanity prgmpted, at once healed the tiyound- 
e4 sensibility of the cQimtess, and ipraulied 
the pride of the eark 

"It is I, my lord," said he^. *' am to 
blame; and, however painful the weight of 
your lordship's displeasure mi^t jM'ove, t 
will not presume to question its justicei if 

VOL, !• . M 
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yohi lof^ship fqiels the ple^ I shall take 
theiibe#ty of' urging in my xkfence." 
< Lady Rosevilie and the whole party fixed 
th^r Attentum iipon the speaker. ' He con- 
tinued— . 

' "'Upon' my arrival here; my lord, I 
foupdi this 'extraordinary yquth^ who owes 
every things he poBsesses to your bounty, 
blessed with such natural powers as fall to 
the lot of few ; and with a di^>osition in 
which I could discover nothing to wish al- 
, t^ed, unless it were a fondness for solitude, 
and the indulgence of romantic fancies. I 
attributied this tincture of mind in a great 
.4egree to his peculiar destiny, to his retired 
and iftActiVemode of life, under a roof where 
only f^niiales dwelt, and in a neighbour- 
hood which furnished him with no coQgenial 
afescJcijait^s. There was an ingenuous display 
of talent* as well as virtue in the boy,. that, 
liuiependdnt'ly' , of my knowledge of his 
story, interested me exceedingly j a^d, flat- 
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taring myself that 1 should bepeifofiiimgat 
the same time no Unacceptable duty to my 
honoured patrons, I officiously obtruded 
myseif into his society, and isutceed^d in 
gaining his cofifidence and respect. I soon 
discovered that Edward Montagu had form<?d 
^n accidental acquaintance with one, whose 
prejudices were calculated to produce in 
•his inexperienced niind impressions deroga- 
tory of your lordship's chara<iter and digni- 
•<y. The old domestic of Beauchamp Ab- 
bey, Adam Osbom, had won the heart of 
the young lover of romance ; and, when I 
became first known to him, had almost in- 
niokicated him with a silly, yet enthusiastic^ 
Veneration of old times, old. families, ^Id 
castles^ ^d old ^lies of every description* 
Toitmmtely, the weakh, the taste, and mag- 
jiificence di^Iayed in this mansion of your 
lordships furnished a most apt and admi> 
Tible antidote to this disease of niind > and I, 
x)wn I did not? hesitate toadnrinistd- the be- 
nefit of its u^e to youag Montagu* I it was. 

M 2 
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my lord, ^fao brobght him to tfak manaon, 
and have joined with dgnor. Palmoretd and 
monsteUr Dubois in imparting to bim those 
lessons which I now perceive, for the first 
time, it was not your lordship's intentbn he 
should receive.** 

" You have laboured to prove, Mr, North, 
what I ^ould never have doubted-^diat 
your motives are good^ I confess, I im- 
puted to lady Rosevilie hare, whose kindness 
of heart, we all know, outstrips the judg- 
ment of her head, the good-natured folly 
of m'anu£au:turing that grotesque animal in 
society— * an accomidished pauper.* And 
I am sorry, for the young man's sake, that 
^he mistake I have trade is not in tlie article 
itself, but simply in die manuiactm-qr*'* 

** I cannot join in your kuxiship*^ pity,** 
said Dr. Hoare, *' 'tis misplaced. In my 
mind, Mr. North has rendered society a 
service. — ^We have too few geniuses at the 
present day, to spare one for the cobler^s last 
or the plough-shave ;<-^hough, thank Cod, 
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we have taken a Bbomfield from one, and! 
a Bum$ from the other !— »arid I cannot help 
sa.ying,. that I think }!t would confer more 
fasting honour on the name of Roseviile, to 
rescue one such youth of talent from ob- 
scurity, than to build a church or found an 
hospital, and I know the family is rich 
enough for either.'^ 

The frown on the brow of the earl at the 
commencement of this speech was changed 
to a half smile at the sequel. 

^ GbrnpUmecvt and contradiction in d 
breathy eh. Doctor f^ ' said he. " Well,— 
we*ll see this genius, as you style him, before 
we Jeave Ro^eville; and, as circumstances 
have thrown him upon us, we will not de« 
sert him if we find he merits our favour. 
Enough of our time, however, Jus been be- 
stowed upon the subject ; and I must re- 
quest that we take leave of this romance for 
the present. I am by no means displeased 
with your conduct, Mr. North ; I only re- 
gret that important engagements have hither- 
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to so much occupied my attention, that I 
have suffered the young man to remain so 
long in such an idle state of Ufe. Some 
employment must be thought of for- him; 
but at present a thousand other things caU 
for our attention.'* - . 

The conversation ended here, and tha 
party separated. Lady Rpseville blesse4. 
Mr. North fof his timely interf5erence — 
Lord Barton whistled — Dr. Hoare expres8e4 
a' wish to see " the ejjiraordmary young 
Biaa"' — the Indies Paulina, Selina,, and 
Emily Roseville, all muted in the same 
wish. Even when they retu-ed, the story of 
the foundling of the ocean did not 'cezm 
to occupy their meditationa. 
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CHAPTER X. • ' 

AN ACCIDENT. , . . 

The J>arty at RoseviHe Paric was ciugi 
mented the following day by the arrival of 
the duke 'of Delaware, and his son « the 
tiiarqaii} of Arberry, between >wfabm aiii 
lady ^xnily Rosevil)^ a matrimonial treaty 
was nearly brought to a condusion by the 
heads c^ both their houses/ 
' The marquis of Arberry was in his thir*. 
tieth ye^', and possessed, mdepehdently<5f 
his father, a considerable fortune bequeath- 
, ed to him by a maternal uocle/ He was in^ 
debted to nature for a happy disposition and 
t handsome person ; and by his fascinating 
manners he render^ -himself the uni- 
versal favourite among a very large circlfe 
4^{ the fashionable world, d which ^ Ke 
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might almost be said to be the emperor. — 
His ample revenues, the elegance of his 
taste, and his unceasing studies after new 
methods to amuse md delight, occasioned 
him to be regarded as a model of maimers 
among the very first ranfcg'of society; and 
he had obtained th^ reputad<m. of being the 
first gesytlentan in the kingdom^ 

llie intknacy betw^eaa^. the d^ke oi Pe- 
hw^w and lord Rosj^itte: toclk jime ^ 
Madridj and th^ fovmer^ who atijived ki 
Jteg]p«4 sorot^flooiitha pteviotttf ta the k^ 
ter, immediately, proposed to ^ «oa Ae 
iacvad«re Pittance. It $o happeaed that the 
mai^cyiis ^ jmit Aexk htckefioS a» attadl- 
Blent to a ^tttUess mistress; and had, 
.ivith a mixed feeting ef resentmem and re- 
mc»*se, actwUy begim to tiimk oi marriage. 
There opcmrred only one ob}ecti0n. to lady 
JSmily,. whom he had neveir seen, and that 
wac^ the origin of her paternal grand&ther. 
A^ain^K thb unfortunate blemish m th«t 
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4ssc\aAem of thela^yV the noUKty of hst 
Aotber w^ td be b^lainred; smd tbe preritot 
jnii>k and fortBne of her father, added tb'bSs 
^eat, mkiisterial influence^ it wng pitdently 
!f»U^S^ by^tli^ d)4^e, who was not opulent, 
were more iliaii 8u^ie»t to obJkemie ' the 
fiieinoFy of the founder of thenf wealth. 
The object of the present vieit was to take 
a preliminary survi^ of the offered bride, 
j^d to digest the aartides of this family al- 
lia&cet 

A .8%ht acqiiaixitance with lady Emily 
waa fiuiScieiit ta impress the marquis with a 
qtuintum sufficit of respectful regard £Dr a 
iii9oderh husband in high life } that is to say, 
Jke could discoTer nothing in her person^ 
mi^d, or manners, so c&gusting as to raider 
k impossible to sit with her in the same car- 
riage occasionally, and now and then to 
spend a few hours with her imder one roof. 
V Lady Emily onherpart had no atbchmem 
.^ the hfisrt; she knew not love as a passion; 
and the ve&era^n and. affecdon she frit 
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for. her parents, induced her nti^VtAtly t6 
follow their counsels, which she regarded a^ 
infallible, and to study their plea^i^e^ which 
washerc^ief €k)iirce6f happmess. Shereceived 
therefpre the marquis ad her destine lord, 
and he regarded her as his bride elect. 

It was after^ a few days* ^nsultatk>ii 
agreed that the ensuing winter should be 
devoted to the initiation of lady Emily 
among the votaries of lashion, and her it^ 
troduction to the fashionable world : and 
that on the Krdi^ay, which .doses the 
fashionable winter, she should be presented 
as marchioness of- Arbeiry, 

The few weeks which were W be^assisd 
previously to their entering the; niecmpoli^ 
were to be divided between Roeeville PAik 
and Delaware Hali, in Derbyshire ; and 
with a view of exorcising the daemons of 
ennui from the lakes andlawns, and hilfe 
and dales, where an inhabitant of -the 
fashionable world is in .such constant (^ead 
6f eacoumerbg 'th«in» several ^priests (tf 
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pfeasiAre were invited to mingle mtblkenQf * 
ctety at both diese places. ,i ^iz. 

While .8udi was' the state /of ;aifiair4. tf 
Jloseville Park^ this miiid of .Edward Mmv 
^gu imderwiem the aev^fist &i»is^' CH^4$^ 
.continued very ill.— rThiscircui»«taJW^;di' 
stressed hint. But bis he«rt W39 torUlt')^ 
;begrond deacripticm by^the eontiniiiad a]p(9^2i«e 
and silence pf the niy8teiWi*a«tfang$r, Mrhfr 
bad called .him^tf hi$, fethen—What.was 
be ^thiok? Attime9hewasj[lai^st.;ready 
loexckdbnt with Hanakt — " The things wh^fih 
I have seen may be the devil! What purr 
pose can it answer," he would inquire,. ^^ to 
any Jtiuman: bemg to take siich paii^s merely - 
to tprment? ' Why did be appear to me. at 
all) if he came only to raise within my bo^- 
som high'SW^Ukig hopes of. e0»ucipfitiQA 
from: the humble, the distressing obsCufity 
and dependence of my present stat^i^ which 
are never to be realised ?" i 

There was another source of painful dis- 
'aj$oincaient«*^The inceisaivc occupati^a of . 
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hxit ^xm bf ftecesMtiy ittientkms to hat 
guests, and other ifiipmtaiic arocatiofis, had 
Mtherfo prevented even lady Rosenlle from 
tidiimgdt or sending fo Ae cottage. Huaap* 
fisieiitfiegtoct added mordfication to drap- 
^ifiCifttmt, and imghed down the ^i&b c^ 
'£d«?^ to a state bf absolute deqxmdencf, 
^hkh setiouily alaimed Mrs. Enfield and 
Eika f<ur Me; health and intdHects. 

66me days after the arrival of the hssSij 
It the P^k had elapsed, when Ediratd, 
^us muskig to madness on his £ite, lay 
recfinied on the borders of the lake, at a 
short distance from the cottage. It was 
noon I Ms eyes rested ron the reflected 
image of the sun, and* vacantly watched 
the cl6\jtd8 as they appeared to m\ across the 
golden orb. Suddenly a shriek, loud as^ 
eontbued, thrilled in his ears — be started 
'up, and with tent>r and surprise saw a 
phaeton, in which sat a lady, rapidly and ir- 
resistibly drawn by two -horses towards 
the lak^' ^ la ^am he threw hims^ b^oore 
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the insddtfiied animals?-*iii vak he called to 
the ladj to leap from her dangefwi^ seat. In 
another moment, horses and carriage were 
{rfongsd into iIib lake. 

. Orheditidc» of itherhidy, andlbea^^f 
Edward, brought 4>tit seirers^ klhab^ts of 
Am lilbge, besides Mrs. Enfietd ai^ E&zdV 
-wlx> Ytacfaed the spot just hi time td see the 
generous Edward rush into the ii^at^. He 
-succeeded in resddkig the lad^r^ ah^ 4>ore 
her in his arms to land. By this thne sD^gen- 
tleman, \rfio proved to be the lDaa^q4iIj of 
Arberry, anired, iviA one serrant ; • antt- 
preseDtly after came a large party, cm hors^ 
and in carriages, at full speeds . - 

It was lady Emily Rosevil^'M^tom Edward 
at the hazard of his own i^ had tHus nobly 
snatched from- deaths She was conveyed 
to all appearance dead into the cottage of 
Mrs« Enfield, where^ by the af^cation of 
proper i^ieans, she was restored to some de- 
gree of sendbSity jo$t as the earl and count* 
•esSji her parents, entered die apartment. 
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:*' Oh, tvherjB is my j^biGd^^-HRrfaem, where^ 
k my dearest Enulyi'' exdaimed the 
eoiintesst. 

" My mother !— my xAatbsrV^ ftdd ihe 
iha}f-i:eooteM: Eiwlyv'thnowftigt-her arms 
\r6\mdkfnW^chirwA hiding her: &c6 in her 
.fepWW:' V:Oh, my dearihdthfer, Jiihr safe 
— ^I dm 8afeh*-4»itf vhere ;je ihy br^e pre- 
server J Seek him, tny inonoiired fatheF, 
seek ;him>-tod reward >him ibrldie life of 
yoiirpoor KWily*** . . . ; 

f.*.R^wiird him?* criedtheeerf^ inr^ose 
breast, howeves? cold in gdnm^^ nature thohir 
kindled the flame oi gratitudet— '^ neward 
him? — ^Impoa^^ble! ' Who, i» hftj-^whene 
16 h^^Vrl^ me knovr him T-^Iet' me kneel 
^and cbai^ liiin ft>)r a daughter' ^ life 1"^ 

Mrs.' Enfi^Id^ her heart* almost h^rstua^ 
with joy and' triumph, s&ad> , •* 

" O, nay Ipltl, he is ^rewtofdfed^— he is 
jBApre than rewarded, by such a recovery as 
.this^'. Q( aU the beings in thevi^orld, none 
cou)d have felt the gratification which: lam 
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^gu ha6iiot.(mIy^3&ved'a.huai9alK^iag tp tfi^ 
Wttrld*r*<»he haid rbst0redac4a^hter tQ ^^ 

v'\f<EdwaislMoataigu['* etho^Jb^dy Root)* 
viile and the ladies Fatdttti . sKiid SeUi»$^ 
wfiite eachfsuraeyod the, coutiteQmce efthe 
other: lUdi ail: eipn^ii ito: si^etHQti .t0 
ia^o'«;8urtl^ emrj iaklei.tp pmrnMam^ 
iiG^Ktedibf Edward. ]M(piUagii4!' I4dy 
Entfly «ta9 sikhttshehdd A9W^ her h^ad^ 
and, with her.amas.folded ^croa^ her bo^m^ 
trlu^ered a fervent 'prayev. taij^^iiea i^ 
IdfeSMiigs bnrihfar preatrveri. . •{.;, 

The earl quitted tW rOQm^ in 0ear^ of 
Edward : he found likn still in; his. wet 
clothfes, sumxundedby %he wh^le party from 
Roseville Park^ .who w»r< >ovei^d{Ding 
liim 'widi *pihisesv : > ; , 

Pridd>^id pot yield her viciiusfi wiHiQut :a 
struggle; .bat «the father 4t l^gth: taFiumphf- 
cd over the peer. " Mr. Montagu^*' sai^ 
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^e" eail, breaking ia u^fttkemy ^^ Mf • Mon- 
. tagu, we meet, for th^e first timev uaier ^wry 
€bgu!ar cirtvnmtancos and isipcessbM.*' 

it render the orphan dT your boutity^ tiljtibcr 
4ay of his^d^l^^thatfHettwii'lm^ 
ilie instithbent ofavert^oo grm a oiAat&iry 
lioai hi&JMidElctDrr' 

'<' Shr, alt obligatioiiito me is can^^Ked 
&o«i tbt$ hlotti^/! isgoin^ the etrhi-ry^^J 

^ill at leaist ^ttd^esybufe t9 Qd j:ii€tite;tft. y<iur 
Adble qus^es^ whicK caiq[lit ctxtmnly to 
hdve been better knovrn to^me before thi$ 
^>6cacnoiiba() tbsu;^ themvu]9on; my notite* 
If, however, I haiM hmt dbw. ia die ac'- 
kn6Wle<%ment of y^tfUr merit^ I ^tter ihy-^ 
6etf that t have the aoieaiuhof atoning for my 
lnjustice.«^Acce{>ty then^ niy ha&d^ in tokea 
bf the tbanks'of my heavr.". 

A tear was the only reply A^t :Eiwmd^ 
Ihus ovcft]|^oi«re/ed witb'n^^ 
seension ah4 kmdness, «ouId : mbke t9 liius 
benefactw. . 
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One of the carriages be!iig|)rq>atfed for 
lady Emily, the party turn Eetmned to tbe 
Pajrk^ ^UiAer Edward was re^piestedto fol- 
low thein^ as soon as he had thrown o£? the 
dripping symbohi of fak CMrsf^ 2ind h»p 
ntamty* 

The effects of her acrideiitt diaugb of im 
;da»ge<ou8 cojmplexiofi^ coftfifi^ I^y SAiily 
io her dumber for thereat a£ Aeday ;. wd 
At femade part of the compaoiy wier^ h/tt 
yohtttary pri^nera. 

Edward was thus k& emirelf t^ the 
scrutiny and observation of the gentlemsii. 
Lord Rosievitti studasd fE>r o^^oriimities of 
.emens his UnAiesa t he-wefwMieed hip 
new fofoorite vnA esqwre^aiem of . gra^ 
tude vid adfliiraticm; he seemed absDn 
iutely delighted with a new object on which 
40 display hk oaitentadonj and, besides eofo- 
{^nnenting Edward on his talents, declared 
that has want of fortune should be no c^ 
atacle to his suooess in the army^ at the 
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t)ar,' oritt the church, — tbe choice of wBich 
he yielded iirireserredly to himself* 

Kothiffg <x>u]d exc^d the illibtoa} spleen 
€f ' torti' Baitbii at this unexpected kiiidness 
^(I»8 feth^r tc^ards the fdundling ; whiles 
on the other hand, the marquis of Arb^rry; 
whose misfortune it was to have beeii the 
author of the accident, by first carelessfy 
dropping the i^eins, and t^a leaping front 
tb^ pha^toxi to recover tHeni,SMtemed ta feel^ 
equally with the earl himself, the vathie of 
the noBle^ct which Edward had per- 
formed/ . , 
' To the ^rtt of polkeftefiS, therefore, whict 
always shine eor^picuously m the tnairqiais^ 
wci^' no^ 'i^dperadded airi ardent dMre ^ 
showing his gratitude to the preterviei? of* hi& 
destined biide ; and Edward found in him 
an e^celtem antidotefor the sttp^cilioiis eon^ 
ceit of lot^ BartonI That prdFound kam- 
ing' and that knowledge of irtamkind, for 
which I>r. Hoara was. wnversally adnnred^ 
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were; at the same time, suc<ressfttliy toertei 
with a generdus design of affording the neW 
favourite an opportunity of displaying ta-^ 
Icnis *^th which he conceived it would hi 
fiar his interest that lord-RoseviUe and the 
mso^qois should be acquaint^. ^ , 

It w:a$ thus that, when he had almost re^ 
tinquished every hope of being noticed by 
iugpfiatron, ^Edward ivas :8i]Kid«ily elevated 
frouithe scale in whith h^ Bad hitherto 
Uvtfdy inta the Splendid sph^ere of higlv rank 
and £i6hion :— ^for the earl intimatefd his re- 
jM^udon that b^ should,' frdm that houri 
eoiu^r him an inmate al his own family, 
jXtaS he should finalfy {^ef hini in sotiie 
situation worthy of his tofciits^ and equal to 
his merits, ^ • 

On the following day lady Emily wais so 
much recovered that she detennined to meet 
the family at dinner. She had already been 
informed of the conduct of lord Roseville 
towards her preserver, «nd was consequent- 
ly aware that he now made one of the party 
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U the Park. Sb« hz,d listened with mtorest 
to the exaggerated d^r%>tioa which both 
Selina and Faulma gave of his p^rsoa^ the 
gne expatiat^^ u|K)fik the expressi^i an^ 
beauty of his cQU9teQane^> and the other 
declaiming up^a the ekgiMt synMnetiry and 
loanly grace c^ hm %i»e» 9» surpasdng 
every thing ^iihkh (h^ bail it»ag^9^ of a 
fnort^; Had My £mily. now for ih^ fmt 
time benrd ^e iiaiHb^ of £dwiKni Mont^pi> 
the ei)thuBi»^tic pft^gyHiCd wbicb dirse b»K 
U^laflf^beiib^ed upm {^iio^^ere-wilciaiK 
tohsni^e^exptied }n jso'di^ ^<irio9l€y ift ^ % 
c^Wer l^ewt./ But; wh&ut; she. <:oftfttfii6| 
m^h th»ti^\ifie th^i]Mexf4l. M^ct^: Ua 9tMy 
grst. in)9i);«Gedi i^fim \»t, ioiimiik m^ff^if^ 
tiouy and the admiration . \i hich she ia cchb* 
mop. with all the p^y fdkat the di^by^ of 
his wQBderful takat& on the day of thek 
arrival at Ro^viil^ Fark^ where, ai>o¥e all,, 
she fecQgnjsed ia him the heneyolm bfing 
whohadhass^d^ hi9^o.w9Mfe&>r herpreserva^ 
tioni when such a combinatigsi oi i^e^a^d 
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4e2isation& rushed upon her mind, her desire 
to behold the extraordinary object which had 
occasioni^ them became vehement, almost 
to dises^. To prevent the awkwardness 
v^<;h wbnld attend their meeting for the 
first time at thedkiner-table, it was arranged 
that lord Roseville ebould detain Edward in 
the library, where the countess should con- 
duct lady Emily. 

It was now the moment, when, leatiing 

upon the arm of her mother, she descended 

, to th^ library. Whether it were acddent or 

design, it so Jiappened ifiat never before dui 

iady Emily in dress or person appear so 

lovely^ Hercomptecion ever fair was now ren> 

ds'edsdll more beautiful by the agitation of 

her mindy which suSused the delicate white>> 

ness of her tratospai^ent skin with the rich 

redness of a new*bom rose. Her ' dress 

was elegantly simple: her head was un« 

adonied : a white robe ft>ated loosely round 

her i and, as she moved, an unaffected jno- 
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deaty ^nd a graceful inaocence accomj^^ed 
her steps. - 

Lord Roseville ha4 started to Ecbxrard thfe 
subject of the "war with Spab^ and the pro-* 
]>dhle seizure of the Plata ships; which gave 
the latter aii opportunity of displaymg to .hi^ 
patron a knowledge c^f the law, of nations 
which astonished him. 

Edward was in the act of pointii^. but to 
his lordship a doubtiul passage in Grotiits, 
when the dpors of thi^ 4ibrasry:were thrown 
open,' and lady ..E^niily, ^vippcwrted by the 
f:ou]ate?s, entered and. curtsied. The book 
fell from the bai^d of? Edw<U'd> his feet were 
fixed tp the floor, -hip eyes. on the lovdy ob* 
ject that enchanted ijiiji j whfle to her he ap* 
pear^d f^r mgre.gi^ccfiil^ handis<Mn6, and in- 
telligent, thw the most exaggerated descrip*' 
tion had induced, h^- to;iaaagine. i • 

"Mr, Mo^t^gjj,". €md: $he earl, ** lady 
family Roseyille^ my. daughter^ and Ae 
coum^s^, ;h|^r npth^r, copje to offer, you 
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tTieir grateful iackndwiedgm^ts Tor an .ad 
of heroism and humanity, which, M^hiie it 
reflects upon you the highest honour, imposes . 
upon every membi^ of this £aimily the imost 
lasting^ obligation/' 

La<|y Emily now approached, and In- a 
tremulous tone of voice j scarcely, audible^ * 
expressed her gratitude to Edward. With 
rather more fa-mness, but with no less emo-' 
tion, he replied, ** that he should for evet 
consider that day the 'happiest aiiilrhost gte^ 
rious of his life, which blessed him with the 
opportunity of being feerviceatole to so valu- 
able a member of a family to whom he wag 
indebted, for every thing he possessed/' 

Ere the countess could d^lif ^- the^ thanks . 
which hovered 6n Iter lips, the library d<Jor 
again opened, ani the duke of Delaware and 
his son appeared.' 

" Do we intrude, my lord?" said the 

duke. . ' ' . ^ . V , 

. '* By no raeaHSj*' said -the eari x " yowf 

grace and that careless charioteer aire both 
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iitferestedL in tfe^ pre^^ sceae. However^ 
jHre wiU wa$te ao more time ia words, but 
us)|ee lA eoimdeHog in wbaf: ]»aiui^ cao 
beeitrewjii^ this young hero. • bi trijuth,^^ Aiv 
berry, I know not if soinie tlba;^ are not . 
ilueto y«m ^er all; for, &^h is the pra^^Ure 
' ^ multiplkd concerns upoi| my time an4 
xttemion, k kiJpye th^sua probable, d^at, but 
for. ^i8.c(Lri^isB&«ss of youm, ,1 ^yghtoevef 
JMtt^ knpwik tbe uncoiamon faerit and most 
tactiaor^ifiary taleAta of my young friend 

V :£dwsird bowed} a bhish reddened hi^ 
che^ f,. and the eyes of lady Emily, ixilio^ 
interest, r^slefil on his countenance. 

^< I will aot rq)e(tt the thi»p^ I have al-* 
ircady qfiered to Mr. Montagu,'' otid the 
tnurquifi. ^* He will, I ana^ siitre, do m^e the 
justice to believe that the recovery of a trea* 
sure, such to this (taking the hand of lady 
Emily), which it will ever be my reproach 
to have so nearly lost9^-camk>t be deemed by - 
me. a common obligation, or be aj*know* 
1 ^ 
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ledgdd m Golninoii-place decbraticBBijs t}f gra^ 
titude; but my actioOT, I trust, will better 
iUia^ttate my feelings/* 

*' Indeed— kideed,*' said Edwafd* ^ mf \ 
9bAte iu this happy restoratioa is ahogethet 
^yer-nttedi. The gem preserved, I^raut^ is 
ftbove all price, Unique, inestimable^ but th^ 
iiand that fortunately preserved it did hut 
its duty, and must have done die sftme thing, 
in the same circumsljaixces, for the most in» 
ferior of his feHow-creatures." 

Here another intem^tion ensued by the 
' entrance of lord Barton and Dr. Hoare, who 
offered their congratulations to lady Emily; 
and the conversation became general, tiU * 
th€?y adjourned to the dtaiilg-rooni. 

The space of time occupied in this inter** 
view between lady Emily and Edward Mon- 
tagu was short ; but it was suiSdent to give 
birth to feelings in the bosoms of both; 
which till that interview neith^ bad experi* 
enced. 

The first effect of this new lientime&t ia 

VOL. I. N 
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)ady Emily was a comparison between hini 
for whom she indulged it, and him to whom 
she was publicly, as it were, betrothed. Till 
Ithat hour she had beheld the marquis of Ar- 
berry with 2A equable indiffference, rather 
raising him abbve nor degrading him billow 
any standard of merit which she had formed 
y to herself among mankiiid. Now she dfe- 
covered that in person, in talents, in dispo- 
isition, in every thing, the marquis of Arber- 
ry was in. her estimation inferior to Edward 
Montagu— oh, how inferior! The result 
of this conclusion, which recurred a hun^ 
dred times an hour, was a feeling of terror 
and disgust at the idea of that union^ which, 
till she had seen Edward Montagu, she had 
contemplated with the tranquil satisfaction 
resulting from the performance of a duty to- 
wards the parents, whom she had ever loved, 
honoured, and obeyed. 

While this transformation in the mind of 
lady Emily was effecting, the breast of Ed- 
ward was visited by a change no less power- 
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ful in its. inflaence upon his peace. He. had 
seen ladjr Emily, and all the powers and 
feelings of his mmd bowed captive to the 
force of love. i 

. Every day, every hour he psesed in het 
society served to increase the strength vof 
chat passion, m combat with which' the 
proudest effects of man's boasted reason 
have so often failed* 

He had resided some time with the Rose** 
vilie family, when one cy.eningixi a conteiii<* 
plative mood he sauntered after dark into one 
of the solitary walks at a distance from the 
house* llie moon arose, and he extended 
his walk^ and indulged his ruminations, undl 
by the alvery light- he found hims6lf ai Ae 
edge, of a small lake at one extremity of the 
Roseville dohiaitK , ^ t 

On the other side of the lake stood a littla 
hut, wliich was occupied by an^ old riiarf 
and ^voman, who had formerly been servaafts 
to- lord RoseviUe, . and whose only labo«w? 
now was to lock and unlock a gate of 

N 2 
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&e Paiic, which opened to a carriage road 
to the next post tomi. 
. Edward had that very day walked round 
this lake, in company with lady Emily j and 
they had both chatted with eld Hudson and 
Ills wife. He never dreamt tliat it wasf love 
^triiich led his feet to reri^t this spot ; for to 
' him. it seemed altogether chance^ that at niae 
o'clock at night he found himself contem* 
placing the yast, which at noon they had en* 
lered together^ and that be was now recoL* 
fecfiiog the £e!Dtenccs and the words whicli 
tb^httdiaikii from her tcoigue* 

As be stood jilemly gazing oa ifiis ohject^ 
m i&ddent took pfaure which exdted his Bur« 
prise* At an hour when he imaged old 
Hudson was at rest, be saw him come 
forth from his hut, followed by a man 
muffled i;^m«great coat ; be ^w him un« 
feck the gate; he saw the stranger depart^ 
tbe gate again closed, and the old man re^ 
txming^ ere the thought darted across fab 
mind, that the person just vanished was ia 
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dbse and appeaxance the resemblance of hin 
supposed fether. With the rapidity d[ 
thought he .was at thecdttage, and f^fied 
ahoio^t to distraction 'with his interrogatories 
the trembling gate-keeper. 
. *^ Patience-— patience, sir^aad I mH tejl you 
aU/Vsaid the. old man; ^^ for it is you thtkt 
are concerned, and I tai sui!e I meai^t nQ 
harm, Tou . mlist "know d^en, m^ tha,t s^on 
Tifter dai% Z heaord a tap{»ng U 0iirt:&aeme&t^ 
and when I went out, I ibuad a sitraqger at 
the door^ who asked which was his way into 
tise roid ;«~aiul thax I fiound he knoved a$ 
well as L At first I did not much Mke th« 
looks of stidi -z thing ; hut I soon kMw he 
was no poacher nor thief by his talk, for he 
spoke qi?ite like a gendemasu'^ ' i 

^^ *Ti8 hel-r-'tis he 1 — Go— go on, my 
friend/' said Edward.- 

" Nay, sir^ for the matter o' that, I 
tia Vt much more to say ; only that he began 
talking and asking questions so agreeable^ 
aQ about my lonl and lady, and my yotmg. 
Jady, and you, and the old duke, and his^ 



itizedbyGpOgle - 



S70 A winter: 

$on, and sudi like, that the timi passed 
away tnam> pleasant ovfer a. mug. of ale, tiH 
at Isyst he axed if I would do him a bit of 
«arvice, which was to deliver a letter to your 
honour, when yott corned next all alond 
this way of th^ Park — ^for he said no one 
^Ise must know oD.'t« Now I. don't like 
underhand 4oings-i^V ^ ' 
'* **Bur, of course, good Hudson, you 
could not ipd^e to do such a simple diing 
as that," interrupted Edward, 
• ^ Why, no-<^I dida't refuse-^because^ 
thinks I, k maybe iome love busmess, or 
that i and there can't be much harm to my 
lord in a letter: besides, your honotir bears 
such a good name, that I told the old man 
I would venfure upon it* •. But when we 
tame to the poihi, he had no letter to de« 
liver;' and so, as we had got no such a 
thing as pen and ink and paper, though I 
had a bit of wax, he could not write iti 
you know.'* 

" Was ever any thing so unfortunate.?*" 
exclaimed Edward. ^' But why do I stand 
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tiifling here ? I will pursue him, and run 
all hazards pf hi§ displeasure, rather than 
endure this anxous suspense ! Which way 
did he walk?" 

" Lord bless^ your honour ! he^did not 
walk ; -there was a post-chaise . waiting for 
him at the bottom of the lane.'* 
' •** Arid did he leave no message for me ?** 

" Oh yes, to be sure ; and if your ho- 
nour had Jibt been so terrifyingly flurried, I 
should have given you the mes^ge before^ 
Here it be; he wrote it. on a bit of paper 
out of his pocket-book, with a pencil.'* 

Edward snatched with eagerness a small 
note, sealed but not directed. His impa- 
tience would not brook a moment's delay ; 
he broke the wax, and read these words : 

" I go to London ; you will of course 
" accompany ydur patron there ; and we 
*' shall meet, in that great city when you 
" least expect it. It is more than ever pro- 
** bable that you are born to prosperity; 
^* but be prepared to meet adversity. My 
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** eye has been constiatly upon you ; my 
** heart yearns to embrate you. A fetv 
♦* months moye will solve all these rayste- 
*' ries. Do not reject the kindnesses of your 
*' patroPi y^t do nsot accept any appoint- 
*^ meat, nor enter into any engagement that 
•* may commit you for the future^ Above 
*♦ all, retain that virtuous integrity, and that 
f^ pure sense of honour,^ which now adorn 
^* youj, and without which an imperiil dia- 
*' dem is a crown of thorns/' 

Edward kissed the little billet, and depo- 
rted it in his bosom. He rewarded the 
gate-keeper, and, enjoining fiim to the 
strictest silence, departed to indulge in 
JFreedom the various emodons which thi$ 
adventure had created. 



END OF THE FiRST VOI^^MB. 
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